‘GORDEN SAYS
ROBERTSON
GAVE DRDER

| Tells Commonsg Authority Was
- Placed In Labor Minis-
ter’'s Hands

'RECEIPT FOR BOLSHEVIK
.~ CASH REPORTED FOUND

| Rk ;
' Senator Gideon D. Robertson,
'minister of labor, is the man who

|

| ordered th: arrest of the strike .
' leaders and others, according to
2 dispatch from Ottawa today. |
. In the House of Commons this
morning, Premier Borden, in re- |
sponse to an inquiry by D. D.|
' McKenzie, said that government
, counsel at Winnipeg had been|
i Instructed that it should take no
- proceedings for the arrest of the|
men, save under the anthority of |
the minister of labor.

| That authority has evidently
lh@-fm granted, '’ said the premier. |

Robertson Reveals Evidence
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turn to work or permanently desert
“the public service, took the necessary
' | #taps to resume the handling of mail
matter,

Dispute Becomes National

“The dispute bhetween the metal
trades_employers and their workmen,
which wag alleged o be the cause of

[the general svmpathetic strike, was

"lone which did, not fall within the
'lisrnpr-. of the Industrial Disnutes In-
, | vestigation aect, and, therefore, the
| federal government could not con-
sistently interfere, especially when
local authorities were endeavoring
[ln do what was posslble to affect a

gettlement, The officers represent-

!ing the railway transportaflion or-

| BEanizations having offered their ser-
vices in the capacity of mediators.
it seemet probable that a reasonable
'solution of the metal trades dispute
fwould bhe effected through medlation.

When it appeared that their efforts
~would fail and that several hundred

members of the rallway train ser-

vice organizations in Winnipeg were

taking part in the sympathetic strike,

| thereby dislocating transporiation.
itho dispute then became one national
in scope and in which the federal
Eovernment wasg directly concerned.
A considerable number of the rail-
' road train service employes ceased
work on Friday last and ‘on the fol-
lowing day a conference was ar-
ranged with the metal trades em-
iplu:rera. who subsequently issued a
clear-cutl declaration of their accept-

|ance of the generally applied inter-
pretation of the term collective bar-

gaining. This declaration gives to
' their employes the pusitive right to
Join labor unions, ta elect representa- ‘
tives from among (he members of
‘thnlr unions, to submit proposals
and negotiate agreements with their
~employers individually or collective-
I¥. It Turthermore provides that the
executive officers of the several in-
iterna lonal organizations represent-
Ing the craftg in the metal shops
| 8hall be recognized by these smploy -
ers and permitted to assist in reach-
" Ing adjustments when same are not
| made directly between the emplove
'ers and the cammittee, L

| Sedition Contemplated

"Smce the sympathetic strike was
called, the federal government has
:bem carefully investigating as %o '
whether or not the strike arose out |
of an ordinary Industrial dispute. or
whether other and sinister motives
were nvolved.

“The (nformatian and evidence
gathered amply warranted the con-
clusion that a seditious conspiracy
was contemplated by a portion of the
members of the central strike mrlm

]d
1

were helleved to he revolutionary

dangerous in thelr tendencies.

being apparent that a reasonable set.
tlement of the metal tradeg dispute
would not result in settling the strike
and because of the persistent and in-
sirious propaganda and mis@epresen-
tation that were Dbelng spread
‘abroad, especially among the rail- |
way empioyes with a view to extend-
inb the gtrike and utterly dislocating
transportation, the federal depart-
ment of justice, through its author-
lzed representatives, properly de-
cided to take into custody those held
responsible for seditious eqpapiracy.

Documents Show Conspiracy

“'From ndditiona! evidence obtain-
ed, consisting of papers, pamphletas
and documents gathered n by the
polices on Tuesday morning, only a
few of which have yet been scru- |
tinized, the citrizens of Winaloeg and‘
of Canada »will have lrttle difficulry
in reaching a2 conclusion as to tne
depth and seriousness of the conspir. |
acy which was going on. not only |(n |
Winnipeg, but generally threughou:
Western Canada. The representa.
tives of the justice department will
in due time unfold the facts

“It might be interesting. however, .
for the publiet to know that the rec- |
ords indicate that a special eommit-
tee had heen selected on June g ta |

Investigate and report upon l.u o.-t

sibilities of outting off the etrie
pom‘r from “ur olity; and l;.h“ eorr®.
spondence ressed tq ' B. Rus.,
sall, Secretary of the Ohe Big Union

mﬂvl .I money. e
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