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JELLS OF MEETINGS
AT MASTIC THEATRE

Y{rong Feeling Against Gov-
ornment and in Support
of Soviet Rule

A ]

ryu-ther evidence was given Satur-
day at the trial of 1. J. Dixon, M.L.
A., befure Mr., Justlice Galt, the ac-
cused conducting his own defence un-
episted by any legal adviser.

"Hen Batsfurd, cartoonist for the
Fyee I’ress, tegtitied that he had at-
tended the meeting held at the Ma-
jeutic theatre, Jan. 19, 1319, and gave
evldence a8 to the rioting that took
place a week ialer.

Tne principnl gpeakers at tne Ma-
Jestie theatre ineeting, witness sald,
were It. B. Russell, R, J. Jolhms, Geo.
Armatrong and Sam Blumenberg, the
neral trend of the gpeecies belng
warning tu e audience that a
revolution Was coming :n this coun-

~ Armstrong, he sald, spokoe on
fnanclal affalrs, and gaid that dur-
g the war tnere hiid Leen much ex-
p:oumg of llnunces. e had then
gpoken in support of soviet Russia,
condemm:d the press for suppressing
all the true fuctg about the Russian
gitpation, and predicted that Bolshev-
s would spread all over the world.
These Utlerances, witness sald, were
received by the audience with ap-

;!au:e.and Jeers.

In reply to o question by Hugh
pritlipps, I<.C., counsel for the crown,
zhneds fald that there had heen di-
verzent views expressed by Johns
ynd Blumenberg as 1o whiat sort of
-ayointion it wouid be. Johns pre-
ileted 4 bluodless revolution, which
xould be brouznt about by paralyz-
{ag the wheeis of Industry, forcing
1o capltallats to submit without de-
mur, Blumenpers,  on the other
tand, declared that much bleed would

be spllt.
A copy of she Scoclalist Bulletin was

(gentified by the witness as a simi-
lar copy to the one which he had
-;u-:chascd on coming out of the meet-

4 wag put in as evidence and
carked “Exhibit No. 7.”  Mr. Phil-
{tops read certain articles f:om thls

-
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1ssue to the Jury. Theso condemned
the government and the press, and
were loud In their pralee of soviet
RRussla.,

The witnegs then gavo ovidence on
the riot at the Swirt Canadian plant
abhout a week later, telling how allens
cinployed there hnd beon made to
come out and kiss the Unlon Jack,
and how the varlous plices of bunsl-
ness conducted by anllens had bheen
wreckad,

Witneas Cross-Examinad

Cross-examined by IMxon, witnoas
fald thnt so far us he knew, tho ne-
cused had had no conmnection with
the meeting at the Majestle theatre.
Ele had not seen hhm there, had not
heard anv artleles purported to hnve
been written by him read, and hnd

not heard any * referencoe mndo to
hiim.

Witness told Dixon  hoe had heard
him speak at earvious polltienl moest-
Ings in Wiunlpeg, Wheaen he had firat
neard him apealc he knew that ho wans
a I.dberal. Later, he had heen load
to behieve from his pubile utteraneen
that he was a moderente nupporter
of Labor, and on the lnst ey occn-
slons he had been goreed to the con-
clusion, not withouwt regret, that
Dixon had Jeft the rAnks of the mod-
erittes for thoge of tha extiemliata,
The witnesy «wild that he had often
Atended politienl meotings and i
often heand oune political party at-
tack another, somotimes cather bit-
terly, but hnud never hemid the men-
tion of one party received by the
other with Jeers as had been the
casa at the meoting at thoe Majestie
theati o,

In i brief re-cxamination, Mr. Phil-
lippy referred to thls meeting and
took the witness over the ground
again. Witness sald that he had
never heard one polftieal party Jjeer
at the mention of another in publie
meetings. At this partlenlar mecot-
ing, however, the feeling of the nuill-
ance seemed to be particularly cen-
venomed aguiinst the goverunment and
the ecapitallaty, and very strongly In
favor of soviat government.

Reporter Gives Evidence

Cecil Lamont, & roporter for tho
Winnipeg Telegrim, called by
Mr. Phillipps, testifed  that he

v "the meeting held at the
Walker theatre on Dec., 22, 1918. He
hivw seen dJohn Queen, R B, [Russell,
Rev., Win. Ivens and Georgo Arm-
strong there, but could not say
whether or not Dixon was nresgent.

The witness testifled that he had

last seen John Queen., who was|
chalrman at the Walker theatre:



meoting, under trial In assize court
No. _1. He had also seen in that
court Rev. Wm Ivens and Geo. Arm-
strong, who wero fuclng similar
charges, He hnd Ilast scen R, B,
Runsell In comt at the timn of his
trinl,

Mr. Dixon objected to this form of
avidenee, becanuse he snid it was not
relevant to this cuse and becauno
this court was not concerned with
whnt was tdklug place In  other
cotrts, Mr, Phillippy stated® that he
wished to show that this avidence
hivdl o direet connection with the
Cnignry convention which he {n-
tended to bring up Inter, and \ In

which It wonld be shown who were.



p{csent from Winnipeg on that occa-
sian.
Judge Admits Evidence ,
The witness sald that he had come
to the Walker theatre meeting late
and had not heard tho first gpeakers,
but hnd got the resolutlons atter the
meeting was over from It B. 1Russell
and was told who moved the resolu-
tlons and who seconded them. Dixon
objected to the putting in’ of this
evidence, whieh he characterlzed ns
henigay. After a lengthy argument,
Mr. Justice Galt admitted the evi-
dence.
A copy of the Western Labor
vews, dated Dec. 27, 1919, contiining
n report of the :neeting at the



Wullﬂ,'r theatre, was put {n, as evl-
dence _for the crown .and this con-
cluded My, Philllpps®. exnmlnntmn of

the witness,
In cross-examination Dixon at-

tembpted to engage the witness In a
discussion regurding government by
order-in-counci!. Crown counsel oh-
Jected and the objection was sus-
tained.
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