A Winnipeg jury has found 1i
B. Russell guilty of ‘seditions eon
fpiracy'" by unanimous verdict
Russell was one of the leaders of

the so-called ‘‘sympathetie '’ strike
in Winnipeg last spring, and with
several others was arrested charg-
ed with geditious conspiracy in
that connection, Ie has had ike
advantage of being defended by
the ablest counsel he could ‘seeure
~—bringing him all the way from
Vancouver—and the reports of the
trial indieate that the ecounscl
played his privileges to the limit —
and then some. Application has
been made for a new trial: No
one can tell what the final result
will be. But no matter what hap-
pens Russell, and no matter what
future deeision is reached, the
established fact remains that al-
though given every opportunity to
prove his innocence a jury of his
fellow eitizens has found him
guilty- The fact that the counsel
for the defenee did not put his
witnesses on the stand — whieh
would have subjected them to
crogs-examination — more than
likely,—and properly,—influenced
the jury in their verdiet, aside
fro mthe actual weight of evidence
offered by the proseeution,

Now that the verdiet has been
' rendered diseussion of the merits
of the ease may be permitted, Ta
the unlegal mind the eontention of
the defence seemed to be that un-
less a direct attempt to overthrow
the national government were
proven there could be no eonvie-
tion for ‘‘seditious eonspiracy.”
By their verdiet the jury expressed
the vie wihat there is no division
in governmental authority and
responsibility., That as provineial
and municipal authority is derived
from and in the last resort de-
pends for its maintenance upon
the strength and backing of the
national government under the
terms of the constitution, an at-
tempt to overthrow or dizsplace
eivie anthority by foree is in fact
zecition ; and that plotting to hring
such foree to bear is “‘seditious
conspiracy-"’
| It would appear from the conree
of the defence that the strike had
been engineered under the impres-
sion that if the ultimate logmical
result of suecess of such a *‘sym-
Eat-hetlm’" strike were kept in the
ackground the penalties for sedi-
tion and seditions conspiracy coul/
be avoided in ease of failure. Tt is
vbvious that congfituted authority
]ﬂuuhl not be dafied and set aside
with ultimate sueeess in the eity of
Winnipeg without the authority of
the erown as representod hy the
dominion government being also
Jefied and ser aside Under our
constitution the whole military
force of the dominion is at the dis-
posal of the civic anthority in case
of necessity; as was finally dem-
‘onstrated at the elimax of “he|
Winnipeg strike,

To foreibly establish a '"dicta-
torship of the proletariat™ in Win.
nipeg was to overthrow the au-
thority of the erown, '

A city has not separate existonen |
from the country of which it forms|
a part, For convenience and bet-
ter administration {presumably)
't has 4 measure of home rule, Dot
that measare of home rule does
not in any depree divores thoe au-
thority delegated through the pro
vincial government to the eitw
from* the responsibility of the
crown- The crown delegates some
portion of its power and authority
o the eity for their presumably
Detter  exercise there: but  the
erown is not therchy divested of
eneh authority, or any portion of
it 1f and when the anthopity thus
delegated censes to funetion be
eanse of foree used against it.

- There was no question about the

temporary overthrow of civie an-
rhority, or about the existence of
a conspiraey to achieve that par.
poser  The state is one and in-
divisible, To foreibly scize or 1|
publicly defy constituted authorit;
whether national, provineinl orl
civie, is in fael sedition.  But sy
to whether such aet should be
elassrd as sedition would depend
on the gravity of the oecasion. |
There is no doubt that the oeeasion
of the so.ealled *““sympathetic'!
strike in Winnipee was sufficient. |
v prave to justify the verdiet of
thin jury on the facts branght to!
their attention and emphasized hy
witness after withess,

While no direet attempt or pro- !
posal to overthrow the govern- !

ment of Canada was brought ont | "
n evidenee, there is no doubt in ©

the minds of any ane who folloywed

he events of the strike at the time |7

fwith the branch strikes and ot.]
tempted strilies  thronghout the
west ). that thar was the real ob

et The strilkes  at Winnipeg,
Fidmonton, CUalgary and Vaneou-
ver wore a try out,  Their sneeess
workd have meant the subvertion |
of constituted anthority threueh

out the west- A rallving oronnmd
for the ' red ™ element in the Unit

e States would have been esiaiss
hshed, No oman eould el what
the onteome might have been, 1t
i not conceivable that the sirika
besders had no plan other than the



damage they were able to do Ly
the length to which they went,
['nless their abijeet was palitical
revolution they were simply a
pang of thugs whoe wanted to des-
troy for the sake of destroving,
Fiven they would hardly elaim that
distinetion for themselves
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