REJECT PLAN TO
REVOKE ALIENS'
- CITIZENSHIP

Faith



lafter spirited discussion referred it
back to the committes for recnnaitl.
eration,

he report, presented by W, H.
Traeman, KC. a member of e
committes, urged the government
pass a law parallel to ¢ Britisn
‘naturalization act of 1918, empower-
'ing the sec retary of state for Canada
'ln revoke the certificate of naturall-
zation of any porson: deethed unfit
for citizenship hecause of eriminal
eonviction, prison  record or bad
character

It also urged legisiation requining
a speaking knowledge of English or
lF‘rur-m*h AS prerequisite 1o the exer.
cise of suffrage, making it necessary
for applicants for naturalization to
appear personally in court, and forc-
ing Indges to forward to the secre-
tary ol =tate the l"l'l”'i% of the trial
of anyv person whose right to citizen.-
«hip could be questioned because of
conviction in conrt,

Chistf among the opponems of the
measure was J. E. Adamson, who de-
clared that the proposed measure
Was not onle political and contraver-
finl In character., but wms totally
outside the provinca of the club., Ira




Stratton, Mareus Hyman and others
spoke againet the report as pre.
sented.

In nn‘r.l the advocates of the re.
port took the position that a grave
mistake had been made by the Ca.
madinn government in failing to re.
atriet nataralization privileges long
Ao,

Their ppponents seized upon 'his
point a declared that the proposal
now was o malke the lmmigran!
rather ban the Canaddan suffer o
the mistake of the Canadiian peojple

“Youu are proposing to make so
many scraps of paper of these nail-
nrallzation certificates,” e=aid My,
Adamson

“We Invited these people here,. We
spent millions of dollars in getting
them to come., We promiged them
the brmefite of Canadian citizensghip.
We should be true.to them and to
the contract that we made with
them. ™

Maicug Hyman saild that a large
number of Jews would be affected
and 1old of the extensive part in the
war taken by persons of Jewish ex.
traction as proof of what he termed
the injustice of the act. . |



’ It was stated that the enacument
of the British uaturalization law
|would bar from citizsenship a large
number of Poles, (‘zecho-Slovak and
Mkranians, who, although actually
Austrian subjects, were in sympatly |
with 7the Allles and eventually were |
recognizeq as co-beligerants, i
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