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HE FOUND EfsrlY
“MENPACKEDIN A
~ LODRING ROON

Abhorrent Conditions Found Last
Night When a Second Inves- ]
tigation Was, Made. .

™~

pAID FIVE CENTS TO
GAIN ADMISSION

Thirty-Seven Men ‘Were Lying
About thg Fioors in All
Kinds of Postures.

oo D

s a result of the invesﬁg@;idns 1,
made in several Jodging houses last B
yeck, and bringing. the matter to the |;
potice of the Mayor and the Board of
Control, through the publicity given’ i
in The Star, the Soctal Service Com- i,
mission was requested to investigate |,
into the number a.ngl condition of the j.

rei’s lodging houses. e L

1 again made visits ‘last n.ight and
tound these places in the same con-
dtion as regards clearliness. During-
the few days since the ‘matter’, was
referred to the commission its attem-
tion has been occupied with the regis-
wation of the unemplo;jed.' .

On my first call I -was refused ad-
mission, the man in charge telling me
that he had got inte trouble with the
. proprietor for admitting me previous-
ly. 1 learned, however, that sixteen
men slept on the’ floor in one-room
on Monday night and a similar num-
per were present in the room last
ight. In qonversa.uon I found ,that I
might expéct violence if found making
investigations, so I secured the help
of two of the men, who accompanied
me into the house in which I' had
found §0 ruen in one room.

Paid Five Cents. - ‘

\fuffling myself "up T paid wmy five
cents and gained entrance into the
room. ‘Thirty-seven en . were lying
apout en the .floor and on forms in {]
all kinds of postures. At the far end |,
of the room I found an old harmonium, |

. which gave the impressicn ' that the
room had once heen used as a4 mi3- |
glon. A number of meén more -fas- i,
.
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dlous than the rest had spread old
 pewspapers on "ilheé floor and, lay on
these with rolled up coats for pillows.,
- A dismal gos jet cast a weird. light
into the gloom of tais home. of ||
wretchedness. In’ Styglan _corners I
tlked with these. outcasts of society,
men who asked me how I could hope
that anything would be done for them,
men who are afraid of arousing the
- gispleasure of the orkeeper: by belng
.seen talkiig to me. and thus being |
singled out and refuscd admission. -
. A Victim .of. Disease.. + . .|
" 1 heard of one man- who' has’ been
desping there whose hand and ‘body
sr2 breaking into running soTes. As
. galv two towels are provided for these
men it is small wonder that disease
te breaking oui among them. I don’t
think that any humane man could see
the conditions under which these mien
are Iiving and not want. to move
_keaven and carth {o" haye_ then
altered. Glve these men the worst
charzeter vou can imagine, even then
they deserve better treatment at the
hands of society than the bestiality
~of twing herded tegether worse than
catile. The room must be impreg-
.nated  with disease, whilst the foul
a'r is rerking witn poison.
Incredible Conditions,
In my next visit I found ‘fifteen
men cleeping in a stagnant atmo-
sphery  which was nauseating. The

_2vatories are geparated from two
gieepiny, rooms ly & wood partition,
ihe broken windows aflowing offensive
smells to reach the sleeping men.
_The deeper tragedy in these men’s
lives lies in the fact that” they are
. sinking int> a morass of misery which
. sxcludes all beauty, love, and color.
A slght less painful, but still pro-
vocative of thought was shown to me
by Major Frazer, the assistant prison
sscretary of the Salvation Army. Their
doors were open to men, last night for
the first time this winter free of
charge. and one hundred and fifty men
were sleeping on chairs, forms, and on
the fioor. Twenty of ihe men are mar-
ried, with wives and. familles in the
-0ld Country. Major “ Frazer is well
acquainted with the .criminal and
loafer class and he told me that ninety
per cent. of the men sleeping at the
Amy headquarters, Albert street, are
respectable men. His practised .eye
_toon getects the averagoe workman
._lommefaced to own his -sore straits.
Une young man was taken off the
treets, who had not broken his fast
for three days, and he declared he
;roulu starve rather than let his people
In Montreal know of his plight. ‘Heé Is
?well-dressed voung* fellow come in
. from the North. o
A Pitiable Case. . ‘
_ Anotier case was a decent man of
33 years who had never accepted char-
¥ in his life, and only the direst

necessity compelled him to seek food

2nd shelter from the Army. .

[hiIaJOr Frazer declares that half of

an.dlll\?ll sceking aid belong to the clwy

o the number of destitute men is on
é_mcrease during the last few days.

molnce Thursday last nearly four

. hunli]sand meals have been given, four
an red and twenty men were fed
R 'a‘.e_s esterday. Fifty baskets of food
kete been given to familles, each bas-
»cenconta.lmng a dollar’s worth of gro-|
dredes' In addition to this, four hun-
By and fifty pleces of clothing were
glven out to-day- .

- er;rlh}e{ Major thought that the old Gen-
foo qospim.l would be better provision
mexf ]eeph}g quarters than so0 many
e sbc-gpmg in a hall. The men are
wasdh drlght, clean hall which will be
bontr:stby them each Gay, a striking
Boges to the filth of the lodging
. Infjﬁi: anyone may think the House of
m‘nﬁry is not oyer-crowded I may

2oom Oln that forty men. slept,ln one
. ast night on a concrete floor.

hundred and sixty. were acconi-

Modated in beds. . -
H. WILSON.




