Trial of Strike Leader in
- Winnizeg is Held up by
Technical Legal Disputes

Long Argumecnt Over Introduction of Document, the So-
cialist Bulletin, Which Was Distributed at Meeting—
R. B. Russell, the Accused, Was One of the Speakers
at This Meeting.

Winpipeg, Nav., 28 —Technlecal lagal dlsputes featured the scaslon of
the irial for seditiods eonsplracy. of Il. B. Russell lﬂdll)"- Isanc ith.ada,
K.C.. for the crown, and Roberi Cassidy, <., locked horns early in the
sexsion over the introduction of n devcument, the Socinilst Bulletln, which
was distributed at 4 meeting in the Majestic theatre In January., The meet-
ing was held under tho nusplees af the Boclaliat jrarLy of Canada. Among
thi: sperakers wers [T B, Russell, In the midstl of the argument the grand
furvy cauma.dn and male thelr Annl report,  Afler passing In o complimeniary
manner on the provinclal Institutlons, they made the following recommenda-
tione:—

That n portfollo of labhor be created in the provineial government; that
the penitentlary law Le amended so that the grand jury be included In thoss
parties allowed to visit the prison; that the law be changdd so that sentence
uf death should not be passed on a minor convieted of murder, and that fe-
mnies be included on the Jury when fomales are on trinl. Mr. Justice Mets
calfe complimented the grand jury on their report.



+ Ben Dataford, returned soldier, was
ithe flrar witness, He¢ gave svidende n.
'to the mesting held January 19th, Is
‘the Malestle theatrz, The speskers
(he waid, 'were Oeorge Armsirong. I
‘B. Russell, . I Johns and Bam
|Elumenberg. In answer (0 a queation
witnessa sa'd he had been attracted
to the meetlng by men and boyd
selling the Ited Fiag, a Soclallst pup-
lieation on the street, In frone of the
thantrs, and LT the fact that thoae In
and absut the mecting wore red neck-
tlews Me was, he sald, handed a copy
of the Soclalist Bulletin na he entered.
e estimated thay 800 persona were .n
atendance. Thea chalrman. ha said,
had intimated at the beginning of the
micellng that the Walker thestrs man-

mgemant had refused uss of the thea-
irg for the mesting.

Under Socialist Auspices,

The chalrman of the mecting, teatl-
fled the witness, Informed those pres.
ent that lt was under the auaplees
of the Socialist party of Cannda and
witness gave from memory a resume
of the eprech made by fGoeorgs Arm-
slrong. Thin spaaker had dealt with
ihe finangial cond tion of the couniry,
to ahow that the mamasssd wealth of
Canada had doubled Quring the war,
Ha conte. ded, deciared ithe witmoss,
that the wealthy people had not made
any sperifice to win th  war, butl
had profiled Ly I1. The -Ernkir laid
slreag on the facy that the wealthy
had profiteered and condemned n sy
tem thet permitied such a stoie of af-
foirs,. He ifold the meetlng that a
echange waa coming and that [t was
high time thers was a changa, The
witness stid that he esdlmated the
fpudlenca s boing 7§ per cent. for-

BIEDETE.
Russell's Bpeach.

R. B. Russell, sa/d witnesn, then
took the slatform, Lils cubject belng
eensorililp on news from Hussin, He
wnld things weare not so bagd 'n Jlus-
#la as the public thought, teatified
the witness, Nol only was news con-
pored, but Kuesell accussd thom (the
government and the capitallsie) of
framing and condocting reporig (o gel
the goswernment of Russia wu wWrong
with th wapold. The speaker stated
that he hoad access (0 Mmore relishis
information . nd he charactorized fhe
Boviet government as a good one. The
only di=trict whers there was (rouble
was where the Alllws were operaling.
Witnesa deslared that the speaker hal
generally (r. 4 to convince his @daue-
dience that the Husalan Boviet gov-
ernment was o better government
than ours -mors representative; and
that It would  spréad all over' the

world;, asg was periloukarly. aemlog



to Canada. The press and pulplt, Rus-
sty sald, according to wiiness, wers
under direct Influence of the govern-
ment and our country was conirolled
by the capitalists. The wilnesa oon-
continued hiz evidence by saying the

speaker sald tha: what labor wantod
could not be brougl.t about without

an effort, and that labor musi organ-
za immediately for this effort. Labor,

the speaker hy* declared, sald tho
witnasa, had neéver secured anything
by legislation. In answer t0 4 gques-
tlon, Mr, Batsford s.ld all speakers
had apoke of the coming change; re-
farring 10 Russell, he sald the speaker
Ead deciared Lhat the workers wers
aboul (0 go out and assert them-
pi ]l vos.

Johns" Remarks

M. J. Johna, eaid wlinesas, waa i(he
next speaker, and hod declared that
owlng to the change predicted Ly
tuasel] the revolut.on neaed not be &
bloody one, but could be accompl sh-
wil by oducating the working peopis
who by solidarity would gain control
frem the capltal'st cinss, The Bocials
mtlc literacure, Jolhne had decloared,;
e be read by the people as n means
to this education, he witnoss guiis



¢d Johne as saying he “was ready to
dle for the onuse” himself.

Isanc Pitblado, K.C.—Dld he refer
particularly to the revolution?

Witness—Yes. He sid It was In-
evitablo, and the workers were about
to omsert theamaelvea, Mr. Batafnr:i
then referred to the speech made by
Bam Blumenberg, whae had state |
that he disagreed with Mre, Johns
when he mid there need ba no flghi,
that one was Inevitable,

Asked g8 to the tenor of Blu:l'nl."n-
berg's remarks, w'tnesa =mm'd ha wis
wild and rabid In his statements, and
taked continually of revolution and

bloodshed.
Many Forelpners Prosent

In apawer to » auestion as to tha
general charscter of the audlence and
the manner In which they rescelsed
the remaorks of the varlous speakers
Butaford said that 75 per cent. of
thage n attendance were fore'gners,
who w'ldly applnuded the remarks

At the olose of the mesting, &awnl
witnawss, a mestlng Tor the following
Bunday In Market square Was =n-
nounced o commemorate the deatl
of Rosa Luxembourg and FPaul Liah-
nicht, Ger. ~ Sparacist jeaders. % a-
nouncement was alse made of s
Boclallstic program,
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