WINNIPEG LABOR MAN
“HAS SHALL AUDIENCE

Former Minister Says 0. B. U.
| Net For Strike.”™
144 Ih-‘ﬁi.nf the audience which

assembled In the Theatre Francals

op Sunday evening to hear Mr, I
| 8. Woodsworth discuss the Winnlpeg
strike affords a fair standard from
'which to Judge the Interest which
[Ottawa people take In that =woioes
| the prospect for securing much
local assistance for the men ey o
trial for participating 'n the strike
I not particularly brilllant,

i Despite the small audience, how-
ever, Mr. Woodsworth made a good
presentation of his case. HMe firsl
dealt with conditions lying, as
- expreased It, at the background of
| the trouble—the high cost of neces-
. sarles of ife, evidence of profiteer-
'ing, and the fact that Labor men
ilnf the west are nmyore radical In thelir
' wviews than those of eastérn Cana-
‘da. This he ascribed to the fac:
that the ranks of Labor In the west
"are largely recrulted from old ecoun-
try workmen, where Labor legisin

tlon ls at least thirty years In ad-
vance of this country. These men,
'while considered asx radieal, are
merely trying to dopllcate In Can-
‘ada Lavor conditions as they had
them In England.

The O.B.I7, he cluimed, had no*h-
{lng to do with the Winnipeg diffi-
cully, as the strike wns practically
over before the O.B.U. movemen!
had got fairly started In the west, ]

| _The speaker referred In terms of
derision to an official of the Domia-
iun‘ GGovernment who went west
early In the spring to Investikate la-
bor conditions in Winnipeg, and re.
turned Wwith the report that the
whole country was ready for revolu.
tion.: This, the speaker clalmed,
was untrue, except insofar ag the
word revolution might mean i
change or a turning-over,

“The situation existing all through
Canadas today s so serious that 1t
must be treated seriously, and not
tilfppantly,” he sald. |

He scored most bitterly the mid-
night ralds by the mounted police
on the homes of Labor men, and the
manner in which the trial of those
arrested in connection with the
strike had been conducted.

He also denled that foreign work-
ers were prominently Ildentified
with the etrike, and sald thal
although he had mingled freely with
the strike committee while th.\
wirike was on he had met none of
these so-called forelgnera Moet of
them were elther Canadians or Brit. ‘
ish subjects. |

There were five foreigners tried
for participation in the strike; three
of these were released, one was sent
back to the Unlited Statea, he hav-
ing agreed to go, and the fifth, who
served overseas and who wore the
Mons star, was deported, |

A= for the case against himself,
the speaker sald he had been in-
Heted for publishing eseditious |
utterances Iin the columns of lhel
Western Labor News., Two of these
he claims were quotations from the
book of Isalah and credited as such,
but In epite of that they were set
down In the indictment against him ]

1

an seditious.

The resuit of the etrike, the
speaker claimed, had been to unite
labor In the wesat as It had never
been united befare.,

In conclusion, he asked the au-
dience to the men on trial In
Winnipeg. All they asked was a
fair chance, but the expenses of
securing It would be heavy, and as
he contended that the cause of all
k:l?l"t; Eu trhli‘ln Winnipes. .

At all. wor rs l 4 m‘ .
should ald. ’ ‘



