~ Labor Protecting Its Good
y Name -

-. A movement on foot, spreading ra:plzi-
1y throughout the continent, 18 10 rid
labor’s ranks of men classified as ‘‘agitat-
ors.’”’ The ‘‘agitator”’ is described by one
labor man as a type of individual wlm,, if
given a reserved seat in heaven, q‘.nd guar-
antead eternal bliss, would still kick. The
¢<ggitator’’ is further deseribed as either a
writer or a talker; very seldom a w:or_kerw
in any calling save the aforementioned.
Labor men, the very best among them,
are very suspicious of critieism aimed at
Labor ‘‘agitators,”’ and for the reason that
they are not so sure that it does not eman-
ate from the counterpart of the TLabor
““agitators’’ to be found in the capitalistic
class, namely the man who has a sirong
prejudice against the Labor eclass, and
who is obsessed with the stupid idea that

the world most have its ‘‘upper ten”’ and
jts ““lower strata’’—as he callsit. |

These are the extremes who help in
keeping this old world of ours socially
asunder. the few arrogant among the so-
called *““upper classes’’ and the few pro-
fessional ‘‘agitators’’ asnong the Labor
¢lasses. Of the former, much has been
written by those thoronghly familiar with
the breed. We have before us the Labor
view of the ‘‘agitators,”’ who so frequently
mislead Labor. The Spokane Lahor World,
in a recent issue, said:

1n and ont of season this paper has fought
cvery attempt upon the part of agitators to
null off a Mooney strike in this ¢ity, and in
{he state and nation. We did it because we
krew the calibre of some of the gentry who
were londly howling about Tom Mooney be-
ing incarcerated in prison and how we owed
it to him to lay down our tools, go out on
strike and, above all, contribute generously
to the defense fund,

As wa knew the tricks of the trade, we
oppoaed any such program. We Knew from
past experience just what the program would
he., First of all, the {rrationalists wanted to
create industrial unrest and trouble in this
eotintry. They had to have a motive, 8o they
happened on Tom Mooney and played their

~ game acroes the boards, as the old saying is.

They knew they must play the sympa-
thetic racket to get the attention of the toil-
ors, 8o they used Tom as the central figure,
And so began the great campalign for Moone
oy's releace (7). | _

Now wa beliave honegtly that Tom Moon-
ey was convicted upon framed testimony.
Wa beliasved it at the time of the trinl, we
believe it now, and will go to the very end
of things to secure him a trial where the real
facte will be brought out and nis freedom ob-
tained; but we refused at the beginning,
and we refuse now to permit the working
people to bhe robbed by these bunko artists
who recognize neither honor, misfortune ner
truthfulneds,

Secondly, this crowd of "mourners” for
Mooney realized that it would be an easy
matier to get away with a lot of the monay
collected tor the defense and that the Moon-
ev committee would furnish fat jobs for n
ot aof fellows too lazy and too crooked to be
making a hiving by honest toil

S0 the campaign begun, and an appeal
for tunds was sent broadeast throughout thoe
iand. In our own fair state this gang made
4 clever clean-uap. Teh commitiee, with head.
quarters in Seattle, ceollected, 0s the stiate-
ment shows, almost $10,000, and not one cent
was spent for the defenso of the imprisoned
ALl

More than $6.000 went for salaries, while
dimost $3,000 went into the pockets of the
committee” for ‘'miscellineous”™ expense.

Notl only did these “defenders” of Moon-
ey 1ob the workers of thousands of dollars,
but, as the letter of President Short of the
Washington ﬁi.l-‘:‘fﬂ Federation of Labor points
out, used the funds sent in good faith in a
e:i;_*f:;wrri_fﬁ attempt to disrupt the American
tederation of Labor movement. |

Yes, It I8 the same old story, with a few
variations, and it is just such things as those
cited which bring discredit upon the move-
Inf"ﬁ;' LU path 1s not any too easy as it in.
wi;f:* the clean, honest. earnest effort put
icrth by the American Federation of Labor
and ity auxiliary organizations to brimeg labor
and ita true position favorablv before the
pubiic it Is a crying shame that such i-;t_tﬂim_.,_
are pernitted to bring discredit and disgrace
Upon us. 'i_ vt President Short and the exeoi-
1iVe committes are doing the right thinge hv
.{",?\.'I'JJM!E‘-&;’ the takers. - .
F_x.”tn e‘;+11*;‘£11’f1' ?‘!!ﬁi't"l‘[‘h*!ﬂ, as lonk as it
}..‘i..t'.i*"’.‘-'?’w’-‘”'}i"'#a}-;’;“:.,:1"”? #uch (.‘I’lﬁﬁlllvﬂ'l_‘ﬁ,. but the

: I..H,s ._f.. 3 r%_‘.- dax A “‘hﬁ]h {5 {lh;dn ﬁﬂil
“f”‘-‘f?_* some, These petly grafters will always
be ‘“im‘_‘_li . But we hiave one course to fol.
i-:::?zleﬂt:'; f':;:;:“ nilz.;z:ﬂbiﬁ Crookedness and djs-
e, 1USt expose those responsible

my . i g . )
 These acitators’’ are at work everys.

1\'}11‘*:1‘*. They are at work in Canada. Gen.
uine Labor leaders in the U. 8. l'osmlt the
interierencoes of the “ﬂ;lit&tﬂl‘ﬁ”. “'}l{') are
permitted to “‘bring discredit and dnis.-

'grat‘e” upon l;{_l_h‘ﬁl‘. How 18 it in |._~_.‘ﬂ!.lﬁda?



