Annocent

Russell Admits He Approves |
Of Russian Soviet System of

Gov't in

Cross-Examination

Accused in Beditious Conspiracy
Period on 8tand and Seldom

Case Bhows Confidence During
at o Loss for Reply—Bombarded

with Questions by A, J. Andrews, K.O.,, as to Operations of the
Socialistic Party in Canada, Russell Asserts They Were of En-

tirely Innocent Nature

WINNIPEG, Dee, 18 ~—"Undar cer-
taln clreametances g goneral strike s
& urime.'

This was & statement by Mr. Jus-
ticg Metcalfs today at the triml of
H. B. Russell, who & chuirged - with
seditious consplracy. It was made
in reply to a protlest by Robert Cas-
sidy, k.., eounsel fop tho pwecused,
and His Lordship Inlimaled fhit
wis golng to vharge the jury Lo thia
eftect. In hia opinlon, His Lordship
explained, the consiant reference Lo
thg striker as a superman made the
gtatorment he bad decided 1o make
0 the jury nocossary.

Undér cross-cxamination, HRusacll
pdmitted that he aporoved of the Hus-
plan Boviet svatem of sovernment, anid
advomated i+ as the beat form of re-
presentative  governtiecit All work-
ers were slaves, in hus oplnlon, and il
who d d no! roslize thelr cliss position
in soclety were ldiots,

Thie Ccrogs-cxam.nation WhE o=
ducted by A J. Androews, senlor coun-
#e] for th- crown, 11 wiis of & miost
gewrching character, and started ot
ghortly wfter 10 in the morning, was

Kept up ] B:20 in the evening. Jd.
. Iied, Ko, took advinlage of the

cpportun'ty for po-oxanifg (hoe Gecus-
e, but be 10 o'clock e hoad cons
cluded, and Hussell wag allowed to
leave the witneas stand for the dock.
Esamdnation Finlshd

Tomorrow £ J. Dizon, M. will
be called, and aflier him will appeie
Hon, Edward Brown, provineial trom-

garer, and 'remler SNorria, € was
loarned from wne of the defnes
lnwyers,

Mr. Androws falrly hombarded Rus-
gell with questions aa 1o the operm-
tland of the soclnlist party in Cannda,
withy whirs- the accu=ed had (denti-
fled himself, with a view to showiBg
direcy connection between that party
and the alleged sed'tious consplracy
to oyverturn the governmoent of tha
dominion. tussell toak up the nt-
ftude that they were of an entirely
nafure.

order that they might act Intelligent-

he!

They were direct-|
ed at merely ~ducating the workers in|

ly when a changs came. DPressced to
digcloge whnt the change Whs (Tl was
pxpocted, the acoubed sald this was
amply g change in the sysiem of Lha
distribution of wenlth. He denied
gdvocating the abolition of all proper-
by rights, and when |t was suggesied
that thvs was whay the socialisi party
advocated, replied that the socialist
party advocated socialist ownership.

FPoint Blank Deniad

Replying to the barrsge of ques-
tiona as to his reaponsibality fop Lhe
goenernl strike, IHusigell dended that lhe
personally had brought it aboit. 1t
wig collective work of the trades and
labor eounecil gnd had been auwihoriced
by the workers Mo made a point
blank denial of the suggestion thal the
Alrike committes had usoarped the
powers of government say ng it had
conferred gt all times with the elvil,
provineinl and dominion authorit'es
The establshment of & soviet form of
government or any other Rind of gov-
ernment had never been entertatned
by himself or any other momber of
the atrike comittes he malnianed,

The publicatinon of the Labor News
of the dingram which Lenine had
uged In seti'ng up the soviet  foirm
of government In M ussin, Houman]l
sought to cxplain away by paseriing
that it wae Just ong of n series  of
diagrama which hnd heen arranged
to publish in ordep to show the work-
ere the sarious forms of Indusirial
;-wernmr-m-

Ehowed Confidence
idemeanor was Lhat nf
preat confidense. He wan seldom or
never -t o loss for g renly. Now and
arain he flared up, and on ohe oo
raglon (old Mr Andrews that he did
not want counse] (o answer quest’ons
for Wim, ax he =referred fo do thot
himealf Althotigh things wers por-
ioug and tenge for the most part, thae
prnﬂ.'-m.ﬂmz- had their humorous side
ng tlmea Thern wiere oclaghies bhe-
iwesn counasl that made for somoe
merriment.  Huseell himself caused a
Inugh by declarng T am hoginning to
leapn much about legal rights sineo
I cams here™

Russell's



