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SOMEBODY PROFITS BY

This is Allegation Before
Parliamentary Committee
on Returned Soldiers, and
Sir Herbert- Ames Pro-
mises to Press Matter to
End—Half a Dozen Land
Schemes for Western Pro-
vinces—Report Expected

April 28

PSssiny the last of the public

meetings of the Parlinmentary Com-
mittee on Rcturneg Soldiers was held
vesterday in Toronto. The members
;'emrned to Ottawa by the late train
and though a few meetings are ex-
pected to be’held for the consider-
ation of detalls, it Was understood
that evidence was closed with the
mass which the committes has avail-
able. The veport will e presented
to Parlinment, so fav as can be fore-
seen, about April 28

‘Twas Western Day.

Yesterday was a Western day. Wit-
nesses from Manitoba, Saskatchewan,
Alberta, and British Columbia put
forwarg points of view, differing no-

ticeably . from the main complaints
in the East. Inadequacy of pension to
weet the Western scale of living was
one; -duptication of returned soldiers
committees was another; and the
altra-democratic desire to put almost
all pensions on an equal scale was &
third. One aired more fully than all
others, the underlving suspicion in
soldiers’ minds, that someone profited
by the believed differences in their
paysheets and what they anticipated.
The.retention of the paybooks chief-
iy in Quebec and in Canadian camps

in England seemed to be the ground |

thé men most disliked, though a Brit-
ish Columbia witness definitely cor-
rected the prevalent notion so far
as his own pay was concerned. It had
seen given down to the last cent,
even to the exchange rates,

Col. Marlow’s Evidence.

At the morning session a letter
was read from Col Marlow in protest
against the elimination of his evi-
dence.

“What portion is to
ated ? asked Mr. Pardec.

“The portion I read,” replied the
Chairman, referring to the statements
of Mr.

be elimin-

Marlow {f he had endeavored to se- |
cure Col. Thompson's position, and |

witness had replied that: “I am an
officer and & gentleman, and I did
not come-here tc be insuited.”

It was decideg to leave out evi-
dence in the morning report, as well
as Col. Marlow’s protest of the af-
terroon.

John McRae explained the nature
of the help given soldiers and gde-
vendents by the Returned Soldiers’
Association of Winnipeg: 475 out of
1,000 had been alded, while assist-
ancs to~ wives and other depend-
enin is not repaid.

When exploitation of returned men
n:.s alleged, Jr. R. B. Bennett ask-
ed:

*'Ts there any doubt that the men
tiiemeelves believe they are being ex-
plolted 2"

“If they do, their assumption
incorrect,” was the response.

“Just what do you mean by ex-
ploitation 2" queried Mr. Pardee.

“I mean putting them under ob-
ligation 10 2 society that it may have
& hold on them and use them for its
own ends, political and otherwise,”
replied Mr, Bennett.

*“No Pussy-footing.”

Sir Herbert Ames and Mr. Pardee
prctested. The latter accused Mr.
Bennett of directing questions at the
witness with ulterior motlves. The
Director of National Service replied
that he was there to azk certaln ques-
tons and he proposed to do it. IR
.he couldn’t he was quite willing to
withdraw from the committee. He
wasg only esking a cold-biooded ques-
tion. This *‘pussy-footing” was not
his idea of running a Commission.

Mr. G. Harmon Joncs, of the Sol-
diers® Ald Commitsslon, Regina,
sketced a plan for tle settlement of
the returned soldier on the land as
follows: (1) Rural settlement farms

13

~ PAY BOOK DETENTION

Bennett when he asked Col. |

P T AR I I I

@

BATROIYEYRAST HI RLA LR

?1

*

centre farms of 80 acres ;
'tn_xck farms with so much tand al-
lotted to each returned soldier. The
. second - type of farm would be of an
! educational nature. The men would
! be .undergoing training. Lecturers
would be sent out from -tho univer-
sities to give Instruction. '

Notes Some Improvements.

At the afternoon session evidenco
was given by three Alberta men,
Sergt.-Aajor Gullfoyle, Pte. C. Wells
and Pte. Harold Hodgson, of the
European War Veterans' Association,
Calgary.

ote.
el that the Pension Staff before Jane

ment and the centralizing ot the pen-
sions’ oifice 20 per cent. of the com-
plalnts had stopped. .\ scparate

suggested, so that a man would not
have to mix with criminal lunaties
or alien born enemies. It would be
sell-supporting, as the men's pensions
would be divertcd. An orphanage for
solGiers’ children where tho guardian-
ship was not satisfactory, and that
artiticial limbs be made in the west
were other suggestions. Thére was
at Calgary an artificial limbd factory,
sn that the waste of time and troublo
in going to Toronto would be avoided.
About twelve men were employed in
i that at Calgary.

Hon. Chas. Murphy—>More
they have here?

Inndequate Pensions.

A Government tatloring factory for
uniform making was another sugges-
tion. These Western witnesses also
complained of the inadequacy of the
s pension of $480. The average wage
| of laborers was 384 n month in the
| West, and $40 was not enough to keep
thim., Sergt.-Major Guilfoyle said he
ij would make an exception in the case
of the higher commands which had
usually been secured by merit, but
| there were cases where the company
social inferior in
private life, and often depended on
a n/c.o while in the service. *“The
present pensions act i3 not favorably
received by the rank and file, and we
are anxious to remove grievances and

than

| officer was the

jto prevent their recurrence.”
1 Waited Eight Months For Pension.

Pte. Hodgson gave details of his
own case, where he suaid he was eight
months before he got hie tirat pen-
slon. “My papers were lost for a
long time, but were found at the
office of the A. D. M. S. in an old box
thrown aside.” He was not medical-
Iy examined when his pension wus re-
{duced from $16 o $8 a month.

i Mr. ¥, F. Pardee—You have not
: been examined yet?—No, sir; it was
a case of my being seen with my
clothes on. Mine was a guess case.

Another proposal of Sergt.-Major
Guilfoyle was that all allen enemies
now in the country be deprived of
the franchise for at least the next
P five yeurs. *‘Those men in Saskatche-
iwan have the majority of the votes,
-and these alien votes will he detri-
mental to the soldier. Onece a Ger-
man always a German.” 1t should be
l_done by legislation.

! Taking Away Titles.

. _Hon. Chas. Murphy—Your
{tion would follow that in the old
. country, where they ure teking away
the titles of the Duke of Albany and
the Duke of Cumberland?

Witness——Should have been done
long ago. (Laughter.)

Hon. Chas. Murphy—I quite agree
with you.

The coldness of the receptions
given to returned men was mentioned
and witnesses thought a Government
Reception Committee should bo

legisla-

ap-
pointed in each centre. “The only
reception a soldier gets in some

! places now is from the porter-and his

wife and children; that is occurring
perhaps, by the public becoming so
fumiliar that the spirit of the wel-
come is dying.” Sergt.-Mujor Guil-
foyle and Pte. Wells both believed
men would go on the land if a suit-
able scheme were worked,

Mr. W. A. AMucDonald of the d-
monton Veterans' Assoclation was
questioned at some length by the
Chairman, 8ir Herbert Ames, about
the numerous complaintg of returned
men about questions of pay. Wit-
ness stated categorically that nine
out of ten returned men had never
had a satisfactory statement of their
pay. The only certain case was
where n man had taken the precau-
tion of getting a duplicate of the
Government payhook. The pay ques-
tion was causing a lot of dissatisfac-
tion. |

Some Mistakes, but

The Chairman—This matter of puy
has come in many times. Have any

1 imen given reasous or expressed the
! 'pellef that thelr pay statement is nut

correctly prepared? 1o the men
suspect or believe thut their pay
statements in England’ or here huve
been incorrectly prepared >—Un-
doubtedly, in some cases they do.

Do they think 1t wus & mistake or
that it was deliberate?—I may say in
some cases they think it was deliber-
ate.

Have you any specific cases of men
who belleva they were , deliberately
done out of money?—NXNo, 1 have not.

Do you hear men say they think
thert was dishonesty? 1T hear that.

Dishonesty Alleged.

The allegation s made that there
has been dishonesty?—Yes, when
! talking about things amongst our-
) selves; the thing remains in  some
men's minds. i

.JVhere would that be, in England
or in Canada? So far u3 oversea:
wmnen are concerned in England and i
France.

In what way do they think they
are getting a raw deanl?—TI suppost
it §s that they think the paymastel
iz helping himself.

You have heard that susplcion ex-
pressed by returned soldiers —Yes.

Frequently —No, not frequently
but sometimes,

Have they ever bLeen able to pre
sent anything tangible in support o
that suspiclon?——I have never taker
the muatter up.

Prelay in Pay.

The Chairman—I think you woul¢
be conferring a favoer oz this com

of 160 acres each; (2) community- |t
(3) small'

It was stated that in Cal-l
sory soldiers were desirous of taking i:atlon of the Provin ' British Col-
‘up small plots of land for vegetables, |1 umbia, gave evidengte-.‘m eisn ol

Sergt.-Major Guiltoyle remark-(«zomplaints about pay

!
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1

! mittee and on the public generally, if

(you hava proof of that kind, to let

rus have it. YWhat hus ben the chief

]w:trouble about pay, deluy?—Yes, de-
ay. . . .

Mr, J. H. Hill of the Returned Sol-
rdiers’ Commission, Vietorin, B.C,,
:Spoke of work on the Pucific coast.
‘Out of 680 positions found by then.
«only nineteen were of men who went
«on farms. They had to secure nn aver--
iage of ten jobs for .overy seven men.

1Pay Correct to a Cent.

Mr. IL W. Hart and Mr. W, Drin-
1an of the Returned Soldiers’ Associ-

They .had no
in British Col-
tumbia, as all was Quickly settlied by

uary last “was either inadequate or |« lirect reference to the Paymaster, In
incempetent,” but since its improve- [1the case of Mr. } 1

Iart he said his pay
‘wag exact down to the last cent, in
«cluding exchange,

These witnesses complained of ex-

asylum for insane soldiers also was '|ploiting methods they said were be-

ling used at Winnipeg, where return-
(ed soldlers had no part in the hodies.
In British Columbia fifty per cent. of
'the men returning there did not
(originally come from that Province.
Capt. Brown of the National Coun-
rcil of the Y. M. C. A. alvo guve evi-

iidence, and the committee closed its

tgession until jt re-nssembles to con-
(rider its report.
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