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) PROSPECTS OF IMMIGRATION.
Immigration, poputation and settle-
I ment are perhaps the most important

matters of public policy for this coun-
try. It is destrable, Drst, to develop

the resources of the country and its
. | Industries s0 as to provide employment
| for Canadians at home and to prevent
the exodus of young men to the Unlited
States. But our undeveloped territory
is so vast that the natural growth of
the natlve population, even if all re-
1 tained, would leave this a very sparse-
f 1y settled country for many Yyears.
Hence the desirabllity of immigration
for the purpose of sctiling the great
| tertile areas of the west. This settle-
{ment is of high importance from the
| point ot view of the empire as well us
of the nation. The more western Can-
ada Is settled the more it becomes a
igranary for the United Kingdom as
|well as for Canada, and the more i
{lessens the anxlety of British people at
home about food supplies. It is not

boasting, but speaking with perfect
sobriety, to say that Canada possesses
in every respect except population the
status of a first-class power. With
comparative case she has obtained pos-
session of a territory which would oe
regarded by France or Germany as a
magnificent empire. It has been brought
y before the notice of the world recently
| by the discovery of gold in the Yukon;
-but as a matter of fact Canada possesses
']ntlxcr resources far greater and more
| permanent than gold. Sho possesscs in
n}\’ery large measure the things which
':(n'lbio people to live In health, comfort
iand independence: a healthful cltmate,
iebundance of wood, abundance of
"\\'umr, fertile soil, and such minerals
as nickel, iron and coal, which become
‘lhe foundations of great {ndustries.

e There is evidence that the ilow of
' immigration towarq Canada has falrly
set In. The number of homestead en-
tries made in the Regina office, accord-
“ing to 'The Leader. was 185 in 189 ani

(173 in 1386, In 1898 the nuwmber was
502, and in 1R99 it was 859, It Is esti-
!matcd that the sales of the Canadian
nf acific Land Department for the past
' year amount to $2,000,000. The velume
; of business is 100 per cent. more than in
i8%7.  Some people are nervous about
. the number of Galleinns and Doukho-
“bors who have entered the couniry,fear-
ing that they will form themselves into
close communitier, and that by heir
ignorance of our language and institu-
tions they will become a dangerous or

at least an obztructive element. Tho
 danger has been exaggerated for polit-
“ieal purposeg, and, in ract, it may al-
: most be said to have no real existence.
. The number of foreigners is very smatl
lin comparison with the total popula-
tion : and 2 man is not neeessarily de-
ficieni In morals er inteliect becuus.
. he does not happen to have bhecen born'!
| in the British Istands. In some cases
! tyranny may have caused a certain
amount of ignorance and superstition,
;or a cirtain dispesition to submit to
! injustice, but it fs  wonderful how
{ quickly these drawbacks disappear un-
‘tder the influence of free institutiouns,
plenty of land, eduration and opportun-
ities for advancement., | The general
- aceount of the Doukhobors is that they
are ea for education, aud it would

he a patriode wurk to give them facil-
ities for acquiring a knowleige of our
. language and our institutions. No
s doubt {L would be advantageous to have
o larger number of setulers trom Great
, Priwdn and the Untied Suates, who are
acquainted with our tanguage and ways
of living. 'Thig will come in guod time.
As the United States become more and
mere thiclly populited  the overfiow
will naturally find its way toward Can-
ada, The Winnipeg Tree Press said
recently j—

A statement made up by the Tmmi-
gration Agept for North Alberta shows
y u..xL « ut G 5200 settiers for the ealen-
L 1800 who went into that dis-
T were rrem the Taited States)
iy IDaglish-gpeaking tmini-|
1 Ly far the largest item
During the saawe yoear,
. the twelve months ending Decctiber!

.ol last, there were seat from the Siate

pof Minnesotn LOSE Immigrants 16 (e

{ Canndian northwest, took  with

carloads of eifects, which, o~

1ding :11, mwounted  in valae o
NEAGARHYL These settlers were Ioeoated
in various i 11 LT Iy, Lol V-
phm W Hiver

ftiver ol
moand Ala-
m wl t o in 4\35!11 nee Albere,
cHosthern and Hog ln s skatein
found at abmost every town along i
vodine of railrond between Calgary ant
LE'monton. Mintesota, althousg! A
near to uk Isop teaily @ new field
Sttt i3 being workad in the int st of
L s went. These resulis are very
tie the efforits of Alv, Ben

Davies, who has charge of the Cana-
Vdlan Government Agency at St. Paul,
Cand who renorts that the indications
for the coming season polnt to a very
hrge increase of immligeation to Man!i-
toba and the Territorles.”

There is no disposition to underrote
the importunce of immigration from
» British sources,  In the last two ye
i the attention of Englishmen and their
(nelghbors at home huas been directed to
Canada in various woysg, and the nat-
ural result will e an fncereasge in the
volume of migreation from that source.
‘There is probably not a bhetter tield for !
i British labor or for Diritish capitut lll‘
“the world than the Dmninion of Can-!
ada, and the more quickly that fact ;3
reecgnized the Letter for Conada and |
for the empire, .
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