R. E. Bray Planned to Take Possession
of Minto Barracks, dwears Detective



Sensational Evidence Brougnt Qut at Trial of Labor Lead-
ers—Secret Agent, Who Managed to Get Close
to Bray, Tells of Latter’s Boast of Having an Army of
3,000 or 4.000 Men Ready to Slip Into Barracks,
Seize Arms and Turn Them on Soldiers There

"'"'l"'

W. A. Pritehard recommented lil-f
eraturo called ‘objectionable™ by othe
veown, which was -~olld at the loatd
of Trade Seocinllst mectims st Sut-
day, at which he was the prineipal
speaker, a R N.OWLALE, detective swore
vesterdny fternnon at the prelimin-
Ary trit] of I'titeluud and seven other
Iabor Jeaders for seditiouy consplracy,

This statement bromzht from Ma-
futrate U M. Noble the renuek that,
“during the trial such activlties on the
nart of the accu=<ed should cewse,” and ]
“I think 1if they do this It s vwrong
thnt they shonld be on baal”

Thae sam» detective at the morning
sexygion, told of o conversation with
R. E Brav, on.June 10 n which Brav
daclared he had o tully orgunized
army of 1000 to LU0 remdy to sdiso
arms amd take pocsesclon of Minto
barracks at 1 givent <lgnal

A. A. lleans, Iwbor alderman  al<o
on trial, was pre<sent when Bray, not
knowing the ldentity of Detective W
iT. Melauzhlan, 1TDN W AT the wlit-
ness, told of his phans Melanghlan
s\wWore.

Objectionable Matter '

The hooklet containing the abjec-
twonable matter’” wasx the "‘Commun-
1<t Mamifesto 7 Melavnehlan <add W
A, Pritehard at the elose o his ad-
drosgs last =undav, annonnced that o

wais for «ile and recommended gt
McLaughlan boucht one i the meet-
ng.

When 1V Covine, oroscouting afl-
torney, after putting  the booklet an
das an evhibi: preparad o read ex-

corpts (o the voant B0 T MelMurtay,
defense connsel rarsed an objection. |
o sald 1t should not be read nnless it
was read In full Magt<tiate Noble !
answered he did not ce o tilke ap

the time having at qll read that afy
the defenne waished o read oy con- !
text to the passages rewd v the
prosecutlon, they might. t

Mr. MeMureay—"1 um a* a serious
disadvantaze, The crow has had
Nve studenis  studving thas Tor a)

month *

Mr. Covne—"0On the coutrary the !
defensag 1 at an advintage Thev |
have eghit men (n the dock who, [ am
SOL1Y to =&y, have ~tuadicd this for
many yeare<"

He thin 1ead the tollownwinge pass-
AnPa: !

“Tn short, the communist~ every- |

wiltere support  every cavoluationary
mot ement agatnst the existing «ocial
and politict! oerder of things.

“In all the<e movements they brine
tn tho frent as the leading question 1n

each the property question.: no niat- the

ter wWhat at= deetee ol Jdeyvelopment
Gt the time, :

“Findiv they Jabor eserywhere for
the unlon and amieement of the de-
moerntic parties of all countries,

“Ihe communists distaln 1o conceal
then views and admes. ‘They openly
dechivne that their ends can Le attain-
¢l only by the forelble overtlnow of
all exlsting soecial conditions. l.et
the vuling classes tremble at o com-
munistic revolution. "Che proletarians
teve nothine to lose buat their chainy,
and a0 o world to win

“"WorkIngmen of
uniie! ’

all count les,

The booklet was written m 15848 by

Karl Marx and Frediielk bBagels, and
hns been published In mny langunges

qlnee This edition was printed in
Tanconuver Addiessing the magis-
trate, . J MeMurray declared that

it was a historfeal document and that
it was on the shelves of the librarvy
at Oxtord and Cambridge

J. 13, Covie here merjected: “You
micht apply that to the bacterin tn a
lnborntory '

Detective Report

The teatinne of the day &2 Lol wis
Detective  Mel.auchian's evidence of
Bray's alleced plans for armed revo-
Intion

Detective Mceol.anghlan >
patt tollows,

“ln the continuation
versidtion with I1tray he stated that
this aftaht was 2ome 10 end In
(i=ht. and when 1 tamented the fact
that we had no z2uns,  Dray  sald,
‘Don't wory about zuns, we'll have
then: We have zot hotween three
and rfour thoasand men ready and
instincted to be i certain places
when the alarm s seunded. nnd they
will zet Into the cltizens' cars which
are o carty the milltiln 10 Minto
bt rac ks, pass themselves o1t o mil-
ftlamen untll they get anside  the
hairachs get possession of the iifles,
lurn them on the 1eal soldlers and
s01z¢ the bartachs ™

Bray Listens to Evidence.

Dotective Melaughlan was o plain
clothes man assiegned to tollow the
strthe, and he was in the contidenco
of several of the labor leaders \When
he ook the <stand Brav, laughing at
st radually became serlouy as his
testimony continued  tle bit his lip
and seemed 1n deep thowzht.

In the same conversation. May 10,
with Brayv, at which tleaps was pre-
sent, Bray told Molawaghlan the strise-
er< wore fulls Informed through thelr
agents as o what was going on In
ranks of the opposition

teport, 1n

A

of my con-

Bray
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“mld he had heard that a rald was to
*bo made on allens in the Noarth end.

and he sudd he pot a car and a girl
who conld "speak theilr lingo,” and
had gone to Llberty hall and many
north-cmd pool-rooms, warning the
alieng and telllne them to get rendy
to give the pollce a hot reception,
Biny sald: *“The way the bohunks
run to thelr homes to get something
to tght with waus plain ovidence the
pollce would get what was coming to
them.,”

His reports covered several meet-
mgs at whieh R, . Hray, Willlam
Ivena and W, A, Pritchard spoke.

' On May 30, at the parliamont build-

Ings, he reported Hray as saying that
“If the strihers’ demands wero not
aranted Immadintely thoere would be
trouble, und the whole Dominion gov-
crnmont would not have sufficlent
power to stop 1., At that meoting o
sugpestion that the Natlonal Anthem
be sung met with little response from
the “returned soldlers,” according to
the witness,

On May 31 vray addressed n meot-
ing nt which he sald “the Unlon gov-
ernment Jdoes not realize the mngni-
tude und serlousness of the present
strike, and when it does reallze it, It
will be too Iate,"” ‘

Spoaks of Ivena’' Hints.

On June 2, at @ mass meetlne 1n
Logan park, Willlam [vens, according
to McLaughlin, “gave thinly wvelled
hints that tho worliers must resort to
violence, e seemed afratd htat the
mediation board would bring about a
scttleinent, and It appearod that this

'ed that I there was any food in Win-

wus not what he wanted, He declar-

nipeg. no mattaer to whom it belonzed,
the strikers would be fed. 1le sald
the mediators, meaning the rallway
men. were the antocrats of labor, and
that there must be no compromise
and no ygettlement dictated by them.
He deelared that the government had
miachine guns mounted on  trucks.
“I'lis means war,” he sald. “We must
[ight to a finish.”

On June 3, in Marlket square, the
witness went on, Bray announced that
the citlzens’ committee had set atrap
for the workers, but that they had
been folled. He added that a trap
had been Indd which would beat them,
He wanted all inen to stand ready to
respond to the call, and that the call
might cogio In two or three days.

On Juile U, at a meeting In Vietorin
parkK, snid the witness, 1 committee
was struck oftf to usk permission from

il

_——

und order had been malntained out
ot loyuity to their brothers, the

the mayor to hold u parande, Ivens
then spoke. [Tollowing him, R. L.
Bray told of the arrest of men carry-
Ing concealed weapons, “They call
us rovolutionarles, but the only wea-
pons we hiuve ave these two fists,” he
sald. The crowd replied: “We have
guns, Loo.”

On June 9 sald the witness, .lohn
Queen, adaressing « meoting 1in Vie-
toria park, declared that the timme had
now come for Soclallsm to take over
the industries and “he mines.

Says Subtle Methods.

On June 10, at o meoting in Vice-
tortiv park, Bray, speaking of the dis-
missal of the police, said that lawyw

pollcemen, but that now they were
dismissed he was not 4o sure. In com-
menting on this, in his report, De-
lective McLaughlan sald thils was the
st time he had heard one of the
speakers omit to mention that law
and order must be maintained. “"Ench
speaker showed In n subtle way that
ho was not wverse to rioting.,” the
wilness sald

He then told of his visit to the
l.abor temple, at which Bray told

In commenting on HBray In his re-
port, the detective says: *“He opanly
suys ‘do nothing,” but privately
spends his time organizinz his fol-
lowing tor open revolution., At pres-
ent he 1s the most dangerous person
In the city, us he is a retprned sol-
dler using this to Influenge nnd to
camotflage hig real intentlons.”

Want Law and Order.

On June 16, In Victoria park, Bray
~afd he had Information that a list
of allen and other aglitators had been
muade up for deportation. He sald he
had stood for law and erder, but that
If any of the rumored arrests were
made he could guarantee there would
not be so0 much law and order. Ile
siid this strike would spread to the
whole continent and would be the
preatest victory for organized labor.
He sald an avenue had been opened
for settlement, but did not Ay
whether it was peuceful settlement or
o Nght to & Hnish,

J. 8. Woodsworth, A. I£. Smith and
W.o A, Pritcharad were speakers at
another meeting which McLaughlan
reported.  He quoted Pritchurd as
sayiung:

“Vancouver is tied up as tight ns
Winnipeg, not becnuse of any grlev-
ance of thelr own, but in sympathy
with Winnlpog. The omployers who
advocated force should temember, he
sald, that they who lve by the sword
shall perish by the «word, Iie de-
clared this strike woulgd spread, and
ity flame would becomne unquenchabla,
That as Nero fiddled while Rome
burned, so the government was stand-
Ilml;“I)y while this fire was belng kind-
edd.

At this polnt the y4esslon was ad-
journed umntil this afterncon nt 230
o'clock.

Mayor's Secretary.

1. 'T. Ferguson, feCretary to AMayor
C. . Gray, took the sfand at the
beginning of the scasion. e iden-
tified a file of Western Labor News,
which he ordered bought daily as
they were published.

Harry Qray testifted to having
bought the strike bulletine  at Mr.
Ferguson's order each day at the
Labor Tomple.

W. k. Davls, Minneapolis, adver-
tising man, who last IFriday gave evi-
dence of a speech delivered by Wil-
llam Ivens the day uafter the Atrike
was called. in which he said the
cditor boasted labor was In complete
control of the clty, and hinted that
lubor would take even more complete
control, then touk the stand for cross-

examination by £, J. McMurray, de-
fence counsel.

He explained that he had men-
ttoned hearing the speoch to a mem-
ber of the Citizens' Committee of
One Thousand. [le admitted he had
not heard part of Mr. Ivens' speech
and most of those of other speankers
beciwuse of a4 wind. He denied having

made any report to Minneapolls
papers.

Mr. McMurray tiied to throw
doubt on his powers of memory, aund
Imude Mr, Davis admit his  report
might not be allogether vebatim.

Capt. ¥. G. Thompson, a barrister,
and 4 member of the specla) G.W.V.A.

of the veterans to the Citlzens' Com-

strihe executive, then took the stand.
lHe wus one of the represcntatives
mittee of One Thousand. He said he
nttended 1most of the meetings In
the first two weeks of the strike.

He told of a parnde passing the
‘Board of Tiade bhullding, and J. O,
'Newton, vice-president of the G.W.
V.A.. and himself jolned it. It was
made up., he sald, of & “very unde-
slrable element, led at least by re-
turned sodlers,” and who ware strike
sympathlsers.

Ho told of a speech R. E. Bray, one
of the accused, made nt the parlia-
ment bulldings, where the mparade
had assemnbled.

lle told of one of the deputation
tehing a Unlpn Jack from the lapel
of o man in the press gallery. DBray,
he sald, In speaking to Premnler T. C.

Norrls, sald he regretted the Incldentl

but that many clalming to be loyal

him of hls plans for a revolution. |

e e e e e e L T e e e e P e .l . e A el - L T, _ W _a

™ - A~

Bl s g e e R g e fpay g

el nd e el ot = e | 0™ ey et e O g ey -~ s ey

-~k ™ i gy

=3 ¢ =



were wenring the flag. and <hould
not be allowed to do so.

Abuse of Premier.

cCapt ‘Thompgon sadd Bray abused
the premier roundy and tod him he
did not know how 1o act and thit
they wounld get & man who Jdid know
how to ncet,

T'his parade, he suld, wias the nec-
ond he had seen. It was nrger than
the lirst.

“1 am posltive In my judgment that
tho poreentage ot returned soldlers
was smuall, 'T'he men in front were
teturned soldlers. | remember re-
marking to Mr. Newton, “You've seen
thewe kind walking to the cages; in
other words they were roreigners.”’

Speakineg ol meetinzgs In Victoria
park, Capt Thompson =aid one in
particular, tor returnend soldiers, “led
by nlleged returned raldiers,” seemed
to him extremely soclahistle I3ol-
sheviki liternture was sold at these
meetings, the witness satd,

Organized ‘ Loyalist” Parade.

Captain Thompson then told of te-
signing from the G W.V.A. strike
exccutive, consinced that the yeter-
ans shoaild no longer remain poeutral.
e told of organizing a loyallst pur-
ade and presenting o esolution to
Premier 1. C Norris declaring that a
i e body of returned -oldlers were
loyal to the government.

lle told of « meeting at which
committee from the G.W.V.A. met I3,
17 Russell, W. A, Pritehard, AL IDunn,
and IRR. Scoble. Canon Scott preslded.
I ashed tne otrike leaders If they
represented the general executlve of
the strikers, nnd R, B. Russell sald
yves. 1 then asked if the Western La-
bor News wus the oflicial organ of
the strike committee, and Russell said
it wng the organ of the Trades and
T.abor council. [ then sald | 1efer-
red to the strike bulletins, and R. B.
RNussell siid thev took absolute re-

sponsibility for all {ssyes of the strike
bulletin I aslied if Ivens rayg the
editor. The answer was ‘Yes, subject
to & censor committee.”

A. J. Andrews, crown prosecutor:
“Do you know who the censor come-

«s Y0E

mittee was’

Capt. Thompson: “1 belleve Mr.
Law of our association was on that
committee to check up what referred

to our men.”
The«+Calgary Convention.

Continuing, he =aid: “I asked «a
question on the Calgary conventlon,
wlhiether the ceneral strike committee
cndorsed th®? resolutions of the Cal-
gary conventlon or approved of them
in any wuay. 'I'he reply was that the
genernl strike committee had noth-
ing to do with the Ualgary conven-
tion. I asked If the T'rades and Labor
council had. 1 was taold that the
council had edorgsed the resolutlons
of the Calgary conventlon with the
consent of the unions aMiiated. R.
I3. Russell, R. J. Johns and leorge
Armstrong were delegntes to the con-
ventlon who alsp were on the strike
committee, 1 was told. T'hen Com-
rivde l.eyden, of the (3 WV A | asked
if the labor men wounld repudinte Bol-
shevism and Soclallsm if the return-
ed soldlers made the demand. The 110-
ply was that the purpose in hand was
the strike only.”

Ile then told of receiving an un-
slzned letter purporting to tell the
causes of the strike, for tho beneflt,
of tho 1eturned soldlers It declared
that it was not a Ore Blg Union
atrike a8 the O.13.U. wuas not {n exist-
ence. That the cnrpenters, streng
railwaymen and machinisty were ro-
celving strlke pay from their iInter-
national headgquarters and that, sinces
the O.B.11. s necessaritly opposed to
those International unlons they woul(l
not cut thelr own throats oy feeding
the Infant of a glant competitor.

It added that’ if the Q.B.U. was In
power its first stop wounid be to check
the otrike untilgthe ttme had arrived
when organization was further under
way. lle declared that there were no
dizt.nctions of religions o  politicnl
opinions recognlzed on the strike
committe, that It was a purely econ-
omioc bodf'.

The only damands of the srrikers,
the letter sald, were collective bar-
gaining as deflned by the medintion
hoard, and a llving wage. It ndded
that if goldlers or mercnants endors-
ed that they wouli not necedsarily by
that become Involved in any other ac-
tion of the labor body. Speaking of
the aliens, the letter declared the
labor men had been Instrumnental In
having the allen Investigation board
named, and that it was the only or-
ganization which had consistently
demanded this of the governmen?.

W. C. Ashton and W. It, Graham,
ofNlcinls of Stonv Mountain peniten-
tlary, identitied letters talken from R.
15. Bray when e was b oeht thero
the morning of his acrest. The4o Irt-
ters ldentifled him as ropresanting
the Trades and [abor counc |

Capt. Thampson Cross-Examined

Captaln I, (. Thompson, who had
been on the stand in the mmorning, was
placed in the witness box agaln.-for
cross-examination.

o J. MceMurray, referring to his ap-
pointment to the Citizens’ Committec
of One Thousand to laok nfter the In-
terestg of the returned =oldlers, nslked
it he had access to the copy used In
the Ciltlzen. tH{e sald no, that ho
had understood that the Cltizen was
published secretly, but that if any-
thing had appeared In it detrlimental
to the returned men he would have
tuken it up.

Mr. MeMurray asked him {f he had
not objected to the advertisements
published by the citizens' commitien
1eferring to  returned =oldlerys and
allens, and demuanding that aliens be
discharged.

“No,” sald Capt. Thompson, “I nwas
glad of anyone tuking a crack at the
allen.”

Cant. Thompson sald he had been




all for getting a bunch of returned
soldlera to “go and elean up the Labor
temnple, and get some of that litern-
ture,” when he found ount that the
lnbor men were ‘“preaching Bolshav-
fsm."”

Mr. MeMurray—"Ynu did not think
of latting the authorltles do {t?"

Capt. Thompson—"We could get the
evidenca {irat, and then let the courts
gettle the thing,”

Mr, MceMurray askod him if Mayor
C. 1", Gray had not suggested to him
to use the biblical strategy of walking
around the Labor temple seven times.
Capt. Thompson sald: '"“There was
something like that mentloned.”

Mr. McMurray asked bhim what he
thought Rolshevism way, and Cuapt.
Thompuson safd he had read books
by Lenine and Trotzky., and that he
wus opposed to themn, one of his rep-
rons bolng that they preached pro-
ductlon for use instead of for profit,

Mr., MceMurray—"Is It not a fact
thnt 2 majority of the G. W. V. A.
slded with the strikers?”

Capt. Thompson—"Na. It 18 not a
fact.” g

H. N. Jernberg, manager of Prov-
incao theatre, nnd I3, Davis, of the Do-
minfon theatre, next ware called,
TThelr evidence denlt with tho negotin-

‘tlons which resulted in thelr oponing
thelr shows under the permit system
at the beglinning of the strike,
- T. L. Patera was then called, He
had attended a meeting at tho Wilker
'theatro Docomber 22, at which =mev-
eral Soclallsts spoke, e sald he
could not remember niuich of what
wity #ald, but that his linpression was
that the whole tono of tho addrasges
wias radically Soclallstice and likely to
have a dangerous ceffect. He eald
lhree resolutlons ware passed, one
nsking for the cessation of govern-
ment by order-in-council, tho second
demanding the release of political
prisoners, which he¢e understood to
mean persons Julled for breaches of
orders-in-council, - and including
encmy allens, and one protesting
against sending troops to Russla. He
siilid one of the speakers declared the
renl friends of Jabor wore Eugene V.
Debs and Tom Mooney, American la-
bor leaders now In penltentiary.,

Court adjourned at o o'clock untll
110:30 o'clock this morning.
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