GIVE WORK T0 UNEMPLOYED
 PUT MORE LAND UNDER CROP

New Idea * Being Tried Out in
West to Help Willing
Men

IMMICRATION STAFF |
TO HANDLE SCHEME

Assistance to Northern Districts
of Prairie Provinces is
Needed

Frem a Staff Re,

Ottawa, Ont., June 22.—The ma-

chinery for the plan of giving work
to unemployed In the West*and at
the sume time placing more land un-
der production has been set In mo-
tion. It has been decided to utilize

the immigration staff of the Depart- | "

ment of Interior In Western Canada
vith Mr. Bruce Walker, Commis-
sloner of Immigration, In charge.
‘The’plan. as already announced by
Hon. Dr. Roache, Is to have unem-
ployed register at the hnmigration
offices and ‘with the immigration
pgents.  They will be requisitioned

ff the larg
in Northern
Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alber-
ta. The Government will pay ‘ne

men at a wet figure and will cha
it as a lien against the land.
plan can of course o
out on homestead land, but
hoped the Provinclal governments
which have power of direct taxation
on all otner lands will follow the
of the federal authorities. Tho
farmers of the West are being wide-
Iy notified whers, to apply for labor.
One advantsie of such a plan ls
that It will n{ ‘raw outs the
country or even the jurisdiction of
the Government the unemployed in
the West. It I feit that when the
harvest comes on e
West will be needed. These men can
then be relieved of their present emi-
ployment ‘and their efforts directed
towards harvesting the crop of the

Prairie Provinces.

Not All Bare Prairie.

enormous stretches of land of this
character. It is in

a lar
e. Speaking/on the agricult-
! ural estimates in the House last ses-
{sion during discussion on the estab-
Illlhment of experimental farms. Mr.
|

Bradbury said:
Mr. Bradbury's Speech.

5o far ay the northern part of tha
1 Province of-Manitoba is concerned
| experimental farms are of very lit-
le use, but demonstration farms are
of the utmost importance. I he-
lieve that if we could induce this
Government to.clear dozens of tracts
of land in the northern part of

and to start
| farms there, the work would prove
1of very ‘g value to the people
n that district. Some of the land
in that part of the Province is very
difficult of cultivation. Much of it
The
who have gone in. there,
hey are first-class men, are
in good - financial ~clr-
', and, without

ment, 1t fs. almost. impossible for
them to make headway. I have ad-
vocated time after time that some
comprehensive scheme should be
adopted by the Government with a
view (o assisting these people to
acquire and settle these lands. It
has been sald that I have advocated
a paternal Government, but I think
the time is coming when the Gov-

is covered with scrub timber.
settlers

o|ernment of Canada should be more

paternal than it has been in respect
of the farmers.

Tne land in the northern part of
Manitoba is, I believe, destined to
become the most valuable land in
the northwest country, but, owing
to the nature of the soll, it cannot
be successfully worked ess the
Government comes to the assistance
of the people. 1 would not advo-
cate -the 40-acre plots. in my own
district, but I would advocate the
Government's taking up 10-acre
plots f different. parts of the north-
ern portion of the Province, clearing
them and putting them under cul-
tivation in order to show these peo-
ple the possibilities of the land.

Would Repay Dominion.

If this were done, I am sure that
the Government would be amply re-
pald in a very short- time, and that
the settlers In that part offithe coun-
try would very soon become a_thor-

The present plan Is not
a new one, although this Is the tirst
time there has been any attempt to
prove its value. All of the land In
he West

in
particularly,
which is covered with scrub ouk an
. It 1s exceedingly difficult to
clear and most new farmers cannot
afford or cannot secure sultable la-
bor. As a result this land has been
settled very slowly and the .ettlers

10 are on the land have made
difficult progres: Is scheme. it is
hcped. will finance the clearing of
their land and will isce
stretches of fertile country “inder-
production years before it otherwlse
would, while giving temporary em-
ployment to the ,out-of-works in

Mr. George H. Bradbury, member
tor Selkirk, represents a riding run-
ning up to the very northern limits
of Manitoba and which contains

oughly an
community. I would call the atten-
tion of the minister also to the fact
that the northern portion of the Pro-
vince is well adapted to dairying,
but the people Jh the district belng
poor, they require some assistance
in order that their efforts along this
line may become productive.
have advocated, and I advocate now,
that the Governmen. of the country
should make it possibie for these
men to secure sufficient stock 16
start them in the dalrying business.
If this were done, in a short {ime
these non-productive districts would
become productive, and every dollar
of the money expended by the Gov-
ernment in the way of stock and the
clearing of the land would be repald,

would strongly urge upon the
Minister of Agriculture the advisabi-
lity of his devoting some little ‘at-
tention to assisting the farmers in
this part of the Province.

|



