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Employe of License Deopartment
Confesser at Court of |
. Rovision

WORK WAS DONE |
BACK IN APRIL

Italian Witnesses Swear They
Never Signed Names Lo
Papers

— - —

Now that the charges of whole.
sale naturalization frauds, hrought
by the Liberal party in Winnipeg
agninst the Roblin interests, are
proven to have a foundation in
(act by thy revelations made be.
ore Judge Dawson, at the court
of revision last evening, the lead-
ers of the Liberal party today de-
clare that they intend to go after
the men higher up and prosecute
them to the full extent of the law,

The truth of Thomas H. John.
son's statement of some days ago
that hundreds of bogus naturali-
zation papers had been made out
by the connivance of the Manitoba
license department, and that these
names had been registered as
qualified voters, was made clear
when John J. Pickersgill, an em-
plove of the liquor license de-
partment, confessed, under pres-
sure, to signing numerous natur-
alization papers, the applicants
for whieh he had never seen.

Tries to Block Quiz

J. B. Coyne, counsel for the Liberal
party, was examining the witness when
the first admission was made. George
A. Eiliott, representing the Conserva-
tive interests, made a strenuous en-
deavor to have the inquiry blocked. He
’flvanoad legal and technical argu-
ments times without number, but
Judge Dawson declided that Plckersgill
should be allowed to gay what he wish-
ed In connection with the matter.

"1 Imagine,” said the Judge, at one
time, “that a great many of these cer-
tiflcates of naturalization were got to0
easily. It is high time the Dominion
government did something to stop
this."

While Pickersglill was still on the
stand J. B. Coyne produced and filed
as an exhibit a typewritten list of 321
names of persons to be naturalized,
that had been procured from the office
Oof the license Inspector. Each name
wag numbered, and the list ran from
025 to 646, At the top of the sheets ap-
peared the numbers 2399, which Mr.
Coyne declared appeared to be the
number so naturalized.

Work Done in April

Opposite each name on th list, initials
"C)' “N" or "S" appeared. Pickers-
gill explained that this meant Center,
North or South Winnipeg. He declar-
ed that the work had been done away
back in April,

The sensation came as the upshot of
a protest made by the Liberals regard-
ing the registration of 42 Itallans, who
were registered by the naturalization
method at a booth on Ellice avenue,

The Italians were produced in court
and each examined separately. Many
of these stoutly asserted long residence
in Winnipeg and Manitoba, but the
proof by handwriting tests was easlly
obtalned that many of the papers had

been forged, for the purported signers
could not make anything like the sig-
nature appearing on the naturalization
paper. In every case the Itallans ad-
mitted they had not sought naturaliza.-
tion, but the documents had ben pro-
cured for them.

The examination of John J. Pickers-
gill, although he was standing at the
witness rail for more than one hour,
did not take more than twenty min-
utes. The balance of the time was con-
gumed in flerce legal argument hetween
counsel.

None Appeared in Person

The cases of the protested Italians
were taken one by one., Nichola Caprl
was the name which appeared on one
document signed by the witness. He
admitted that he had never seen the
man in his life before coming into
court, He then decided to waste no
more time, but freely admitted that
none of the large number of men whose
naturalization papers he had fllled out
had come before him.

Most of the certificates, he said, had
been given to him at his home In Ncr-
wood, while he obtained others at 1ne
office of the liquor license department.
He had filled in some of the papers at
home and some in the office,

At the commencement of the work,
gald the witness. he was given a small
list upon which were a few names,
but a month ago he was handed the
large typewritten list and he made out
those papers, opposite the names of
which his Initials appeared. Asked
point blanw who handed him the list,
the witness stammered and stumbled
and finally declared that he found them
on the table In the office and knew
it was his duty to fill out the papers,
After much pressure Pickersgill ad-
mitted that Richard Power, assistant
chief license inspector, had given them
to him.

Knew It Was lllegal

On one occasion he had told Mr.
Power that he and they were doing
wrong to fill out naturalization papers
in the absence of the signatories, but
he had been told to go ahead and
evervthing would be all right.

He declared that he had never seen
Mike Johnstone, chief license inspec-
tor, regarding any of the papers, but
Provineclal Morality Inspector Battley
had Interestead himself on several oc-
casions.

In conclusion the witness admitted
that when the papers were finished he
delivered same of them to the Chureh-
{ll club, Garry street, and the remain-
der to the ligquor license department.
l-:le believed some had gone to the ho-
lels.

L‘roimlned by Mr. Elliott, Pick-



eragi!l sald he had heen a commissioner
for two years, He knew his duty and
that It was wrong to make out papers
ke that, People were lupll o
come before him and swear,., In num-
erous cases they had not done a0, He
knew this was wrong but he had heen
s'u'::ud that everyth.ng would be all
right
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