|~ The Winnipeg Riots.
e »

The expected—almost the inev
able—has happened. There %m
een riot and bloodshed growin
ut of the strike in the eity o
Ninnipeg. Whether ih@u mark
he end of the strike or is the b
inning of a more acute situatio
t s at the moment impossible 1
oresee, To the instinet of mAY
ind human blood is sacred, Wit
he shedding of blood the strik
itnation is seen from new viel
oints on both sides. At a tim
rhen the strike seemed about t
ail for economic reAsOns, AS |
ad already failed in Toronto, Ed
wonton and Calgary, first th
ummary arrests of strike leador
nd now the killing and woundin,
f strikers by the armed forces o
onstituted authority, shifts th
rounds of dispute from economi
» governmental questions: th
ery thing that the revolutionar;
spdopg of the strike have wantoe
rom the start.

That the strike was political ra
her than economie in its purpos
as apparent from the start; s
ar ag the leaders were concerned
ut it was the economie condition:
hat made it possible for them te
ally such a large proportion o
we working forees of the countr)
v their support. As it hec.:am-
pparent that economie condition
ere being—and could only be—
ade worse by the strike, its sup
ort on economic grounds droppe
way. Then came the arrests ol
16 leaders: deliberately planne
nd earried nut as an act of ter
yrism—or of provoeation. Bpl
ot justified as to procedure by
ny of the ordinary processes of
vil law. Now, following the ar
gty comes riot and bloodshed.

If the facts of the rioting are a:
atad in the Canadinn Press des
ateh which was forwarded from
linnipeg within two hours afte:
10 avents oceurred, there is noth.
g to be gaid in favor of the riot.
. They destroyed a street e
ithout provoeation ; they resisted
e mounted police in their at.
mpt to clear the street so thal
affie con'd proceed; they were
. the act of attempting to take
o life of an vnhorsed policenian
hen charged and fired on by his
sening comrades. | The story is
wrfectly straight and the reasons
r the action taken are ample.
The mob had assembled to take
art in & parade that had been
yrbidden by the mavor, the chief
agistrate of the ecity. For the
me belng his word was law. They
ud therefore assembled to defy
o law. That was a bad start,
d spems to be an established
et, Members of the mob had
troyed a street car, the proper.
of the street railway company.
was being operated contrary to
¢ orders of the strike eommitteo ;
t apparently was the first one
at had been interfered with hy
e strikers, [t is more than likely
at some of the more active spir-

of the strike recognized that
thea mob of 20,000 assembled to
fy the law, and smarting under
e recent extraordinary arrest of
eir leaders, the time was oppor-
ne to begin the committing of
ert acts—in other words to meet
ror by terror — provoeation
th defianee. There does not
m to be any doubt as to the
t that the street car was held
and paptially or totally des-
ved by the mob. Thix was
ple justifioation for the bring-
of armed force into the pieture

the maintenance of law and
ar,

'rom this point forward the ac-
nts vary. The first Canadian
a8 aceount saye the mavor read
riot ‘act after the firing had
en place. He says that he read
ore the firing ocenrred. The




point is that if the shots that killed
‘and wounded certain members of
‘the mob were fired hefore the riot
act was read the killing might be
construed as murder by an un-
sympathetic jury. On the other
hand if the riot act was read first,
that was notice to all and sundry
that military had replaced eivil
control, and that in fact a state of
war existed for the time being be-
tween the authorities and the mob,
The point would not be material
if the facts were actually as stated
in the Press despatch. When the
mayor is at such pains to explain
the exact moment of his reading
thie act—therehy contradicting the
Canadian Press—it leaves room
for the suspicion that the Press
despatch may have been made to
order in some particulars.

The first Press despateh stated
specifically that the eity was un-
der martial law. Later despatches
say that the military are in control
but the eity is not under martial
law,

The eontradietions of the Pross
despatehes are no more contradie-
tory than the alternately provora-
tive and suppliant attitude of the
authorities towards the strike and
the strikera. Twa weeks ago, Sun-
day, General Ketehen in command
of the military forees ai Winnipeg
and Rev. Canon Scott of Quebee
addressed the pro-strike returned
soldiers in Vietoria park, and pub-
liely minimized the military pre-
parations then heing made he-
cause of the strike. Bray, a re-
turned soldier, subsequently ar
rested, led in cheers presumably
for Gen. Ketehen.

One thing stands out elearly,
that the well being of the eity and
of the law-abiding citizens of Win-
nipeg have suffered becanse of
the incompetence—or worse—olf
the man whom thoy eleeted s
mayor, (Given an efficient mayor,
with suitable support from the
provineial and federal authorities
and the conditions now existing
would not have arisen. The condi-
tions are bad, but their consequen.
cos may be much worse,
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