GAVE WINNIPEG AND
(ANADA BAD REPUTE

Deliberate Misrepresentation
| by an Englishman Resident
in This City

Some light Is thrown on how con-
ditions in Winnipeg during tho strilko
were misrepresented to the Fnglish
people, by a letter gliven below in full,
| which appeared in the IHalifax Chron-
{¢le on July 26, and which is slined
Pte. V. Spencer. The clipping from
the Yorkshire paper was handed the
IFree Press by Cdward S, Lord, 277
Hampton street, St Jumes, who Is
acqualnted with the editor of tho
paper and wrota him statingg tho facts
and adding that tho statements in
the letter were deliberate lica.  1llo

told the ecditor his son, who was n

mian during the trouble, and sald that
thie writer of the letter If he had beon
doing his duty to the colors he hnd
served under, should have been tho
ganice.

The following Is the apistlo which
arppeared in the Chronicle under tho
captions, “Condfitions {u Cannda”;
“The Old Country Hette-'':
~ Winnlpeg, Man, Canadi.  July 2,
1910,  Sir—lIalifax is my birthplace.
I came to Canada about 14 years ago:
my father sti{ll lives In Pellon and
waorks at Dean Clough M, I went
to England with. the first Canndlans
and then to France. I was In
France the first two years of tho war
with Princess DPatrician’s Canadinn
Light Infantry.

.Now for my story. When T ra-
turned to Winnilpeg I ways surprised
'to sco the high cost of lving for this
~countr:, where we produce nearly
half the foud of the world. Bacon
38 1b.; bolled ham at 34y 6d.; oggs
-s. Ud dozen; a sult of clothes, £12,
amd hundreds of other things too
numerous to mention. Waces hero
did not meet the cost of living., The
rents have also been rajsed to twice
what they were, 50 everyhody hero
went on striko for higher wages: the
returned soldiers also had a parade to
the Parliament bulldings to ask the
premler to put the high cost of liv-
Ing down, or to come up with an n-
crease of wiages. We ualse had »a
parado to tho mayor of thls clty, but
it was all to no satisfuaction. S0
they stopped nll paradesy, hired about
600 spccial constables and flred the
regular police forcee, and on Junos*"1
they called out the regular soldiery
and, with the help of thege special
pollee, they shot down and wounded
lots of returned soldlers before tha
Riot act was read, becruse the 1eturn-
ed boyy were golngg tos have a stlent
parade This Is only & sample of
what i3 being done. Hundreds of
men, half of them returpned boyy,
have been put In guol and the charges
agalnst them arp gedition, tonsplracy,
and lawless assemgly Loty of these
nmen are without a4 charge against
them. Al Britishers arg foreigners
now here if not naturalized, and on
these charges men can be deported to
thelr respective countrieg without n
trial, It doey not matter if you have
been in this country 25 Years, they
are golng to deport men for these
charges, Returned soldiers here are
signing a petition to bo deported to
thelr mother country bheeauso condi-
tions are inpossible to live In. I for
onc have slgned this petition and
would only be too glad to et hack to
Hallfax.  Theie i8 nothing like the
old place you wore born in. 'l‘h(:
Old Mother Country is a thOus;.n;i
times ahead of this, which they call
the New Country, and they some Imes
call thls “God's Country."” Yours
truily, (Pte.) V. SPENCER

soldler. hiad acted as a special police-
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