MANUFACTURERS
ELECT OFFICERS

Mr. J. A. Cunningham is Again
Honored With Presidency
of Provincial Or-
ganization.
WILL FORM COMPANY TO
CAPTURE FOREIGN TRADE

Plan to Hold Mammoth Banquet
to Start Movement to Com-
pete With States,

Mr. J. A, Cunningham, who for the
past year has filled the office ot
president of the B. C. Manufacturers’
Association in a most able and ef-

ficient manner, was last night, at the
postponed annual meeting of I]'u'.ur-
ganization, re-elected to the position,
the only other candidate being Mr.
James Ramsay, who is also an ener-
getic worker in carrying on the at-
fairs of the assoctation, which is do-
ing so much towards Keeping Dritish
(‘olumbia manufactories to the fore.
Lest night's meeting was  well at-
tended considering the fact that a
counter attraction formed a conftlict,
and a mass of business, in addition
to the annual election of officers, was
ransacted.

The following is a complete list of
the officers elected for the ensuing
yvear: FPresident, J. A. cunningham;
vice-president J. Hanbury,; vice-
presidents: Vancouver, G. G. Bushby,
New Westminster, J. R. Duncan; hon-
orary-treasurer, k. G. Baynes; reccp-
tion and membership committee:
Vancouver, J. W. Curran, New West-
minster, W. R. Gilley,; tariff commit-
tee: Vancouver, Blake Wilson, New
Westminster, Nels Nelson; ratlway
and rransportation committee: Van-
couver, J. C. Grant, New Westminster,
John Reid; commercial intelligence
committee: Vancouver, J. H. Hamil-
ton, New Westminster, Henry
Schaake: press and advertising com-
mittee: Vancouver, Harry Duker, New
Westminster, W. . Gilley; vigilance
committee: Vancouver, R. H. Gale,
New Westminster, J. McDonald; par-
liamentary committee: Vancouver, W.
F. Martin, New Westminster, Nels
Nelson; insurance committee, W, H.
Leckie., Upon motion of Mr. E. G,
Baynes it was decided that the Vie-
toria nominations would be voted
upon at the next regular meeting of
the Victoria association and later ad-
ded to the list,

Acknowledges Honor

In a brief address, Mr. Cunning-
ham thanked the members for the
honor accorded him. He stated that
during the past year he had en-
deavored to place the interests of the
association foremost in his mind and
would endeavor to continue to do so.
Nimilar speeches were made by other
newly-elected officers, all of whom
received generous applause.

Mr. 1. W. Newton, secretary of the
Victoria association, was present, and
spoke briefly as representative of
that branch of the organization. He
expressed the opinion that the annaul
meeting should be held in the capital
city next year, but no action was
taken in this connection,

Althodgh the discussion at Jlast
night's meeting was upon several sub-
jects of vital importance to the
province, greatest enthusiasm centered
around a proposal of the president to
the effect tthat some decisive action
should be taken by local manufac-
turers with a view to developing trade
with Russia, the Orient and other
foreign countries. He pointed out
that in Seattle a company capitalized
at over $1,000,000 had been formed in
an effort to reach out for this trade
and recommended that action along
this line be taken by British Colum-
bia manufacturers.

Plan Big Banquet

After considerable discussion on
the question, Mr. 8. A, Prenter moved
that a committee consisting of some
of the strongest business men of the
city be appeinted to make arrange-
ments for a grand banquet composed
of members of the various organiza-
tions of the city to be held in the
near future. It Is planned to look
into the question of forming this
company along the same lines as that
formed in Seattle at this banquet. In
moving the resolution, Mr. Prenter
pointed out that in the past Van-
couver had always followed Seattle
in matters of this kind rather than
taking the lead. He also referred
briefly to the excessive freight rates
to the Orient an dexpressed thut some-
thing along this line should be done,
with a view to having these high
freight rates reduced.

Mr. J. R, Duncan, of New West-
minster, seconded the resolution, and
in doing so stated that nothing could
be done by talk and that decisive ac-
tion should be taken to make the

a T Al Ak S aii A B i ami e s e RS .

el - o T . B e e R ol gl T PP et el S el e el S il ek el R A o o

,_d_f-ﬂ-u-h

-

move a succeess.,. The qguestion waa | .



F also discussed by Mr. Tanner, of the

Pacific Lime Company. The motion
passed, I'resident Cunningham nomi-
nated the foliowing committee:
Messrs., Alderman Gale, J. A. Hall,
G. G. Bushby, S. A. I'renter, Tanner
and Cairns.

Tonnage for Port

The president then brought up the
question of the appointment of a
customs officer at New York and out-
lined his scheme tor the securing of
tonnage for traffic between the cast-
ern and western Canadian ports, via
the Panama Canal, by asking the gov-
ernment to place on this route the
two steamers which have been operat-
ing between the Hudson's Bay and
Montreal and which are off that route
for the winter months. The question
was not discussed at any great length
but referred to the transportation
committee for a report at the next
meeling.

Another matter which the presi-
dent brought to the attention of the
association was that of the Canadianp
Northern Railway allegedly falling
to live up to its agrecment in connec-
tion with building operations in the
province regarding the purchase of
materials from local firms, It was
pointed out that plastering contracts
had been let to a Seattle concern and

that companies in the east were be-
ing given contracts wnich were prou-
ised to western manufacturers. He
recommended that representations be
made to the government with a view
to having a provincial comimission
look into the matter at the earliest
possible date. A comimittee was ap-
pointed to take the matter up.

The question of trade with firms of
alien origin was also taken up and it
was moved that a request be made to
the governmnent that it go on record
as opposed to giving trade to such |
concerns as these. The move was in-
tended to be along the same lines as
the imperial policy in this connection.

Interned Labor

Interned alien labor with relation
to British Columbia was a question
which was also discussed atl consid- |
erable length. The discussion sim- 'r
mered down to the question of
whether it was wise Lo employ in-
terned alien labor in places where
labor was at & premium. Mr. Tanner, |
of the Pacific Lime Co., pointed out
that his firm was compelled to em-
ploy about 30 C'hinese in cutting cord-
wood. He thought that a better policy
would be to secure interned alien
labor, pay them half wages, and turn
over the remaining portion of the
wages to the Patriotiec Fund. Myr.
Falconer, of the B. (. Vinegar Works,

out that in Vernon it was feared that
much of the apple crop would go to
waste owing to the difficulty in se-
curing apple-pickers. He thought
that it would be good policy to utilize
the 200 Germans interned in this dis-
trict for this purpose.

Alderman Gale threw conslderable

light on this question when lhe stated
that the question was entirely one
which came within the provinece of
the military authorities. He also op-
posed turning loose any interned
aliens in British Columbia. He pointed
out that while interned British might
be worked in Germany, it was a prin-
ciple of international law that in-
terned prisoners could not be forced |
to work unless they were so minded.
It was finally decided Lo appoint a
conmmittee to make representations to
the proper authorities if their investi-
gation so warranted. The commitiee
named consisted of President Cun-
ningham and Messrs, Falconer and
Tauner,

London Deciding Question

Brief mention was made of the
question of shipbuilding in the prov-
ince, the secretary pointing out that
he had wired to Mr. Howard, the
association’s representative at Ot-
tawa, several times with a view to
finding out what the government was
doing with regard to securing the
privilege of local concerns being able
to turn over the ships which they
would build to foreign countries. So
far no replyv had been received, the
last wire being to the effect that the
matter was being taken up in London.

Discussing the matter, Mr. Cough,-
lan, jr., whose firm, as we announced
in The World yesterday, 1s In a posi-
tion to secure a contract for the
building of two steel ships from a
Norwegian svndicate, stated that it
appeared to be u matter of imperial
policy. He thought that in view of
the fact that the securing of these
contracts meant a great deal for Brit-
ish Columbia, no impediment should
be placed in the way by the govern-
ment,

Should Teach Languages

The meeting endorsed the actlon of
the board of trade in asking the Uni-
versity of British Columbla to make
provision for two chalrs, one foar the
teaching of the Russian, and the other
for the teaching of the Spanish lan-
guage, with a view to facilitating the
endeavors of British Columbia mer-
chants to capture a share of the trade
with the countries represented by
these languages.

With regard to the movement which
is on foot to secure new quarters for
the association, a committee of three
was appointed to work in conjunction
with the board of trade in this matter,

Messrs. Falconer and Hamilton ad-
dressed the meeting announcing that
a British Columbia branch of the
British Society of Chemiecal Industry
was being formed and solicited the
encouracement of the association in |
forming the organization.

A communication was receivad by
the secretarv from Mr. F. Clement
Brown, pointing out the necessity and
value of an insurance bureau where
members might be able to find out
the strength of the various insurance
companies. The writer advocated the
establishment of such a bureau in
the province. 'This matter was left

also spoke on this question, pointing )

Pl Pos G sk TR ok B - . =

[ - ——

-0 S A SRR TS it g = ew e

s IE-B - =N

in the hands of the incoming insur-

ance committeen [ 11
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