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/| STRONG LEAGUE
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! | Batween 2,000 and 3,000 Attend
0| Meeting Marked by Utmast En-
: thusisam and Unanimily

f Temporary Officers Appointed, But
+| Permanent Selection to be Made

| at Meeling in Two Weeks

]

{

- |Deep Sense of Loyalty fo Canadian
71 Laws, Protection of Life and Pro-

- perty Paramount Feature

— ———

At @ mceeting of beltween two and
three thousand citlzeny of Winnipeg
of all claryes and creeds, ocenpatlons
and professlony, held In the cony e
tlon Linlt of the Board of Trade bhuild-
Ing last night, the Cluzens' Leagnge
of Winnipeg was otganized. Otllcers

! wero temporaridy clected and anothier
meeting will be held In two weelos,
wilien the pesrmanent oftledals will be
| chosen,

With unanimity and enthusiasnm,
e constitution and  bylews  wero
adopted, the only serloug dideussion
aiging when the meeting 1 eached
the clection of officers. T'hoe bhylawy
provided that at the organizatlon
meeting these should he chosen by a
committee nomlinated by the elplr-
man. Iut when the Hst was submlt-
ted it was thought thiy was not .
sulficiently democratic method snd it
was therefore dectded thal (hese ofst-
cers should only act temporarily am)
that the general body fof those who
would bhecome members o >the league
should have an eppartunity of send-
Ing In names that will he voted VN
it the adjourned orpganization meot-
ing,

A, K. Godfrey presided over the
Fathertng, and A, I, Crossin and
Fleteher Sparling acted as teinpore
ary secrelaries.  The resolution for-
Ing the assoclatlon and adopting the
canstitutlon and bylaws was moved .
by Rev. Dr. Pldgeon and seconded by
Lient.-Col. ilarold Rlley.

The constitatlon sets forth that:

(a) The Inculeation of the hest
Capadlan ldeals; the cnltlvation
of respect for Canadian law: the
proper malntenance of constitin-
J tonal government and the com-
batting of all forins of propa-
randa tending to subvert.our s
tablishied "Canadlan Insttrutlons.

(b) To create a deceper intorest
. In -puble aflairs, particularly: In
those civic departments essential
1o the proteetion of Hfe and pro-
cperty, and to create among  the
cltizeng a greater Interest In the
scelection of civic representatives
and officiala,
——

(c) T'o siudy ecanomic princl-
ples ay they relate 1o yeneral em-
ployluent and  Industrial  ques-
tions; to disseminate rellable In-
formatlon on this subject and to
citltlvale n berter nhderstanding
and closer relatlonshlp between
cimployer and emplosee,

i (d) To advocate and assist the
formatlon of & National Orpzan-
Ization throngh Canada under e
name  af  “"Canadlan  Cltizens’
L.eague” to farther the purpuses
and objects herein  set forth ag
they alfect Canada at large.

(¢) To permanentiy e:ary on
the work of the Cltlzens' Conpuh -
tee of One Thousand,.

Work of the League

The scape of the wor ik of the leazsne
Is indieated by the following roarte =
standing committces whielh wil cany
on lts actlvitles: Committee o ¢ -
opervinte with returned soldfors: logria-
lative commitiee; publleity conry t-
(eed fnance committee; member. L
committee; aualllary motor transpme:
Industrial  economl=~s; tlre  depate
ment; pallce departinent; tefephone
and postad deparviments: miditny and
federal pellee departments;  water,
Hght and power, public worhs, icalth
and parks; educatlon and Canadlan
cltizeuship: municipal affairs.

The constitntion al<o provides for
the formation of @ Women's :@uxili-
ary, and In addition to the ofticers
anel the exccytive commivee, thero
Will be what = cialled "“The itjzens'
Commitive of Winnlpeg," composed of
them and the standing comimittees,
and this commitiee shall bhe ecualled
In from time to thme w advise tho
excentive on malrers of importance.

Not Antagonistic to Labor.

“Much to my s=urprise 1 nndare
stand there 18 a question of  the
attitude of the organizadvon cone
mittee opr the old exccutive of Lthe
Citizcns' Committee of One Thopusandd
to orpanized labor In the minds of
N percentage of our members,” said
Mr. Qodfrey In openlng the pro-
ceedings, “But there can be no
aquestion,” he added, “that it s the
desire and the intention of those who
have n mind the perpetuation of
Lhis organization to make it possibie
for the better element of the labor
party to asrsoclute Itself with ne,'
L statement which was grected with
loud applause., "l woull hot Identlry
mysclf for one moment " with ting
rganizatlon were that ndt the ciaNe,
[t Is only hy co-opceratlon with
abor, Impressgine upon them  that
helr Intertsts e onr Intelests, and




history of the clty.

onr Interests thelrs that the QCESiTel
ends can be attalned. ‘Thele s u
gulf between employer and employ-
od. I trust that the Cltizens Com-
mittee of One Thousand by what-
cver name It may be catled In future
will endeavor to remove that culf.”

Continuing, the chalrman sald, It
was hecause labor had not met its
responsihilitles in the past that it
had been necersary for the citlzens
to organlze. “The labor man who
remaing at home and Works in his
garden whilte the agitator ls worke
ing his organization is not doing
hls duty, and we as citizens, not-
withstanding our regard for labor,
cannot forget that element was res
aponsible for the trials and tribula-
tions visited upon us during a period
of slx weeks., We cannot forgot thero
was 1 movement started at Calgary
jast M:avreh., endorsed or ansslated LY
Amerlecan orgunlzations, which wns
responsible for the launching of o
rovolutlan in Winnipeg on May 15
of this vear; and wc are also of
oplnlon there was a percentago at
least of the labor leaders {n onr
community who had go decelved
thieir following as 1o ldentlfy hem
with that movement, and that it
was the Mtention of thoso leaders
to organlze In our commpunity a
soviet form of government which it
was intended to extend throughoit
the west and tako In the Non-
Partlsan Jeacue on North Takota,
the Twin cltles and {n Duluth.”

Telis of Work Done.

Tolling ot the work of the Citizens'
cammittee he declared that at no
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tinmte was It tied up with either the fa
emiplover or the emploved. Ity [y

activit’~s were along the lines of

O

malntaining the public actlvitles of lo

the clty. The committece dld not ro-

0]

present any class or !ntcrests. *We |

reprosented,” sald the chalrman
amldst applaure, “the Interests of
the loyal citizens of Winnipeg,'” and
he added that the reports of what
the commlttees had dono should Dbe
incorporated in the archives of the
clty as an Important part of the

Conecluding, he sald, ho looked

upon the gathering as -‘a great re-

unfon of kindred spirits who had

glven service to the community in

o
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providing for the protection of It&|,,

homes in a time of crisis.

“But thero ls additional work for

you to do and 1 trust you wlil or-
ganize tonlght, In such a way as to | o

carry on, for the work is not com-

C
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ploted. We have got to aséure our- f]

calves we will never have a racur-
rence of what happened in those six

weeks: and it is for the purpose of 0

perpetuating

citlzens and ellmlinating a possibility
of that recurrence wo¢ are hore to- =

night.”

when Mr. Crossin read and explaln-
od the constitution and the bylaws.

Mr. Crossin, ‘“throughout Canada,
throughout the TUnited States and
throughout certain of the European
countrirs a campalgn was belng car-
rled on, well organized and woll
financed, for the purpose of sub-|
stituting constitutional meany of re-

Explains Coanstitution.
The chairman resumed hls seat

“A{ the present tlme," said

PO ™C 0

the organization of the e
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moving grievances and ohtalning

redress by what B known

actlon, which 1s force. The leaders
of tho movement wero profiting by

the soclal unrest to get thelr pro-
paganda before the poople of this
country '2»ith tho idea of destroying

the wbole of our organized clvillza-
ti=7. i1t was to combat siuch a move-

ment, ho sald, the league wag belng
tormed and in support of action by

constitutional means.

Coming to another braneh of the
league's work, Mr. Crossin gsald, a
greater personal Interest ghould
taken in ¢ivie affairs and sald that
citizens should be prepared to mako
saerifices in behalf of the gonod gov-
ermment of the city. As o labor, he
pointed out that tho “Red" leaders
wanted to create class hatred. 1t
ahould be tho business of the citizens
to find some means of Contact with
thelr friends in the labor unions to
discuss with them ecconomic prin-
ciplos and what was beneficial for
the whole field of Industry.

Winnipog, sald Mr. Crossin, had
got a reputation by what it had
achieved as a result of the strike.
Whether they llked it or not the
name of the city had gono abroad
through its fight with Bolsheviam
and they should bo prepared {f other
places called upon them for asalst-
ance if something like whal they
had experienced occurred clsewhere.

Rov. Dr. Pidgwn.

Rov. Dr. Pidgeon In moving a re-
solution that the league be tormed
and that the constitutlon and bylaws
bo adopted, contrasted the forme of
government that were put forward
apainst democracy and' polnted ont
that guaranted opportunity was the
zift of democracy to all classes that
formed part of it. There was equal
opportunity for all under democracy
of getting a falr discussion and hav-
ing a fair hearing. He claimed that
every attempt to subsiitute force for
falr discussion was a rolrogrado
movement taking them back to con-
ditlona that obhtained befora demo-
cracy exlsted. What were they going
to substitute for fair discussion and
the appeal to public opinion? Tha
clash of interosts with tho combina-
tion of the strongost Interests pre-
valllng untll a etronger comblnation
arose. *“We must stamp that out
wheraver It appears,” ho exclalmed,.
with tho approving cheers of the
house. “Wo will give a man a right
to f{alr discussion, a right to logl-

timate influenco over the laws and

the institutions of our country, but

the right to take them by force; hy
any other moans than persuasive and

nducative means we wlill not grant

to any individuals gr any sct of in-
dividuals In our midst.”

Dr. Pidgeon omphasised the op-
portunity the league would give the
members of the community for get-
ting together and spoke of the need
of educating democracy, In face of
the deslructive propaganda that! was
being carrled on. As an Instance of
the danger the country was facing

he told of what he had learned from |

the oiHcers of soldlers’ organlzations
whom he met in Vancouver and what
an American officer who had travel-

- ad across on a Canadian transport
lha.d Intormed hilm of ihe activities
[of an agitator among the returning

men on that steamer. They sohuld

‘counteract this false education by

emphasising the importance of the
human soclety. They muat teacit
men to seek welfare of all classes,

+ Moy

as direct b
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sald Dr. Pidgeon and he expressed
tho belief that the leaguo would do

much to heal the gapa and wonnds
that appeared on the surface of the

Llent.-Col. Riley, In aeconding.l de-

|demncratlc lite of the cuntry.

cinred that thc people of the clty
mist take o more attentive Interest
in thelr civic and polltical affairs
and he expressed the opinlon if such
nan organizatlon as they wero forining
had been In exlstence before the
strike i3t would have been the means
of ellminating much that had hap-
pened by giving opportunity ot fair

'discusslon. “We must take a person-
;ul interest {n these things,” sald he.
f G. 1t. C., MclLean thought that the
clause in regard to the Clitizens’

Comimittee of One Thousand In the

'constitutlon should bo ellminated.

The strike was over and although he
apprecinted the work of the com-
mittee, he thought It would he bet-
ter in the Interests of the league If

It were not permanently identified



vwith the commitiee., 1ie movea Jdi
athendment to this effect.

Tho amendment having becn scc-
onded, Capt. Wheeler, speaking In
opporitlon, calied attention to what
the cominittee had done and sald he
hoped the league would go through
becaiuse, he sald. “roma ¢f us who
are In the know have positlve proof
that this movement against cemo-
cracy is being financed by German
money.”

On 4 vote the amendment wag Jost,
abotit fifty rising in support of |it.
The vesolutlon was put and adopted
unanimously.

The chairman then nominated
llorace Ormond, Geo, Seale, D. J.
Dyxon, W, k. Wright, W, K. Chan-
dler, W. J. I'inucan, Hugh 8. Y. ial-
bralth, as a nominating committee
to name tho officars.

Ald F. O. Fowler

Ald. I, O. IF'owler, called upon to
address the meeting, spoke ot the
work the league could perform in
cducating the public along the lipes
of good wlil and what was of gen-
oral intorost lo the citizens, Declar-
g he had the greatest respect f{or
labor he compliniented the party on
the interest it took In clvle affairs
ab-l smd 1t was not a credit to the
citlzens gencraliy they did not act
in the same wiy. Ile urged thec com-
munity to glve more attention to the
affalrs of the city, Speaking of the
particular work of the league, heo
sald that the great probiemn was to
create a better fceling between the
employing class and the emnployed,
and emphasised that when labor
troubles arose the great mass of
citizens In hetween suffered. Ono
of the duties that would devolive up-
on the league iwould be to corrcct
some of the wrong impressions that
existed lLetween the employer and
the employed of one another.

Capt. Wheeler, speaking again
while the meeting was waliting for
the nominating committee, sald they
should forget the sores of the past
and stand shoulder to shoulder to-
gother for the weolfare of the whole
community.

When the nominating committee
camo in and submitted its selections,
oxception was taken by deveral as
to the inode of election. It was point-
ed out that to avold the charge tho
officers weore the nominee of a ctlque
and to have the election proceed on
democratic lines all the members
should have an opportunity of send-
ing In names that could afterwards
4ba voted upon. After a long discus-
sion, diuring which some of the mem-
bers named offered to resign, the
meeting was adjourned as stated.

Temporary Offlcers

The officers selectad by the nomin-
ating committes who will act tem-
porary Aare: _

President, Isaac Pitblado; first
vice-presldent, A. K. Godfrey; sec-
ond vice-president, Dr. WV, l:". Tay-




jor: third vice-president, Major ~Noh,
AMelvor, M.D,; hon.-=secretary, I'letch-
er Sparling; hon.-treasurcr, W. 1L
Mciilliamas,

I'xecutlve: A. l. Crossin, D, J.
Seott, Burton Mcl.can, Thos, Boyd,
I*. 5. H. lLuker, Geo. Guy, I W.
Adamns, W. A, T. Sweatman, Capt.
. G. Thompson, Dr. E. g. Moorhead,
Geo. W. Markel, Rdward Parnell, A.
S, Hond, J. L. lotterell, A. B. Stovel,
C. C. Ferguson, Ilobert Jacob, M.L.A,,
R. A. C. Manning, Duncan Cameron,
. J. Baker, l.oms Lelpsie, Geo.
Munro, 12, C. Ryan, C. J. lirittain, T.
J. Langford, M. T Christie, D. 1.
Mulllgan, J. A \Woods, Horaco
Clhevrler, .. C. Waugh, D. A. Clark,
W. W. Richardson, il. M. Tucker, A.
I3. Nowland, G. W. Northwood, Thos.
Sharpe, Dr. Halpenny, 1R. HI. Smith,
1. @. Sullivan, C. W. O, Lane, A. J.
Bonnett, C. A. Richardson, R. L.
Ssmiti:, D. N. Finnle, Thos. L. Wal-
don., Norman Leach, 1L D. Campbell,
g. M. Campbell, D. Drelimer.

The report of the nomlinating com-
mittee was presented by W. K, Chan-
dler., chalrman, and {ts adoption was
moved by Horace Ormond and D. J.

Dyson.
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