Seized Correspondence Read at Trial of
Srike Leaders Shows Revolution Advocated



Russian Methods Strongly Upheld in Letters Written by
Red Leaders——Tom Begttie, of United Mine Workers,

- Favored Organized Revolutions all Over Canada in

~ DOrder to Seize R2ins of Government—R. B. Russell
Saw Glorious Opportunity to Show the “Plug” the

Only Solution

| 'I‘Ju; Calgm'y_ Labor Canvention last March, at which the One
Big U[}]Oll was given form, was packed with ¢ Reds,’’ as the mem-
bers of the Socm.list party of Canada are known in labor eireles.
One suggestion of the Reds was to organize riots to start in
every town, city and village of Canada at one time, with the definite |
object of tnking over the reins of government.
| R. B. Russell saw in the comine unemployment situation a
"~ glorious opportunity to show the * plue .
the question is the situation in Russia.”’

A veritably flood of vropaganda, mecluding distribution of
hanned literature on Socialism and Bolshev

R. B. Russell ard other members of the Socialist party of Canada.

Letters Rrad at Trial

This Is tho substance of letteirs
gelzed by the RUNCGWLAL In Vancoy-
ver, Edmponton, Calgary and Winni-
peg, and read 1n court vesterday af-
ternnon  at the prellininary trial of
clght labor leaders for seditlous con-
spiracy.

("forporal James EFripps, R.N.W.LD.
produced Jetters jrom R. B. Russell,
seized on June 3 In the offlces of C.
Stevenson, secretiry of thie Soclalist
party of Canada, In Vanconver, with
a quantity of literature.

Sergeant Robert lHowell, R.NLWLALL
I, produced letters and lterature
taken in 2 rald on the home of Joseph
R Kmght and Jobn F. Maculre at )
Edmonton, July 1

Corporal Albert Moss, R.UN.OW.DLL,
told of searchlinir the home and office
of Carl Burg at Edmonton, and pro-
daced letters and [ lterature selzed.

All the men implicated (n the ratds
wera connected yith  the accused,
elther by thelr presence at the Cal-
~ury convention, ¢r by the fact that
the letters found wero from R. DB.
Russell,

J. B. Coyne, for the crown., called
he attention of the court to the fact
that a large quantity of the ilterature
serized was stlll urnder ban.

Among the loos and pawmphlets
produced were Tl!e Red Iflagr The
Soviet, The Bolsh(viks and the So-
viets, Soviets at Work, Lessons of
the Russian Revolition, by Nicholas
Lenine; The Russinn Soviet liepublic
—on whose side a-e vou, worker or
capitalist? The Risht to be Lazy, and
many others.

From Russe | to Knight
One letter prodnced, dated at Win-
n.peg, ~Nov. 29, 1919, sizned R. BDB.
Russell and addres: ed to J. 1. Knight
of Edmonton, says In part:

“Well, Joe, TTexnect we will now

1 10.30 o'cloclc this morning.

be confronted with the horrors of |

peace, and It i{s to be lhioped that
the Reds will wike up now and
get in all the. rropaganda that
can bo expounded 24 hours per
day. Now, Joe, lhere is another
matter I would like to take up
with vou, and thit is the \West-
ern conference . yvou can
readlly reallze w2 could pack it
with Reds, and 10 doubt start

something.  Youls In revoltt I.

3. Russell.”

Another |etter, written by .Jolhin T
Magulre, an offlcial of tho Soclallst |
party in Canada, .0 R. I3, Russell,
January 12, 1219, says [n part:

“Wo have just returned from
the Albertn Fedeation of Labor
conventlon., . We gave the
Bolsheviki the nnest boost that
has been accomp ished for some
tirne. The Westein confer-
snco came up for dilscussion and
we carried that against the
wishes of the mmachine, They did
all posylble to show that It was a
great mistalke and that we wero
doing the worst thing in the :n-
terests of organized labor. . .
With n big representation in Cal-
zary we ought to make things
hutn. \Whereveyr povsible, get
Reds to be the delegntes We
must plea 12 have a bhumper
meetlpe when wo all arce in Cal-
gary., and then surely this is one
place that we can paint INVIZD.”

Beattie’s Strorg Languago

A letter addressed to C. Stevenson,
wocretury of the Soclalist party of
NManada, at Vancoaver, BB.C, from

Tom Beattie, an officinl of the Unlted

Mine Workers of says In
nare:

"“We

America,

want to be using somne
more ysslan ' meothods, reso'u-
tions don’t get us anywhere,
However, thinws are moving
rapidly. The une nployed are In-
creasing, and tho situation will
be getting acule, when the farm-
ers are unable to secll their graln
this comiag fall. Now that
there e, or will »e, ahont halt
a million more soldiers to provide
work for, they will bo up agalnst
it. The remedy, w? all Kknow, to
capture the reins «f government,
ete., but how? Certainly not by
the ballot. The only wny we will
cver get anywhere Is by the uso
of force. ‘I'lie tlre s cominyg
when there will be ‘lots nnd petty
Nttlo revolutions here and there
aH over the country. That pro-
poscd demonstratlcn In Toronto
of 10,000 unemplozed Is but a
starter: there Is n» telllng what
may come out of it, but I think
if these things coulil he organized
to start In every town, cily and
village at one time, with a de-
finlto object In view, we would
arrive all right, I am yours for
the reovolhution. (Signed) Tom

Beattle.”

roof that R. B. Russell was intl-
to whom

mate with Stevenson. thils
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letter was addressed, was {ntroduced

of the Inbor leaders now on trilal, and
asking for funds, has this statement:

and distribution of banned lliterature.

| turned.

' that the only solution to |

ism, was distributed by |

In many letters passing between them
relating to the distribution of what
the letters termed “red propaganda.”

A letter read was from . B. Rus-

sell to J. R. Knlight, dated January
3. 1919, In which he sald: |

“I wee arising out of the unem-
ploymment that is now beglnning
to malke Itself manifest, the most
plorious opportunity to show the |
plug the only solutlon to tha
questlon is by contlnually polnt-
ing to him (ns vou say) the situ-
atlon in Rugsia.”

A circular slgned by John T
Magulie, nhd sent from the offices of
the Socialist party of Canada at Ed-
monton, after telling of the -arrest

“Our only means at the present
stage of the game to obtain thelr
frecedom s through the masters’
conrts: tomorrow it will bhe dif-
ferent, and seems not to be too
far distant, you understand, comn-
rades."”

A large part of the correspondence
introduced was Dbetween R. 13. Rus-
sell and C. Stevenson, secretary of
the Socialist party of Canada, at |
Vancouver, and related to the receipt i

Early In the afternoon, IV, J. I'os
ter, a baker, testified that he was
not allowed to put hls eggs Into cold
storage until he got permission from
the strike committce. '

Court adjourned at 5 o'clock untlil

Morning Session

Thhe One DBig Unlon, to which a
largo portion af Winnlpeg labor Is|
cominitted, is part of the seditions
conspiracy charged agalnst eight
Iabor leaders, the crown alleged at
the sesslon Thursday morning of
thelr preliminary trial, ,

\W. A, Pritchard, chalrman of the
“Big Flve” of the O0.B.U.,
of tha defendants, was for the first
time definitely connected with the
prosecution. The chief witness this
morning was Serzeant S. R. Waugh,
R.N.WLAML.1., secret service at Cal-
gary, who ralded the Calgary offices
of Ixdward Iirown, & delegate tdo tho
Calgary conveantion, on July 1. 1le
also gave cvidence respecting the
0.1,

The constitution of the O.B.U. was
ona of the articles seized In his rald.
This was put In as an exhibit to-

{

and one|

(lay.
As A. J. Andrews, K.C, crown
prosccutor, cxamined Sergt. Waugh |

as to the O.B.U.. E. J. McMurray,
defense counsel objected.
“"Are we trying the
Union?"” he asked.
“We may be,” was Mr. Andrews’
answer, !
“Certalnly we are,” J. DB. Coyne,
assistant prosecutor, added.
Magistrite It N. Naoble sald: o] |
thougiht we had thrashed thls out a
few days ago. Some of tho nccused
here were at the Calgary convention |
and were m2mbers of the O.B.U.”

Chart.

A sallent point of Sergt. Waugh’s
evidencoe was his conversation with
Ldward Brown, of Calgary, when a
copy of the Western Il.abor News
reached Calgary bearing a clirecular
chart of tho soviet form of govern-
ment. The Labor News at the time
of publication boasted that this was
the only copy of this chart on the
American continent.

Sergt. Waugh—FEd. DIrovn had
this paper Iin his hand and he called
me over.

Mr. Andrews—Try to remember his
exict words,

sSergt Waugh—"This is the alin of
the One Bilg Unilon, the soviet form
of government, as we ale golng to
have {t."

Speaking of strikes in sympathy !
with Winnlpeg at the time of ihe
seneral strike here, Sergeant Waugh
sald: “It was a noticeable thing that
the ouly ones who went on strike

were the advocates of the One Big
Union.”

Quotes Pritchard’'s Utterances.

Iflo read reports he had rmade of!
several meetings at which W. ..
’ritchard spoke. He said he made
notes 0f the salient points of the
meeting, and, while the procecedings
siill were fresh in his mind, he wrote
his report In hils office. Reading
from his report of one of Pritchard’'s
speeches, he sald:

“The government and the capltal- |
ists who own the government, when-

t

One Blg

Labor News

ever the workers demand thelr
rights they call them Bolsheviks.
They know that Russii has succeedced
in 15 months in doing what we have
not been able to do In the Jast few
centurles. They know everybody has
ta get down to work In Russia, They
ear the position would be the same
in this country If the workers arc
successful In thelr ahins, and so they
cail them Bolshevliks.”

Reading from another report,
sajd Priltchard declared:

‘That It was their duty to malke the
government retract the Prussian heel

he

and let them knew ohce and for all

that the workers were the only
power. (At that time he was refer-
ring to the dismissal of the postal
employces.) Our boys went over to
Flanders to filght the same thing,
and we are going to do the same
here. It Is the duty of all the work-
ors to strike and cause tho govern-
ment to retract lts orders. They
may crush us for the time belng, but
there will be a reactlon, about next
winter.!” He then referred to the
Russian revolution and the IFrench
revolution, stating that at those times
the governmentS\]md their heels on
the workers, butl finally the workers
The coldlers fought for
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liherty, the workers are s=laves, they
m thelr torn will fighy for liberty.
[ we are deported ta the Old Coun-
try whrre we came {rom, the Can-
adians will be deported hero It Is
merely an cexchange of revolution-
aries. There was a big gulf bhetween
the workers and the capitallsts, and
it was merely a question as to who
had (he right to be In power. They
hate us ke snaokes and would kil

us {if possihle.” |
Born in MNining ‘Afeas. '

Sercennt Waugh gavo a short his-
torvy of the O.B.UJ. as far as hie wis
connected with it. 11e sald it had its
birth at a conference of mine work-
ory. ‘The inine workers were chlefly
Russian and Austrians, leid by Brit-
ish, Scoteh. Irish  and  Itabidans, he
Fulld.

Amony the exiubits filed, identified
hy Serceant Wauyh as having beet
sofred by him in the offices of Ed.
RHrown was . letter trom Abld. W. 13,
Simpson, af Winnipes;, an offictal of
the \Western Labor News, enviosing
i vernnr’s subscernption to a publicatlion
handled # M. Browin.

“Ginger” in Box.

Robert “Glnger"” Snook provided
comedy retfef to the twrial. e was
the tlrst witness in the morning. o
tald of havine bheen engaged hy the
city to hiugl away surbage during
tho striike,

11e s:d he had been attacked by «a
gang of aboit 300, who foreed his
diiver to unhiteh the horses and
drive them home, wihtile they detnol-
ished his wagon.

lie then told of a second attempt
at mtmmidation by a large gnng of
girikers,

“I took my stick and fetched 2
blow at the leader and broke the
sticls tn two,”  he  said. “Then 1
tuined _to the man with e and sahd,
‘Giet the pitchifork.” 1 told the gang
that they might kill the old man, but
that he'd be one up on thein, nany-
winy: 1I'd get one of them with the
pitchfork.”

“I then went Into Jerry Robinson's
and bought a stout basebnll bat, |
anes=s | ecan hamile it with anybody
clee In this town.”

Crocg-examimng him, K. J. Mo-
Murray asked him {f he ever nad run
fOr 1muadMor,

“n o, sir. But 1 might run for mnyor
azainst Jdohn Queen,” he sald.

He told of complaining o the clty
conncil of Intimldation, and snid that
Addermn W, 13 Simpson objected to
his complaint. ‘I sald I'd llKe to see¢
Ruecen and leaps run out of town,
and I'm of the same mind now."

[Ie sald the parbage he collected
from 1estaurants nnd fruit stores was

alive with verinin.

As hie walked av ay from the wit-
ness bhox he paused in front of the




jury hox, where the accuserl were sit-
ting, turned to Queen and «aid, *Goorl
tnorning, John”

Main Johnson, a Toionto news-
papermnrn, claborated hid statcinent
nt the Wednesday session that WHRH-
lHoin Ivens had told him he would
have his press incssaces to the 1'o -
onto Star O.IKK.'d by the strike com-
mittee, and stipalated that they might
bhe sent out if they wele : nt shnul-
taneously to the New York (all, a
Socinlist organ, and two other Labor
papers.

Dr. C. O, Colllns, superintendent of
the Genernl hospitaf, told of having
had to present a written request in
person to the stirlke cominittee for
permission to have some of his strik-
ing employees return to work.

(. R, Lewls, proprletor of the Club
cafe, told of coaditions In his cafe at
the beginnine of the strihe.

Tho court ndjourned at 1 o'clock
untii 2.30 o'clock this afternoon.



	1919-08-01 MFP Seized Correspondence Read at Trial of Strike Leaders Shows Revolution Advocated 1 crop
	1919-08-01 MFP Seized Correspondence Read at Trial of Strike Leaders Shows Revolution Advocated 2 crop
	1919-08-01 MFP Seized Correspondence Read at Trial of Strike Leaders Shows Revolution Advocated 5 crop
	1919-08-01 MFP Seized Correspondence Read at Trial of Strike Leaders Shows Revolution Advocated 6 crop

