ONTARIO HOUSE
HAS HOT DEBATE
ON KAPUSKASING

Major Toimie Says Conditions
at Soldiers’ Colony Were
Disgrace

il e

KALEIDOSCOPIC CHANGES

o

Hon. G. H. Ferguson Hopes
Rev. Edgar Watson is Not
so Reckless in Pulpit as
in Legislature

e fp——

(By Canadian Press.)

Toronte, April 8.~Debate on ¢« -
tions at Kapuskasing was once more
precipitated upon the Legislature
this afterncont, when Major J. G.
Tolmie, of Windsor, introduced a
resolution calling for adoption by the
House of the report of the commis-
sion which recently investigated the
soldiers’ settlement.,

Premier Drury insisted that the
Government be allowed to offer an

amendment. The Government, 8
stated, was in agreement with - the
findings of the commission in the
main, but did not wish to bind it-
self to all the recommendations made.

Charles MacRae, of Sudbury, ex-
pressed the opinion that two days'
ngtice of motion should be required,
The Speaker ruled this unnecessary,
in view of the fact that the subject
had already been before the House.

“1 have no objections to discussing
the matter, and feel that now is the
proper time,” declared Premler
Drury. -

Major Tolmie, after reviewing the
establishment of the soldiers’ colony,
referred to conditions there as a “dis-
grace and a dishonor.” On behalf of
the returned men, he demanded that
the issue be fairly faced. If the re-
port ¢f the commissioners was lack-
ing in anything, he considered it was
in criticlsm whick those responsible
for the prevailing conditions merited.
He criticized the Deputy Minister of
Lands and Forests for a remark at-
tributed to the latter, to the effect
that he could have filled the celony
with JFrench-Canadians, but that
none were wanted there,

“The evidence does not show that
the Deputy Minister was given an
ovportunity te reply to this charge,”
put in Heon. G. H. FPerguson.

Major T. L, Kennedy, of Feel, who
wae formerly connected with the set-
tiement, defended the asgsistant super-
intendent of the colony {rom charges
of evading military service. He
stated that the official in question
had lost an eye, and had several
times volunteered for service, but
had been rejected, ° i

Rey., BEdgar Watson, North Vie-
toria, was called to order by Hon, G.
H, Ferguson when he eriticized what
he termed “kaleldoscople changes' In
the svstems of payment followed at
Kapuskasing.

Mr., Watson stated that the con-
tract system had first been adopted,
and had given way to payment by
the day,

“That is not so,” declared Hon, Mr.
Ferguson. “‘The contract system was
not first employed, Don't develop
into a demagogue in this House.”

“I'm not developing into a dema-
gogue,”” Mr. Watson retorted, with
strong emphasis on the personal pro-
noun. I am speaking the truth, and
I will not accept advice from the
member for Grenville on this matter.”

“If your sermons were as reckless
as your utteranees here,' Mr, Fer-
guson shot back-—-the remainder of
his remark was lost In a roar of
laughter,

“T should like to request the hon-
orable member for Grenville to con-
fine his remarks to this report, and
leave my private affairs alone,” Mr.
Watson protested. With reference to
Hon, Mr. Ferguson's connection with
the Kapuskasing eettlement, he, ex-
pressed the opinion that Mr, Fergu-
gon had been guilty of nothing more
than an error in judgment.

CENSURE AND SYMPATHY.

“The late Government s deserving
of some censure and a good deal of
sympathy,” observed Andrew Hicks,
the Government whip,

Zotlque Mageau, Liberal membe:
for Sturgeon Fulls, expressed the
opinion that the settlernent had heen
administered 1n methods dar Crom
business-like,

M. M. MacBride, South DPrant, ex-
pressed fthe belief that only one side
of the case had been aired In the
press, He asked for further Nght on
complaints against the depuly Min-
jetor of Lands and orests,

“Ig Kapuskalsing was not fit for
interned Germans, how much more
Adlggraceful 1t was do put war-worn
Canadlans itherq,” observed R. R
Hall, Parry Sound,

K. 8, Stover, Algoma, contended
that definite promises thad heen
made to the soldiers, “And dif you
make a promisa to a soldler, you had
better come through with 4" he
warned, He demanded the dismissal
of Alber Crigg, deputy Minister of
Lands and Morests, whom he held
responsible for conditions @t the
geltlement.

LIQUOR (EILL.

¥ G Sandy's dbill to prevent short.
elreniting of lguor, and to confine
to the license bourd the power of
importing diguor into Ontario, was
introdueed for its Cirst reading,

Hon, 43, H. Mgumn regletered a
protest, “If this il ig along the line
that newspaper reports state, it im-
poses a duty, and consequently, can-
not be bronght (n by a private mem-
ber,” he declared., "It should be =
Government measure”

“The blll dmposes no duty,” Hon,
W. B Raney explained,

Hon. Nelgon Parliament, Spealeer,
promiged to rule on the point tomor-
row. Meanwhile the bill was allowed
to stand without recelving fts dirst
reading,

Hon. G, H. Ferguson inquired con-
cerning & report in a morning paper
to the effect that thers would he no
public sittings of the commisslon
investigat'ng  the Department of
Lands and Forests, |

“There 18 no foundation for the
stutemont,” replled Hon, Ben.ah
Bowman,

Wil the sitting be pubie?™ de-
manded Me, Ferguson.

“Certainly,” roplisd Hon, W N
Raney,

WELOOMDE INQUIRY,

Yo far as T am concerned,” de-
clared Mr. ¥Verguson, "1 weloome the
fullest fnvestigatiem of the Departs
maent during the time that 1 had any-
| A do with 35, 8t will be i ves




lief to me, when the inv ation is
completed und the afiairs of the de-
purument revealed fo the R

un prepared to take full onsit il
ity for my acts, while dx ®tharge
and I challenge any man, either in
th's House or outside, to make 2
charge which he can substantiate

of maladministration in any matter
which came before me in that de-
partment." '

The recommendations made in the
réeport of the Cilvil Service Commis-
sioner will be carried out, in the
main, within the next yvear, Premier
Drury stated, in answer to omas
Marshall, of Lincoln, He exglaine!
that too large an outlay mifht Le

that sums will be placed in the e=-
t'mates, sufficiently large to cover
the required incredses, whick wil
then be gradually adepted.
LIQUOR IMPORTATION.

The bill introduced by F. G. Ban-
dy, of South Victoria, supplementing
Dominion Legislation prohibiting the
importation of Hquer into Ontario,
Is cniculated to render this province
a8 nearly ‘bone dry” as rests within
the power of the law, .

The bill, which is to be &ndwp as
the “liguor transactions act 1920
provides that ewvery person within
the province of Ontirio who, either
Py himself or his servant or his
agenl, fransports or carrvies ligquor
within Ontario for sale or consump-
tion within the province, or who de-
Hvers liguor to any person in On-
tario for sale or consumption within
the provinece, shall be gullty of an
offence, and subject to the penal-
ties provided by the Ontario Tem-
perance Act. Any liguer transported
contrary to the provisions of the
bill may be seized and dealt with
21 the manner provided in the O, T.
The provisions of the O. T. A. re-
specting offences, penalties gand pun-
ishment, and the enforcememt of the
act, shall, so far as gre’ a.piﬂicafb}e,
ﬁ@ly to the Ldquor Transactions

t. ;

Specific mention is made that ‘the
act does not forbid sale, transpoftia-
tion or delivery of liquor for export
from Ontario; trausportation of li~
quer through Omntario, from any
place out of the province to any oth-
er place outside the province: sale
and dellvery of liguor by or under
the order of the Ontario’ ' License
Board for any purpose for which the
liquor may be lawfully sold, supplied,
delivered until the provisions of the
Canada Temperance Act and ils
amendments, _

The act is to come inte force on
& date 0o be named by the lieutena
ant governor in counecil. The defin-
itlon of lquor is the same as in the
Ontario Temperance Aot
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