LEADERS OF STRIKE
[N WINNIPEG FACE
SEDITION CHARGE

Indictment Changed From
“Conspiracy” to “Activity”
Withdrawal Against Some
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SPEECHES ARE QUOTED

g

“We Intend to Have the Bet-
ter Things of Life, Even if
We Have to Fight for

~ Them,” Said One

R . Sl

Winnipeg, July 21—R. B. Russell,
Willam Ivens, W. A, Pritchard, R.
J. Johns, Alderman John Queen,
Alderman A. A. Heaps, George Arm-
strong and R. E. Dray appeared

before Magistrate R. M. Noble at

the law courts this afternoon fac-
ing charges of seditious conspiracy.
Other informations have been lald,
it waz announced. against the other
strike leaders whe did not appear
on this charge.

The amended information 48 now
a ¢harge of “seditious conspiracy,”
where before it was “‘seditious activ-
ity.” Further, according to a state-
ment made by A. J. Andrews, K.C,
(rowrn counsel, “as far as these pro-
ceedings are concerned, the amend-
ment practically amounts to a with-
drawal against the other men pre-
viously mentioned, but in all proba-
bility there will be other informa-
tions laid.”

i"'. J. Dixon, M.L.A., Chartinoff,
Almazoff, Blumenberg and ., Schop-
pelrel are the ones affected by ilie
withdrawal of charges.

Frederick G. Perry, of Fernie,
B.C., a court reporter, who had act-
ed as reporter &4t the Western labor
convention held in Calgary last
March, was the first witness called
on behalf of the prosecution. A
verbatim report of the whole pro-
cedings, taken in shorthand b}" him-
self and the transcript, were put in
us exhibits by Mr. Andrews,

Sergeant-Major Langdale, of the
intelligence department, the next
witness for the prosecution, said he
had attended the meeting at the
Walker Theatre in Deceinber last.
He produced a document which he
sald was a copy of the report he had
mads, which was transcribed from
shorthand notes.

GERMANS OUR FRIENDS.

“Wa intend to have the better
things of life if we have to fight
for them,” “The British consgtitution
has been held up as recognizing the
rights of the minority,” and "Bri-
tish, Canadian and American govern-
ments now have come to the place
where they recognize only the
rights of a few of the minority,” are
statements which thig witness said
George Armstrong had made at this
meeting.

William Ivens, said the witness,
had stated that '‘they say the aiien
enemy must be interned. 1 say it
ia no longer necessary since the
armistice. The Germans are our
friends,” and here mention was made
of German Soclalists whom, accord-
ing to the witness, Ivens had de-
scribed as “true patriots.”

The whole meeting was described
by Sprgeam-MaJor Langdale as
“very radical and revolutionary in
its tone.” \ *

Cross-examined as to the effect
that speeches pf this nature would
have on the minds of those present,
Sergeant-Major Langdale said they
would inculcaie revolutionary ideas
into the minds of those present.

On conclusion of the cross-exam-
ination of Sergeant-Major Lang-
dale, the court adjourned till ' 2.30
p.m. tomorrow.



