FERTILITY OF THE LAND |
JISTIRED THE COLONY

G. Howard Ferguson Outlines
Late Government’s Plan
.at Kapuskasing.

NO NEED FOR FAILURE

But Difficulties Were Great—
Planned To Keep Area
British.

In outlining the reasons at the
Kapuskasing probe yesterday after-
noon for the selection of the Nofth-
ern Ontarlo site as a soldiers' Settle-
ment Hoi. G. Howard Ferguson, late
Alinister of Lands, Mines and For-
ests, stated it was in the clay belt
on the best type of produétive land
he had ever seeir. It ivas one of the
peauty spots of Northern Ontario
and there were undeveloped water
powers on .the river which would
make possible the growth of a town
and condiice t6 industrial enterprise.
Further, it was hoped that the suc-
cessful cultivation of the Dominion
Experlmental Farm adjoining (on
1,200 acres given by the Ontario Gov-
ernment) would serve es an object
Jesson to the seitlers and “make vis-
ible to t};e eye the possibilities for
grain and vegetable production and
general agricultural work.” |

Was Meant for Farmers.

“The schémie in its ineeption was
an agricuitural scheme essentially,”
gaid the ex-Minister. “It was desir-
able that returned men who were

physically fit and felt like trying out
the conditions should be given the
opportunity. I was further exceed-
ingly anxious that we should Jay
the foundation of a pfoper British
spirit along the Transcontinental and
that a colony would spring up of
fmmense - value in disseminating
British sentiment and in maintainlng
loyalty to the country and its in-
stitutions.”

Discussing criticisms of climatic
conditions, he admitted the seasons
there were- shorter, but the days
were longer and the growth was
more prolific. :"“Anyone acquainted
with Northéfn:; Ontario conditions
knows that distriét will overtake a
fortnight's staft of Old Ontario.”
What coiild be! done in_the ralsing
of graln, vegetables and fruit had
been proven at Ground Hog Riveér lo
the east of Kapiskasing, ahd at
Hearst, abotit 70 miles further west.

Had Chanté to Withdraw.

The “men who went to the Mon-
teith scliool recéived private's pay
end séparation and patriotic, allow-
an®e, with the privilege of having
their velurn tiansportation paid if
they - féit *they could hot stand the
work.. A numbeér left after glving it
a triai, biit othérs were ambitious
and anxious to get to Kapuskasing.

" Many who went to thé settlement
did :not anticipate the strenuous la-
bor ahead of ithem; said Mr. Fér-
gugon., Ohe Hiah who .was a car-
penter was granted his wish to work
at his trade at $5 or $6 a day for a
time while his bush lot stood idle,
but afteir a while he was expected
to get ont with his clearing.

As timie proceeded it was discov-
ered that the plan of operation was
not working satisfactorily and that
there should be some limit of ex-
penditure in connection with the
clearing, therefore a scheme of con-
tract work was devised:

“Afost people: when talking about
the place forget its exact location.
Many yedrs ago it wiig thought im-
poss’ibie to grow anything at ‘Winni-
peg or Portage La Prairie, yet this
place is ‘50 miles further south: In
New ILiskeard . district Very few
farins can be bought, for less than
$6,000 or $8,000. That is the vision
I had for the future.”

Men Not Fitted,

The real difficulty seemed to be
that 2 number of meh were unfitted
for the wofk. He had ohly received
complaint- from about a dozen men.

H. McLeod, treasurer of thé G.A.
C., interrupted with the statement
that 95 per cent. had 1aid complaint.

Alluding to the expenditure of
$800,000 Mr. Ferguson sald a large
portion of this included road con-
struction, drainage and other work
always incldental. to the opening up
of 2 new gebtion. It is iny experi-
ence that in the initiatlon of an
enterprise of this kihid generous ex-
penditire must bée faced at the be-
ginnihg.” He regarded this work
as being of a perinaneént character.

Col. McLaren: “A’ statement has
been made in evidence that men
were medically unfit.”

Mr. Ferguson: “We did not dis-
cird mon because they had no teeth
or anything of that sort.” .

No Misrepresentations.

He deniéd that hién had been per-
suaded . to _go :there—let alone in-
veigled, ‘They went freely after
everything Was éxplalned to them.”

Mr. Nickle: - “Have you any idea
what should. be done} for the peo-
ple who are hopelessly in debt, who
have sunk a great deal of money in
- the veénture and who cannot make a
living in the event of it being dem-
onstrated that  cenditions are now
such that the scheme cannot be
made a succe§s?” .

M. Ferguson: “I could not make
a suggestion offhand.” The merits
of the scheme-could not be measured
by failures, he said, and he declar-
ed {hat cobndiliona 6f the general
situation could :be discovered almost
afiywhere. Mea In York Township
had made fs;ﬂu?es.

Some Came Back.

“lg it longer thah & two years'
propositionn?” “:}1 think so. Some
men who left went back agaiii which
showed they had found places where
conditions weré tinsatisfactory.”

He poiiited out that the winter of
1918 was . exceptiohally cold every-
where.

“My idea froft the start was of a
farmifig schetrie for thé benefit of
the returned soldier.” .

- Replying to Mr, McLeod he said
unless it was an agricultural scheme
in the Arat place it ioiild te of no
use to the returned mén as & re-
establishment undertaking.

No Pulp:Mill Promised.

Mr. Ferguson denied that a defin-
ite promisé hail bebn made to the
meli of the establishment of a
pulp mill. - An agreemient had been
made with certain parties to whom
a pulp concession had been sold for

of one of the ﬂnancie'rs' and war c -
dm.ons it had not been ercctgff. co‘;\n
Ohio man had now been -interested
in the undertaking and the time
for bush operation had heen extend-
ed to this winter. . Preparations, he
understood, were now under Wiy,
The pulp concession was sold ~aftef
the colony was estzblizhed: :
Trained at T.oiceith.

Major Thomas L. Kennedy, who

QWas in charge of the first batéh of

20 men who went to Monteith in 1917
for six weeks' trainifig and s‘ubgzisz
quently went to Kapuskisinig, testi-
elams ‘sefitoq Juissaiiley pasiidwoo
1319140y 318 tofjonaisur a3 eyl pat
‘v{ork, milkifg eows, work with cat-
tle, plowing, stumping, DLurhing,
bulldihg Bush fénces and. gardening.
Withess thought this instruction
coutd have beeh better given at
Kapuskasing. When they arrived at
the latter place conditions were very
bad, flies were troublesome and it
was diffieult to ‘et carpenters to
eréct houses. Wheli autumn came
agti)ll:t seventeén houses had been
“What experience' had 1
traihing men for the north ctﬁx&x‘yg"*
asked Chairman Nickle. “None at
all,” was the reply. ’
‘Witness addéd ké had an expert

woodman -under him.  Major-. Ken-

nedy said he left Kapuskasing In
March, 1918, on account of fll-
health. They - started first paying

men -by the day, but soon found ‘it
necessiry_to change to . the
system. It was bard to get-men to
work for the (Government, he sald.

R

Bach man showld NGl & \0Im -
; é-:xelled to clear his (;:!'tw;c of

personal interest was noticeable and
ivhen “news” arrived from Toronto
men preferred to discuss it in prefer-
ence to working. ’

SEVEN PERSONS INJURED

8ix Cars of _C.P.R. Train Derailed
Near Metagama.

Montrea), Mareh 3.—Seven passeh-

gers were slightly injured when the

six fedr cafs of train No. 3, west-

bound froin Torento- to

ing to word received by C.P-R. offi-
clals bere. The accideht was caused
by & broken rail. ’

Still Near Parry Sound.

Parry Sound, March 3.—A still
was seized on the farm of Wm. Cas-
canette, flve miles from here, and
Cascanette was fined $100 and costs.

group!.

_ Vancouver, |
teft the rails near Metagama, accord-
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few large investors,

offered for sale.

the puipose, but.through the death

ing stock ina company
accomplish two things, namely, raise mone

For this reason the par value of the shares w:

We have been askéd why we did not let som
established business built up the only way a successf
deal with, that it should not be necessary to spend vi

The profits of the business for the past few ye

EXTERIOR ORIGINAL STORE, 1915.

~ Authorized Capital §

‘Dividends Payable Quar

‘1R The Sheffield Lunch was opened, on a small s
S. and William H. Youngs.

After a period of only six weeks, the business
’ Even that did not provide sufficient room to accomm
% Street was secured, and as the accompanying illustra
ped down town Lunch Rooms in Toronto.

The interest of Elmer S. Youngs was bought |
progressively successful that he decided to reorgani
extremely careful, experienced and conservative ma
A business is success contingent in so great a measure
retained the‘management' of the Lunch Rooms in the
ness wholly in the Company’s stock, {not a cent pai
pany which has taken over the biisiness as a going c

Having decided to form a company, it was of
or to open it to the public. The 1
is naturally going to boost th
y to start

A new and attractive lease has been secured
. A bonus feature which should net the invest
All money raised will be devoted to the openi
The expense of organizing and incorporating

Only 1,500 shares were offered, and are goir
pose of getting your co-operation.




