CLOSURE RULE ENDS TALK
"ON THE SECOND READING
“OF NEW FRANCHISE BILL

Government Has Majority of Thi

4

rteen When Vote Take --—I No

Disorderly Scenes When De bate Ends Early This Morning
~*w~Two Amendments By Op position—Leaders Speak.

The great battle that was predict- , Wilfrid.

ed In the Commons over the war
franchise bill did not materialize,
Nobody had to bhe ocarried out by

husky policemen, there was no
wholesdle exodus of Liberal mem-

hers when the closure was applied,

there was no scene at all except of |

the most orderly and sedate descrip-
tion, The Government majority
was thirteen on the vote taken

shortly after two this morning.

An amendment to the second read-
ing of the bill was moved by Sir
Wilfrid Laurier. It demanded the
ptilization of the provincial franchise
for Federal purposes. It was a
stralght party division, for those
Liberals who had declared thelr sup-
port of the Government measure
were > not in the House, and the
amendment was defeated by 46 to|
34, & Government majority of 12.
This vote was taken at 1 o'clock.

No sooner was the vote taken than
Hon. William Pugsley moved an-
other amendment declaring that the
disfranchisement of certain voters
and the limitation- of the. woman

House,

“We have no objection
from this side.”

Sir Robert Borden, seconded by
Sir George Foster, that the House
proceed with the (franchise bill
Again there was no objection from
the Opposition, although =~ My,
Knowles rose to explain his posi-
tion inh regard to a private bill He
was however, Interrupted by the
Speaker who remarked the motion
before the House was notl. debatl-
able. ;

Sir George Foster moved, second-
ed by Hon. Mr. Cochrane that the
debate on the second reading of the
franchise bill be not further ad-
Journed. .

To this, there was loud opposi-
tion from the Liberal side, and at
.11 pom. or within about six min-
utes of the opening of the House
the first division was taken. The
motion carried by 48 to 23, Mr.
Guthrie the Liberal member for
South Wellington voting with the

Government as he voted on Batur-

day. During the announcement of
the pairs, Mr. Turriff had a declar-
ation to make which amused the
“I was not palred.” he in-

franchise to the relatives of soldiers | formed the Speaker, “and I intend-
was not in the public interest. Thia] ed to vote for the motion, but I
smendment was defeated by 47 to| was not paying any intention.”

34, a Government majority of 13.
The vole was taken shortly after 2
o'clock this morning when the
closure rule ended the debate,

Both Leaders Speak.

The features of the debate were
the twenty minute speeches by Sir
Kobert Borden and Sir Wilfrid
‘Yaurier., The Opposition Leader,
who roge at 4 o'clock declared him-
'self as emphatically opposed to the
proposed legislation, He objected to
the plan to alter the provincial
franchise, by providing that an im-
portant class of subjects had been
denied the privileges they now en-
joy. '

sSir Robert Borden in reply said
that the leader of the Opposition
was responsible for the war time
election that had been forced upon
the country. Jt could not be seri-
ously supposed, he sald, that Can-
adian citizens of alien enemy birth
should be sent to the trenches to
fight men of their own biood. Hav-
ing taken the position that natural-
jzed citizens of enemy birth should |
not be sent to the front, we should
not, sald Sir Robert, call upon them
to pronounce judgment upon the
matters which will be to the fore in
this efection. In regard to the vaotes
for women, the Prime Minister said,
that it would be desirable to change
the naturalisation laws, before giv-
ing them the vote generally. This
because, & woman of foreign birth
who marries a Br;;l-ht subject .be-
comes % British subject.

A number of western Liberals who
voted for conscription including W.
A. Duchanan, of Medicine Hat, and
Dr. Neely, of Humboldt, opposed the
bill while it was approved by Mr.
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| Africa.”

Guthrie, Liberal membper for North
Wellington. ,
A Division in Six Minutes.
Immediately the  House opened,
Sir Robert Borden proposed

onded by 8Bir George

the ocders be now read,
frid 1
reason for the motion. Sir
replied that it was proposed to pro.
ceed with the franchise blll. “It Is
A very Important order,”” sald Sir

THE LATEST
METHOD

of grafting skin over a severe burn .
or Acald is by the Zam-Buk process.
Zam-Puk contains herbal ingredl-
ents that literslly grow mew skin,
How " much safer, simpler and
chéaper than the old method, which

Mrs. George Currie, of 194 Water-
100 Ave,, Guelph, Ont., writes: “My
bady susinined a very severe burn,

" and although he received medical
attention for eight weeks, he got
very litile better. Finally the doc-
tor told me that skin would have to
be grafted. - .

“Meantime I had heard of Zam-
Buk and decided to try it first,

~ This soothing balm soon drew.out
the inflammation, and in a short
‘time I could notice a great improve-
ment. New skin began to form, and

~ In three weeks' time the burn was
quite healed over, without having

1o resort to surgery.”

Zam-Buk is equilly good for euts
and britises, as well as for eczema,
old sores, blood-poisoning and plies.

- All dealers or Zam-Buk Co., To-
routo. 50c. box, 3 for $1.25.

Eyesight Dim

Eyesight Dim?
%112 ‘your eyesight 1 dim. your vis-
lon dlurred; if your eyes ache, itch,
burn or feel dry, get a bottle of Bon-

Opto tablets from your druggist,
~dissolve one in a fourth of a glass

~of water and use to bathe the eyes
from ttog s ooy day. Bon.
clearer, vislon and relied t6

0 to four times a
S - Doetors m-ovo
'-(Wl eyesight :":,in a week's
time many ins «j. L B

ence to franchise
{ Tederation, argued
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Calls It Germen Law, |

Mr. Sinclair, of Guysboro, then
continued the debate on the second
reading - He asked what would be-
come of the franchise if the Soliel-
tor-General were to be permitted
to twist and bedevil it any further.
The action of the Government In
introducing the bill wag similar to
that of the Germans, In South West
Africa, when they planned to beat
the British forces by polsoning all
the wells. It was a Prussian Junk-
er Act. The idea was military au-
tocracy, Capadian military rule
would not be one bit better than
German military rule. It was only
A& question of degree. He referred
to Mr, Meighen as the “"modern
Kruger from Portage la Pralrie.”

“*This DbIlL" continued Mr. Sin-
clair, “is a direct insult to the mem.
ory of the men who dled in South
The Government, Mr.
Sinclair went on, had grown chick-
én hearted and was afraid to face
its opponents in fair fight. The
Canadian soldler exhibited no such
craven spirit, Could any one ima-
gine the Canadian soldler—

But just here, the Speaker rose
to his feet, and informed Mr. Sin-
clair that his 20 minutes were up.

Dr. Edwards, of Frontenac, de-
nied that the franchise was being
taken from any women in Canada
The franchise, he #ald, could not be
taken from a million women as was'
ciailmed by the previous speaker,
for the reason that they did not
possess |t. :

Dr, Edwards asked whether 1t
wWas proper that the party should
be put in power which was not in
sympathy with British jnstitutions
and as prepared to keep faith with
the boys overseas by sending them
the resources they needed.

Sk: Wifrid Speaks. |
Bir Wilfrid Laurier, after a refer-

0ol
provinel

franchises had given full satisface
tion. The Secretary of State, he
went on, had rather agreed In prin.
ciple with the provincial franchise
for election to the House of Com-
mons, but though he agreed with
the principle, Hon. Mr, Meighen
bhad proceeded to stab the provin.
clal franchise in threes particulars,
In the first place, the franchise
which existed In tiwe provinces of
Alberta, BSaskatchewan, Manitoba,
and British Columbia, made no dis.
tinction at all between class and
class, was the franchise of every
Britidh subject. By this bill how-
ever, it was provided that an im.
portans class should be - -denled the
previleges they now enjoyed in
every one of those provinces,

*“It is not true” Mr. Meighen In.
terposed, ‘‘that the provincial fran.
chise laws, of the west, make no
distinction of race and that all
British subjeots have the right to
vote, As a matter of fact, they do
make distinctions of race and all
aritl&h subjects have not the right

..II .

Sir Wilfrid YLaurier, so far as
Manitoba goes, there is no distinction
whatever. Every man who is a
British subject is & voter. If that ls
not the case, hat is the use of this
bill? Why does it provide that Brit.
ish subjects who have become Brit.
ish subjects since March 31st. 19502
shall no longer be electors after
this bill becomes law? That is the

‘one thing to which I object.”

As Mr, Meighen rose again there
were loud cries of order from the
Opposition slde, “You are laking
:llp the time"” shouted Hon. Mr, Pug-

ey. : X

Hon. Mr., Melighen, “In the Pro-
vince of BSaskatchewan, Chinese
subjects have not the right to vote.”

Plea From The Forcigner.

Bir Wiltrid Laurier, "If my hon.
friend will permit me that is wvery

{ specious. Chinesg and Japanese are

not voters, but the Germans and
Austrians are voters and have been
voters since 1902, or.from the time
they were naturalizsed, The object
of my hon, friend is to take away
from these men of foreign origin
the rights and privileges of British
subjesta which have been freely
ted to them by the provinces
have mentioned. That is what I
am blaming him for. He is intro.
sy il B i g
e franchise, . by own
province, to these men, And, for
what reason? Because forsooth,
they are of foreign origin. Because
they may have been bora in Ger
many or Austria, or Turkey, they
Are not supposed to be unable to
give an unblased verdict upon the
questions before us. For my part, I
do not admit that doctrine at all

I do not admit the doctrine that
| when a man [eaves ~ and
{ comes to this country, w he

swears allegiance to the King, when
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80 far ay he knew, or out-
it, that German asettlers
who had come to the western prov-
inces since March, 1902, have not
behaved as true British  cltizens.
every German settler in Can-
there were 100 settlers of Ger-
man origin in the United States,
But the United States had not taken
the drastic, the humiliating course
which ' Parllament was asked to
take. The American Government
through its honor had trusted every
man who had sworn allegiance to
American Institutions, “It is re-
perved for this Parllament.” Bir Wil.

3

frid said, "“to be asked to deny avm-l

thing, which up to this time has

‘been held sacred, that is to say the|
honor of the British Crown given to away the franchise from these na-

sub- | taria, Mani

other, Hgbtl.
powers and privileges. and subject
to all obligations to which naturai
born Pritish subjects arve entitled or
are subject.'” »

Looking 0 Russia,.

This was the pledge, Bir Wiifrid
went on, which the Government was
proposing to set at naught. The
men to be disfranchised would be
mainly Slavs, Moravians, Galicians, |
Ruthenians, and Bukowinlans, Men
of Slav origin who had for years and
centuries been tossed about in their
allegiance. They were today Aus-
trians by force of law, but their

eart was not with Austrin. They
were rather looking towards Rus.
sia in the hope, perhuaps, not that
they . would become Russlans but
that their States would become ln-
dependent, By their alleglance
these men were in full sympathy
with the cause for which Canadians
were fighting.

Further, not satisfled with taking

turulized British subjecty, It was pro-

to take away the franchise
rom the’ women of Canada, in On-
toba. Saskatchewan, Al-
berta, and British Columbia. The
Minister of Justice had expressed
the opinion. on a grﬂinm occasion
that the women of these provinces
would not be entitled to vote in Do-
minlon, elections,

"It thdy were not entitled to vote,

then it should be the duty of the

House of Commons to glve them the
right to vote. The qnly proper way
would be to glve the franchise to all
women., Sir Wilfrid was willing to
give all eredit due to female relatives
of soldiers, but, he sald, there were
thousands of women ‘who might
have had no relatives at the front,
but had done all that It was possible
for them to deo in order to help the
cause. The only thing they had not
done¢ was this: They had not gone to
the trenches, but they had gone as
near the trenches as It was possible
for them to go. Many of them had
ventured “far in order to render as-
gistance and comfort to those
wounded on the battlefield, and
should they not have the same rights
and privileges as those who might
have a brother or 1« member of thelr
family fighting for the Empire? The
measure was one which could not

be” uccepted by a free Parllament,
“We are In-favor of advanecing,” Sir
Wilfrid declared, “and we are not
in favor of retrograding.”
Likes American Way.

The United BStates Congress, he
sald, made more preparation for war
in six monthg than Canada did per-

haps In three years, They looked
over the whole field, and covered It,
but never thought of disfranchising
Anyone, even when the country wis
overrun by German sples., *I am
sorry,” Bir Wilfrid cencluded, *“to
have to take the position which I
have taken on this point. I have
been supporting the Government on
the war up to the present session. 1
am sorry that the occasion arose
when, during this session, I have to
discontinue my support of the Gov-
en on a measure of great Impor-
tance, I am sorry that I Hlve
again to dissent from the Govern-
ment on this issue. But I belleve,
and we shall be judged some day by
our actions, that in this instance the
Government is taking the step which
will cause gerious injury to the coun-
try, and, therefore, actuated by
thege sentiments, I beg to move, sec-
onded by Hon. Mr. Pugsley, that
“This bill be not now read a second

time, but that it be resolved that the
(Continued on Page 7))
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ment by this Parllament of
| storal franchise now enjoyed
Any province of the Dominlon, by
class of His Majesty's subjects,
be contrary to the peace, or-
IP‘ good government of Can-

. 8ir Robert Borden argued that Sir

lUfrld Laurier was seriously astray
N some of his assertions. It was not

Robert
very
for

Sir WiMrid Laurier, Sir
continued had developed a
deep and sudden sympathy
grant the franchise to the wom-
en of pada.  The Prime Minister

j¢ that all naturalized British sub.
)ts In the four western provinces
the right to vote. Sir Wilfrid
180 seemed to be under the impres-
ion that women who had gone over-
‘was as nurscs in the Canadian ex-
seditionary force had not the right
0 vote. "I beg to assure him that
%ll members of the C. E. F,, whe-
her men or women, have the right
0 vote at the fortheoming elections
iNot only ls that the case, but the fe-
sale relatives of sugh women in this
puntry alsé. have the right to
woie.” As to the Interpretation of
he Dominion Elections Act, the Min-
ister of Justice, the SBolicitor-General
pnd all the legal duthorities whom
“he Government had consulted en-
rertained an opinion directly oppo-
wite to that to which S8Sir Wilfrid
Laurier stood sponsor,

. Sir Wilfrid Laurfer had called to
his ald the example of the United
siates. But the United States had
held no electiops since it entered
¢he war. Nor gould Bir Wilfrid offer
anything to Canada from the exam-
ple of the. United Btates until’ he
was able to int to their actions
and the conditions similar to those
which confronted Canada at present.
S8ir Wilfrid had altogether omitted
the well-known fact that Australia
had given an example of legislation
of precisely the same character ex-
cept that the Canadlan Government
had not gone as far as Australia.

T™The Effort of the Btates,

“My right honorable friend has
seen ALY SBir Robert continued, “for
what reason I do not know, to dis-
parage this country by siating that
the United States had done more In
four or five months—I suppose he|
means precautionally — than this
country has done in three years. 1
desire to take the most emphalic
issue with him on that point. 1 do
not, understand the motive whichi
led i\lm to make an assertion of that
kind, haviag regard to his respon.
sibility as a public man and to the
positidn which he occuples in this
House. and in the country. [ de-
sire to draw no comparisons, 1 fully
realize the spiendid effort that the

ited States is making in this war,
Yshave heard many accounts of it In
récent ‘days. They are making a
magnificent effort. There I8 mno
doubt about that., - They are going
into it In a splend!d whole-hearted

y. with a view to achieving the
victory which we all desire. 1
should like to tell my honorable
friend, if he does not know Iit, he
ought to know it,—that if the Unliteqa
States had made the sume propor-
tionate effort-in this war that Can-
ads made In the frst few months
after war broke out in 1914, she |
would have raised within six weeks|
afler she entered the war an army
of 500,000 men, she would have
hud that army’ on the ocean en
route to France,"

No Fight, No Vote.

*'ﬂihll:uu a war-time elegtion which
the leader of the: Opposition had
fblpcd ‘ipon the country. 8o far
as ithe disqualification of allens of |
enemy nationality was. concerned,
there was some considerations that
Sir I:.Ilﬂ"l“«l Iu:d not lnsl;en into ac-
coumt. ' Waas it seriously proposcd
that these men should be sent to

. : lime - _ Mighy.moen
E mmm blood. =I‘ ﬂ!tcy were ulni

- upon to pronounce judg-
ment upon the issue of war, in the
plection, would Sir Wiltrid shrink
from declaring that they aught to bhe
pubject to military service, the same
Bs other citizens of Canada,

“If he takes the one position,” Bir
Robert declared, “it seems to me, that
he should “tuke the other. He has
taken care, however, not to put that
forward, for reasons which are very
obvious." |
: _ Oruel to Send Them:

It would be cruel to send natur-
alized enemy aliens to the front, Sir
Robert- eeded, because natur:l-
izati thich might obtain in Can-
ada 411 not follow them after tnoy
left the Jimits of the Dominion. If
they 'were sent to the front line|
trenches and captured by the Ger-
man and Austrian troops they might
be shot. On the Wwhole naturaiized
aliens In the country had ac¢ted in a
reasonable and orderly manner. Rut
no one could doubt that they did
have vertain symps with enemy
troopsa. - If the Government were dis-
posed to send them to the front, the
military authorities would not per-
mit it. “Who could undertake to say
that in some individual instancos a
man's intense sympathy for his own
flesh and blood might ngt overcome
bis loyalty to his adopted country,
“If my right hon. end,”  Sir
Robert sald, “had seen some of the |
telegramy that I saw In regard to
what happened to some of the New
Zealand troops overseas 18 months

| 00 men of ‘the best that Canada

[ election

contended that the women of On.
tario, Muanitoba, SBaskatchewan, Al-
berta, and British Columbla, were
not entitled to vote at federal elec-
tions. Therefore, the bill would not |
deprive these women of & vote, The
question of conferring the fran-
chise on all the women of Canada
was surrounded with a great many
difficulties and perplexities which
could not be solved within the four
weeks comprising the Ilife time of
this Parllament, One considera-
tion was that the citizenship of a
married women was not dependent
upon any individual application on
her behalf for naturalization, Her
citizenship with one trifling excep-
tion which became law for the firat
time in 1914 was dependent upon
the cltizenship of her husband.
What was the remedy? If & woman
was to have an equal status with |
a man in the frunchise, was it not
a reasonable thing that she should
have an equal volce In determining
what her citizenship should be?
This would Imply amendments Lo
the naturalization Jaw, and this
could not be' accomplished In the
remaining weeks of Parllament,

The Mcen Disfranchised.

The principle wupon which the
Government had proceeded was
that of service and sacrifice. 300,-

!

could produce had gone overseas,
It would depend entirely upon mili- |
tary operations as to how many of
those men would have an opportun-
ity to vote and it was beyond ques-
tion that many thousands of them
would not have the opportunity,
“More than that,” Sir Robert con-
tinued, “30,000 of them lie buried
in France and in Flanders, and is
it not right that the immediate rel-
atives® of  these men should have
some volee to spenk on their be.
half when the issues at the pext
come to be determined?
There are also some thousands of
these men  prisoners In  Germany,
undergoing  hardships and priva-
tion, 0 whom it Is impossible to
give the opportunity to vote at the
impending clection.  Is it not right
that some one in this country
should have the opportunity tol
speak on their behalf? There are
thousands of these men in the
British or allied forces who are
residents in Canada and would have
had the right to vote at the next
election except for this war and !
the service they are giving. And 1
think it right that some perzon in
this country should speak in thelr
behalf, _

“These are the reasons and the
considerations whic« have impelled
the Government 'to propose this |
measure to Parliament, It is the
voice speaking on behalf of the
men who are sgerving the country
overseas, and on behalf of those
who will gerve it in the future and
on behalf of those who have died
in order that. Canada might live.” |

A Broken Picdge,
Mr. W. A. Buchanan, of Leth.|
bridge,- followed Sir Robert. He
opened his speech by saying that he |
was one of the Liberals who had |
voted with the Government on the |
Military Service Bill. In his con.
autuc:lney were many clumins‘_ who |
wouid be disfranchised by the pres.
ent !'nd#i "lt%iﬂ gone Lo
people, told them tholak: £
ada and Great Britaln
and urged them to remaim e 3
thelr adopted country. If th.lt 1
passed he would have to tell thém
that Canada had broken her solemn !
pledge, They had done théir part.’
They had made no trouble,  They .
h*d been peaceable and law.-nbiding
clitinensg,  Women  were working In |
munitions factories here Iin Canada,
he added. Others were driving au-
tomobile trucks and doing other war
work. They should be glven the
vole too. Tk o vl
Hon. Arthur  Meighen gaid that
the members of the  Opposition
seemed to be laboring under the
impreasion .that this - was a dis-
franchisement measdre.’ It was not |
In fact, he declared, it was the wid-
est enfranchisement measure ever
passed by a British Parllament since
the Reform Blll, when population
was considered. The Government's
only motive In introducing it was to
safeguard the frandhise at a time of
danger. He falled to see why the
western conscriptionist ' Liberals
should be dissatisfled with the bil).
It applied to them In identically the
same way as it did to Conservatives.
It was sald that this wag a parti-
‘san measure, continued Mr. Melgh-
en. This statement was based on|
the theory that those who were
granted the vote by this measure
would support the Government,
while those who were disfranchised

ago he would perhaps realize that
considerations of this kind are en-
titled to more weight than he has
been inclined to give them.

“What is to be the issue iIn this
election? It is to be upoh this war,
Upon - Canada’s ?drt An this war?
Upon-the necessity of sen _rein.
forcements to our men overseas who
are holding there the first battle line
of Canada? - The question is as to
Canada’s efforta. If these citizens by
their origin, by their early environ-
ment, by the ties of kinship, by their
nat sympathies, cannot be forced

}.

would, if (hey had the vote, reject
the Government., Then I accept the
compliment, sald Mr. Meighen. |
do believe that those who want to ‘
win the war would support us, and
those who do not would oppose us
- Dr, Necly's Break, s

Dr. Neely of Humboldt, said that
the Solicitor General by this bill,
had handed out an insult.to hun-.
dreds of his contituents, While
willing to recognize the abllity of
the citor General, it was neces-
sary for him to say that he never

|

into front line to fight, for pre-
cisely the same reason they ought
not to be called upon to pronounce
judgment upon the issues which will
be to the fore in this election. Thoy
do not want to be forced into com:
more than that, I

H

children like Dr. C
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| Speaker Rhodes “I'took i as a W

saw My, Melghen make such a
shameface performance - as he
did on the day he introduced this
measure, | : |

. Bpeaker Rhodes expressed the
opinion that Dr. Neely was exceed-
ing the rules of the debate.
. "Dr, Necly remarked that in view
of what was contemplated In re-
nhrd to many. !I:;Il m,_em'umoau
‘who were as as of the
people of Canada, it was Mi in
expressing an opinion to keep with.
in the rules. '
~ The Bpeaker again intervened and
Dr. Nealy said, “Well I have sald what
{ want to and if you are :Iuh.. 1

e hors ot smpcn
r rge Foster ex e
opinion that Dy, NtoliWﬂ-

ally withdraw his remarks.’
- The member for Humbidt said he
was willing to observe the rulings
of the chair but he did not want to
be lectured by the Minister of
Trade and Commerce. .
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of the soldiers, But he was not in
favor in disfranchising those

had no_relatives to go but who

done all they could for the ‘war, ﬂu
washerwomen, who ulm'lbutod her
30 cents a month to the patriotic
fund was doing all she could, and
should mnot be discriminated be.
:ms: she had no reiatives at the
ront,

“The women want honnty in pub.
lle affairs,” sald Mr, Graham, “They
are watching the conduect of publie
affairs, and the Government will
find when an election comes that
this . bill will have the reverse effect
than that expected.”

W. B. Bennett—"Where are you.
going to ran?” . |

Mr. Grabam-—"Well, I am not try-
ing to run for the Benate, anyway. 1
will run where there is & fight."
~ Mr, Bennett~—"I have had the
honor of ruprmminm one seat for
36 years, and never had to change
it, anyway."

Moo Free “'ll.h Naturalization.

'W. F, Maclean, Bouth .York, fav-
ored the bill on its merits and be-
cause of the necessity of the war, It
Parllament had had what it should
have had, namely, the right to ex.
tend its own life, this bill would not
have been necessary. He belleved, |
under the circumstances, that It|
would be justified by the people he
represented. Canada had been too
free in regard to her naturalization
law. It mpust be rewritten at a later 1'
date. '

A. K. Maclean, of Hallifax, re-
marked: "1 say that this legislation
is objectionable in principle, and 1
deny that there is anything to jus.
tify its Inu'i:tdm.i.ltm1h I gay that pub-
ilc sentiment is not behind it today,
and will be even more opposed to It
as time proceeds, Reason and jus-.
tice clearly point out our duty, hav-
ing regard to the future and the
good name of Canada. We must op~
pose this mecasure. It was not
founded on any principle, and vio-
lates without cause a contract. It
will leave a legacy of distrust among
the people who are here, and the
people who may came, and will per-
petuate war politics after the war”

M¥. Guthrie for the BIL

Mr. Hugh Guthrie, Liberal mem-
ber for South Welllngton, declared
his intention of voting for the mea-
sure. It wag not, he sald, possible to
poll the full soldlers’ vote. The men
who had dled, been taken prisoners
or were wounded were entitled to be
represented at the polls, and if the
bill did not receive support of both
smides of the Houge, it ought to have
it.

Mr. J. M. Douglas, (Strathcona)
snid he came from a constituency in
which were to be. found a great
many so-called alien enemies, Thase
people, however, were cerjainly not
enemies, By no act, he declared,
had they ever shown the slightest
disloyalty to Canada, Great Britain
or the cause of the Allles. If the
franchise was to he granted on the
basis of war service, a large number
of people in Eastern Canada shou!ld,
in his opinion, be disfranchised be-
fore the vote was taken from these
honest, frugal, peaceable people.

Mr. D. D. Mackenzie opened L%




‘wpeech by remarking that the Gov-

ernment had seen !It to ‘bring in

closure two hours th- lhcm

‘sion of the BIll m opened.

opinion there should have been a

I‘nu;m of grace before thhuu
one,

Mederic’s Prediction,

Mayor Martin of Mon , declar-
 od thlt while the aim of the mea-
sure was to askist the Gnnrmmt
in the elections, it would be found to
favor the Oppositiop. The mother
of & soidler who had not recelved
her allowance would. not b. lnellnod
to vote Conservative, .

“l have not been In favor of tha
| vote for women,” Mayor Martin
went op, “but If you are ing to
give the vote to a section of women

ou must give it to all the womeun.

¢ returned soldiers will vote
against the Government. The men
in the trenches will vote against tha
Government, [ know somethi
their views, Many returned sol ura
come to see me as Mayor of Mont-
real, and I am speaking iIn the
name of the metropolis of Canada.”

“You will be kicked out of ofMice,”
Mayor Martin prophesied. ““You
are trylng to govern without the
people.”

R. B. Bennett of Calgary, contend-
ed that on great national issues,
when the life or death of the state
was at jssue, nationals only should
have the note.

- ADrags In Northoliffe,
- Hon. Charles Murphy remarked
that synchroneus with the action of
the Government in bringing in clos-

ure, was the presence, on the floor
‘of the House, of Lord Northcliffe,

who, he stated, has wrecked the
Liberal! party in England and driven
Asquith from the Cablinet. It was
singularly approoriate, said Mr,
' Murphy, that Lord Northcliffe should
- have been present at the eecond
 reading of a so-called franchise bill
which was designed to thlurt the
people’s will,
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