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t‘ CANADA AND IMMIGRATION.

-I Washington despatcbék abatq;t‘h)at a com
. | mittee of Congress is to consider a privatt

bill providing for the protection of citizens of
the United States by the suspension of lmmi-
gration for two years! The héavy influx of
newcomers is given as the cause for the
appearance of this’measure. Canada, on
the contrary, is eager for immigration of the
right kind, especially for the type that is
sturdy enough and properly qualified to take
up agriculture. There is a call also for
men for the forests and the mines, and
various construction projects that through-
out the war and since have been hampered
by lack of labor. .

1t is probable the new wave of immigra-
tion beginning to flow into this country wiil
in a short time redress an outflow to the
United States that was beginning to assume
distur?ing proportions. Since the signing
of the armistice the revival of immigration
has been most encouraging. For the twelve
months ending March, 1920, the number of
new arrivals to the country was approxi-
mately 120,000, of whom 50 per cent. came
trom (he British Isles, and the major part
of the remainder from the United States,
In so far as the latter country is concerned,
however, the balance for the last filve years
is against Canada. Between March, 1914,
and March, 1920, immigrants from across
the’ border numbered 270,234, while emi-
grants from this country between June,
1914, and June, 1919, totalled 604,065, a
net loss to Canada of 333,831 in the ex-
change with the country to the south.
From all countries in that period, includ-
ing Great Britain and the United States, the
uggregate {mmigration was 40‘5,476. Thus
198,589 more people, left for the United
States than the total immigration into 'Can-
ada in the five-year period.

It should be remembered in considering
these figures that in the earlier years of
the war the amazing industrial and business
expansion of the greatest of neutrals
attracted many former American citizens
and Canadians (o the United States. No
doubt large numbers of enemy aliens and
recent settler's from European couniries not
in the war aiso made.their way across the
Mins. That war conditions were almost en-
tirely responsible for the outflow {8 proved
by the fact that if the figures for the last
ten-year period ars talen they show that
130,000 more people have come into Candda
trom the United States than have gome to
that country. In the three years before the
war 50.000 a year was the average excess
o? Immigration from across the border over
emigration in that direction. Immigration
to Canada reached its peak in the year end-
fng March ¥1, 1913, when 402,432 persons
were formally admitted. The next year
the total was 382,878. Then came the war
and the cessation of the flow from Europe.
In the year ending March 31, 1919, Canada
received a total immigration of only 57,702,
|and 40,715 ot these were from the.United
States. Aguinst that mumber the 120,000
for the, year closing with last March makes
a fine showing. ' : '

The real question for Canada, however,
is not s0 much the number of immigrants—
so long a8 those who do' come are of the
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right sort-—but the problem of keeplhg them
and- turning their ability {into the right
channels, In o country of such vast area
and gregt regources there ought to be room
for _hosts of thoss who ere mot afraid to
work with the fdea of winning the comforts
‘and indepehdence they could not find In
‘the crowded Old Waorld lands. Canada
should be able to retain them when they do
oome. It it is found that the *“drift ¢o the
United State§”—a famillar phrase decades
ago-—1s again becoming ‘eerlous, there should

be no halting until the cadse is found and
remedied. Canads wants the wight class of
immigrants, and she wants o0 keep them,
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