GITY APPEARS AS

- R W —

His Worship Refuses to Give

PROISED LAND

FOR WCRKLESS

Prospective Candidates for the

Bread Line Are Steadily
Pouring Into
City.

.-

OFFICIALS CONFER ON

ALIEN ENEMY PLANS

Out Information—May In-
crease Working Hours,

\beolutely no information could be
zecured either from the mavor or from
Col. Dutf-Stuart, Major Wilson, Immi-
gration superintendent Maleolin  J.
Reid, Chief of Police Mcl.ennan and
Relief Ofticer Ireland, all of whom had
a conference this morning at the
mavor's office with regard to what

should he done with the alien enemies
who are in Vuancouver and who have
heen kept by the citizens during the

winter months

The representatives Oof the afternoon
papers approached the zentlemen
named at the close of a ninety min-
utes conference, to which they had not
been admitted, and the officers courte-
ously referred them to the mayor,

Hi= worsghip, however, positively re-
fused to give any information, and as
the others had said they were merely
obtaining information, nothing can be
given out to the public,

“There is nothing to do,” said his
worship, as soon as he was asked if he
would say what had transpired and
what action was to be taken

“Then what did Col. Duff Stuart
mean by referring us to you?' asked a
reported.

“So | could turn vou down, | sup-
pose,” sa'd the mayvor with a smile,

“There are some things that should
not be made publie,” his worship an-
swered to another quegtion,

“Well, the papers are generally ac-
commodating in that respect,” said the
reporier.

“It's no use vour attempting to tell
me what | shall do or not do,” was the
mayvor's remark.

“Then do you mean to say vou have
nothing to say?’ asked the newspaper
mMan

“I have said there is nothing doing,
and that is al] about it,”” was the an-
swer, and with that the newspaper meyq
had to be content,

Out-of-Works Floek Here

Rumor is busy today in city hall
circles with the statement that many
of the new applicants for relief, of
whom 1987 put in an appearance on
Satorday and Sundayv, had bHeen seni
to Vancouver from New Woestminster,
and to this is added the remarkable
assertion that 2 man in authority of
the Roval Uity instructed the men to
come here as the provincial govern-
ment was going to scottle the relief
nuestion in Vancouver, No verifica-
tion of the rumor was obtainable, but
that was the statement given out in
no hesitating manner by some of the
men to those In charge of the local
relief operations,

Out of the 197 new applicants only
three were British subjects, the re-
mainder being Italians, Russians and
Austrians

From Nanaimo, from Cumberland, on
the island and from Newport, Lillooet
and Kamloops on the mainland, came
these men, and because their stor es
were not regarded as satisfactory as
they were first told thev had a brief
conference together outsgide the rellef
headquarters and then they were prac-
tically unanimous that they had been
in Vancouver gix months—just the time
to entitle them to consideration for
relief, according to the rule laid down.

But there was nothing doing and
thev were told in unmistakable terms
that thev would get no relief here,

Some of the men said thev had come
straizht from Twohyvy Brothers the
N. R. construction company at Kam-
loops, which place they left weeks ago.
Sfomehow or other this did not recon-
cile itself with their statement that
thev had been here six mnr]lhs. and for
them there was no relief.

('ne man had a fine suit of clothes
and a handsome gold watch. and he
was turned down with the hint that
he ought not to be seeking help with

1




cuuch articles in his possession The

inference was obvious,
Nanaimo's quota consisted of a large

number of Italians variously estimat-
ed from 50 to 98, and Cumberland con-
tributed men whose features bore the
easily discernable marks of the coal
miners’ vocation.

Word From Mr. Bowser

Late on Saturday the mayor received
the following telegram from Acting-
Premier lluwsvl'. and it was on the
strenegth of this that the conference was
called today:

“Have seen (‘ol. Ogilvia this morning,
who has recelved instructions from Ot-
tawa. ‘Major Wilson, who is in charge
of interned priseners, will arrive Van-
couver Monday morning and will con-

- sult with you and American consul with

the idea of havinz as many alien enem-
jes as possible leave British Columbia

for Washington. Balance they will in-
tern if necessary, Col. Ogilvie will in-

struct Col. Duff Stuart to relax orders
as to unemploved working their way out
from Vancouver. You can see Major
Wilson Monday morning, also Colonel
Stuart, and have as many as possible of
this class leave the city.”

It is presumed the solution of the
problem will take some .such form as
suzgested in the telegzram, especially as
there does not seem to he any very
areat objection on the part of the Amer-
ican authorities to refuse these aliens
entrance to the United States,

Those who did not avai! themselves of
the privilege of crossing the line into a |
neutral country will, in all probability,
be interned, as intimated in the mes-
sage from the acting-premier,

Nothing Decided

However, it can be stated, in spite of
the mayvoral refusal to divulze any in-
formation, that nothing was decided 4s
to what should be done,

There is a suggestion now that these
men, who do not belong to the city,
shall he made to work eeight hours a
day instead of four nours as they have
done up to the present, in return for
which they shall receive a little addi-
tional recompense in the way of extra
food.

At present the men get 30¢ in food
and one bed ticket for their four hours’
work, and it is suggested that if they
work eight hours the return shall
equal 50¢ for food and bed, that is that
they shall have an extra meal a day,
because it is felt that they could not
very well do a full day's work on the
amount of food that sustained them
for the shorter period of labor,

It was intended that this matter
should b+ byought before the board of
wor.s at its meeting on Tuesday after-
noon, as at least $1000 will have to 9e
gpent in tools for the men, but the
probability {5 that the whole guest.on
will be thrashed out at this evening's
rwecting ¢f the city council, and that
will save time, as, if the subject was
discussed at Tuesday's reeting of the
Loard of vwoerks, it would have been
nearly two weeks befors the council
met again to ratify the action of the
board, unless a special meeting of the
counci] was called. i
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