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]
irrived  at by the representatives- of the
lanadian peopls on. Canadian soll. Any
ther procedurs would not end, but would
yerpetuate, the dependence Mr. Dafoe de-
ylores, ; :

-

CANADA AND THE POLES. 1!

Wers Mr, Yloyd George ¢o find it neces-|
sary in defenss of ths Integrity of Poland

Zto bring about a stats of war between

. Soviet Russla and Great Britain, Canada

would bs &t war, In common with the other
overskas Dominiong, as 3 Tresnlt of the
action of a Govermment and a Parliament
in which ths Cara®lan paople have no rTap-
resentation and over which they exerciss
relatively little infinence. '

Thers conld be mo actve particlpation
in such a war Yy Camndlian froops excspt
by counsent of the Parliament of Canada, dut
a decluration ‘of ‘war on the part of the
British ParHament wonld lead at once to
ths suspensiom of tradse between Russia and
the Dominion, to the selznre of the prop- |-
erty of Canadians &y tha Soviet anthoritles, |-
and to other acts of war which might be
within ths power of the Government of
‘M.nucow.

. There 1s much sympathy +with Poland |
in Canada. The constancy with which the

Poles, during a ceminry and a half of en-

glavement, keld high the torch of liberty

tonched ths imagination of Canadians, as of
all the freedom-loving peoples of Europe.

The action of Narshal Pflsudski's Govern-:

. ment in endeavoring to posh the boundaries

of the recreated Palish State far to the east

of the territory occupied by the Polish race
was snicidal, and thers was in Canada, as
elsewhere, a feeling that he and his ad-
visers werp tempting fate. The disaster
which has overtaken Poland's armies in the -
field becams inevitable when Polish ambi- |
tions bronght abont 2 nnion of Russjans of

.widely divergent visws in defense of their

‘common conntry. Busia\ reacted to in-

vasion as the British Empire would uader

similar clrcmstzmce.s.— No one can blame

the Russlans for driving the invaders out!

’ of territary to which ethnographically |

: Poland can lay no claim, but the Allied

peoples will not, withoat a struggle, permit

| yPoland. once mors to be swallowed np by

the Mnscovite. [Camada in this respect is

entirely in accord with the course outlined
by the British Government.,

But if ths Canadian peopla are aga.ln!
to become an active factor in the settlement
of European affairs it must be in a con-
stitntional and regularized fashion. Loose
talk of sending one or two Canadian divi-|

- -gions to Poland “when the call comes” is
bound to fl%ndnne disquiet in the country.
The Government of Canada has no dele-
gated power to participate in war or to
make peace without the consent of the
elected representatives of the people in Par-
lament assembled. -Ar. Meighen, in con-
nection with the Siberian and Archangel ad-
ventures, learned how unnpopular were
emall, semi-official wars entered upon by the
Mindstry without the fnll consideration and
consent of the people’s representatives. He
is not likely io give eonntenance to an-
other such campaign withont placing the‘l
facts befors Parliament and securing the '
consldered jndgment of members. That will
involve a special session, should the Polish
crisis become acnte, bnt the expenmse and
disturbance of an emergency call to mem-
bers is greatly to be preferred to any
attempt by the Ministry {o usurp functions
which must be exercised solely by Parlia-
ment if popular govyernment in the Do-
minion is not to becoms extinct.

There has been talk of the creation of a
Council of Empire, composed of representa-
tives of all the British peoples, which shall
have jurisdiction over questlons of peace
and war. JIn this connectlon Mr. J. W.
Dafoe, speaking befors the Imperial Press
Conference, declares that Canada’s present

situation Is one of dependence, In spite of
after-dinner speechez about equality, and
urges that a formal declaratlon be made
“that British countries are mations of equal
status united in a partnership of consent.”
Such a declaration would do little to-
ward solving the practical problem arising
out of the suggestion that Canada help in
the defenss of Poland. Canafian represen-
Zatives sitting as members of an Imperial
War Counefl with powsars egual 2o those
possessed by the xepresemisfives of the
United Kingdom could :not be giyen, authority
to declare war or maks peace. At thq best
their decisions muxt he wubject to the
approval or disapprovel ©f the Canadian
Parllament. In maefters of national de-
fense, and in Tegarld 19 il guestions which
mey involve Canatia iin wan, thers can be ne
\ Qelegation of authority 45 a0y Committes or
Council sitting in Zondan of ‘wideh the Do-
minion’s representatives muat ingvitably anc
properly form but a small minority,
Canadians ot all-parties -will stand firmls
for the principle that in ‘matlers concerning
" Canadian participation-in world polities, anc
-.particularly in‘the consideration of Issyes
of :peace-and WK, Lhe final decision shall B
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