pean struggle s not to be m
by its material strength. The moral
effect (s, perhaps, more Important evea
than the fighting streagth which Can-
ada, Australla, South Africa and the
other Dominlons and dependencles of
the British Crown are bringing te
British arms in the fleld. This is evi-
denced by the enthusiasm which the
offers of help from Overseas have
aroused in the United Kingdom. - The
Manchester Guardian, the grest Jibdb-
eral paper of England, says that the
hearts of the people glowell as they
read the wonderful succession of tel-
e&nms from every part of the Empire.
No sooner was Britain's danger known
than “the most splendid and spontan-
ecous help” began to flow in on her
Srom exery comtinent in the world.
Australia ingtantly sef to work to
raise a contingent for the army; Can-
ada came forward with tens of thous-
ands of plcked men, a vast gift of food,
und a hospital ship. In South Africa
even the most exclusively Dutch, as
distinct from BEaglish, political group
threw utdc‘n once all party preoc-
cupations and put itself simply &t the
service of the Empire In its day of
trial. From India came a long proces-
sion of geuerous gifts or affers of ser-
Vice from fewdatory princes and from
Lodies which can speak for native
IJndia as a whole. ™

“In the modern history of the Em-
pird"” mavs the Guardian, “there has
beetn nothing so thrilling and so In-
finite!ly cheering. Io one week It has
dispelied the accumujated apprehen-
slons, rumors and siulster predictions
of a generalion How many times have
we been confidently told that our hold
upgi Wae losally of native India haa
wiik*ued; that the Boers o South
Africa woald desplse us for giviug
them freedom o govera themselves
and would turn on us in our firet hous
of danger; that the older free Domine
Jour were drifting away from us, form.
ing new connections, base»d on trading
interests, elwewhiere, and certain soor
to lvave us altogether unless we couy!ld

oatlud these allen suftors for their
lv».y.m.- and affeclion? But now,
alwol 1o an instant, the whole tru*h
of the unmarred happiness of our re-
lation with all our own people is bril-
bantly lit up ™

“The llumination.” the Guardaa
continues, “Is a delight and au €xtra-
ordinary encouragement. Also, lixe
tvery sudden avowal of an unknown
{ntensity of devotion In a friend, it !»
rather hhmblln; and searching. It
li:aker us ask ourselves what have we
dgne that al] these diverse, diversely
Blaced ;)('o&]j"--» British, French,
Duteh, luan, den.German, for the
Gécman ,\uscultar are as ardent as
otliers )nmuld ruxk‘m merge their
own interests, so far as they canin the
interest of these two small islands an-
ochercd in a sea so remote from them
nil. It cannot be race, it cannot be
language, it cannot be religlon, for
none of these s common to the whole
mass, it cannol be the assimilating
effect of an-identical form of govern-
ment, for there is n The Cana-
dian, South African, Australian
federal systems ure all différent, and
India has not got one at all. Indeed,
the forms of government are so many
and various that this very fact makes
us wonder whether it does not itself
give us the true prluuuon. Is our
hedfiship of the Empire loved, and its
Mre continuance so ardently desir-
e, precisely because Its spirit is

ptlent of the diversity of human
3::-: and sanely toierant of all men‘s
preferences in the ordering of thelr
oW lives?

'h writer supplies the answer by
nﬁﬁl‘ a striking contrast, from the
fisld of war, between the attitude of
the lost Provinces of France and the

gople of other races in the British

. “The other day there was an ex-

traordinary spectacle in Alsace.

For forty-four years a Government

~ of great strength, and with many
' the ablest brains of Europe at
§ command, has been trying to
-‘uononu in its Bmpire a prov-
Jace maiuly inhabited by people of
own blood. At the end of the
«four years an invading army
hes In, and the population
ds to cheer it, weeping and
dng on the necks of the invad-
g soldlers. Contrast that with
e ritish patriotism of the South
. DD whnm




fa¥t twenty years, the Guardian adds,
when “many Englishmen were tempt-
ed to abandon the English terhper of
é¢mpire for the Bismarckian, It be-
came a fashion to say that subject
races ‘understand no argument but
fonee.' There was an inclination to

pooh-pooh as ‘sentimental’ the spirit in
which great Englishmen Hke Lawrence
and Durham acted in Indla and Can-
ade. The Intellectual domimution
throughout Europe of the coarse and
shallow political philosophy of “blood
and iron” was for a time so great that
our Government was strongly urged
by many men of distinction to treat
the Transvaal and the Orange Free
State as Germany treated Alsace and
lorraine. The cynical materialism of
Bismarck's ‘practical politics' was
preached to us seductively In brilliant
verse and In romances of genius
Where would we be now {f thére had
been then a victory for the German
over the English political spiyit? But
we must not merely congratuldate our-
selves on that escape and on its happy
consequence. We have to gather up
in ourselves, for the settiement which
will follow this war, the ‘whole force
of the brave and generous English
political tradition. It is the print o!
it, and not that of the very Bismarck-
fsm we are owerthrowing, that we
must strive to leave upon Europe when
the war |Is over and when the na-
tions are 'rying to find some way to
live together more tolerable than the
past forty-four years of sloepless
terror ™

True it is that freedom is the corner-
slone of Britaln's greainesds, Her.vast
Imperial development has been foun-
dationed upon the principle wWhich s
admirably expressed in the famous
purase, “local Antonomy and Imperial
Unity,” and today that policy is being
magnificently vindicated in the re-
sponse which s coming and will yet
cone in greater and greater moas-
ure frow every section of Britain's
far-flung Empire. 1ot us hope and
pray that out of this cruel war and
titanic struggle there will emerge
freedom for the battie-scéarred and
war-ravaged nations of Europe, and
that, as the Manchester Guardian says,
the British traditions which have
worked wonders in our own Empire
will be indelibly imprinted upon their
imstitutions, )
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