JUDGES GIVEN POWER
T INPRION ALENS

Order-in-Council Provides Ma-

chinery for Summary and
“Speedy Achon. -

Ottawa, Febh. 14—The Government
has taken decisive action in-the mat-
ter of dealing with alien enemies.

Special regulations were enacted by
the Governor-in-Council yesterday
whereby, with respect to localities to
be designated by the Minister of Jus-
tice, power is conferred-upon the
County and'District, Judges of the Su-
perior Court to direct the internment
as prisoners of “watr of persons  of
alien enemy nationality residing or
being within the -designated localities.

Procedure Is Simple.

The procedure jg of a- summary
character and very simple, The judge
of the locality, of, upon his request,
any judge hai’ing;i_ke‘powers for an-

other county or 'district, may, upon
summary complaint by any municipal
or local authorities, or by any person
who, in the opinion of the judge, is
sufficiently representative to lay a
complaint, -inquire and determine
summarily’ whether it be expedient
for maintaining or securing the pub-
lic peace or safety, or for the preven-
tion of any disturbance, that such
person should, in view of his hostile
nationality, be interned as a prisoner
of war. If the judge be of opinlon
that such person ought to be interned,
he is to grant an order to that ef-
fect, whereupon the person may be
apprehended and ° interned by any
peace officer or by any military of-
ficer, non-commissioned officer or
man thereunto deputed. o

For the purposes of this inquiry the
judge may in his discretion either
cause the man to be brought before
him, or he may proceed in his ab-
sence. and with or without notice,
and the person charged is not tb be
represented by counsel unless by the
gpecial authorization of the judge.
The persons whom the judge orders to
be interned are to be subject to the
like custody, detention and treatment
as prisoners of war interned in ordin-
ary and due course of law.

Committees Will Help.

1t is anticipated that in cities or
other Jocalities where the alien enemy
question s provoking agitation and
exceptional difficulty, committees of
representative citizens will be locally
constituted, whose duty it wiil be
carefully to review the cases of aliens
of enemy nationality, and to inform
and assist the judge by bringing to
his attention and submitting all cases
on which he should, in the opinion of
these committees, adjudicate. In this




manner it is apprehended that they
can'.be disposed.of expeditiously. ~

The Minister has already designated
the eity of Hamilton as a locality
within which the powers above.de-
scribed may be executed.
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