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A SORRY. BARCAN

Unfit Men Were Placed in
‘_Soldier Settlement With No
Possibility of Making Good

\
:
1 Toronto, March 19.—Give each sel-
ler the privilege of electing to remaiu
!n the country or leave, is the re-
of the ( i
composed of W. F. Nickle, K. C:
Lieut.-tol. John 1. McLaren and Prof.
John I. Sharp;, which investigated the
affairs of the Kapuskasing soldier
settiement. The report was tabled in
the at the ad of
the House last night.

The report finds many of the soly
diers' grievances justified, and pro*
ceeds to make recommendations. For
those lcaving the colony it suggests
a form.of compensation for work done
and_ bulldings erccted. It further re-
commends that any one leayipg !
colony be ziven'free transportation
to any part of Ontario to which-they
degire to go. The Commission urges
speedy action in closing up the organ-
ization as it exists at present.

“It would have been better, in the
light of after experignce if fitness of
the men for pioneer work had been
more seriously* considered before senu-
Ing. them 1o the colony,” says-the re-
port. It adds that those, after they
got started and ‘were found wanting,
should not have peen permitted io
remain. It states that if the puip
mill had been jn operation it wbuld
have relieved much of the distress of
the colony.  “Attention should fur-
ther be directed to the mecessity of
the settler having from 35 to 50 acres
clecred and cultivated bleore u living
may be made from the soil,” continues
the' report. It adds that the settler
must find work not directly connect-
ed with agriculture to earn enough to
provide for his family,

Some of the reasons given for the
colony folk being unable to suppo=t
themselves are given in the report as
follows: Army life tended to weakcn
personal initiative; paternalism of the
scheme fugther weakened Initiative;
unfamiliarity with the work of cleai-
ing land; physical and temperaments|
disahility; dlsapp‘o,'nlmcnl with pion
cer dife; difficulties” with  the com-
munity usq of horses, and 1918 and
1919 having laculim Iug LR
Sons.

“Considerat] of {';;urm shors‘
that the province has spent a large
amount of money. for very smali re-
h:sns, and your Commission is of the

nion that'the unsatisfactory condi-
tions should have been dealt at
a much” carlier date,’ says the report.
The Commission, however, does ot
accept the soldiers’ opinions as to
he sgricultural possibilities  of the
chungry. The report says: “The (‘om-‘
missioh is of opinion that little or
no weight ought to be attached ln‘
the statement of the Kapuskasing »ul-‘
dier scttler with re
cultural possibilitics of that district.
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