A WAYWARD GERMAN nerua::‘

(Literary Digest New Yerk)

The tirst prize for deviousness, ap-
parently, goes to Germanp prisoners of
war in Canada. In our fssue of April
8 We quoted from the New York- Am-
erican what was, supposedly a u-;m.
ing story of hair-breadth escape from
a Canadian prison-camp. The hero
was a German artist, who had. former-
Iy been in the marines. In this story’
he told of wandering some five hun-
dred miles -in a southwestefly di-
rection from Montreal to.the border
near Buffalo. It was a livel, exciting
story, but since it was printed there
have been several “letters to the.edi-
tor” from both™ Canadian and Aueri-
can readers, who remark rather cutt-
ingly that this German refugee is in-
deed an “artjst,” and that since he be-
lunged oncy’ to the marines, he had
better return: and try his “escape’
story on- them. The “escaped prison-
er” said he esceped from a detention-
camp at Greenburg, a suburb of Mon-
treal, nor is }hcm‘n fAatention-camnp
withih 500 miles of Aontréal”. The
only inference is tha! the German dig
not start where he thouglit he did, or
olse, as our reader hints, that he did
not start at all. As to his wander-
jngs after leaving the mythical Green-
burg, they seem, in the iight of expert
and indignant testimony, to r.we been
indeed perplexing. Anxions to “reach
the United States and safety, otr -re-
fugee yet scorned the gliert route,
sixty or scventy miles, from Montresi
to the nearest part of New York State,
und tramped fostead off tte way up

he St. Lawren acd around the
hcle of L Ontario. Iqcidentaily,
ed thp rtq of a2 town|
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¥, aad {o reach
n‘mlnx trom Hmtml Adirection, a
water-voyage of considerable iength
i{s nécessary. Or perhaps, joat for the
fun of it, he doubled hack a matter of
fitty miles.in order t6 visii this small
place.” Sy




