“HIDING A DAGGER WITHIN
" THE FOLDS OF THE FLAG”

Street Commissioner Wilson Makes Vigoro@ Defence Before
_Controllers and: Deputation to Charge of His Men
—Effort to Restore Harmony Fails.

" Street Commissioner Geo. B. Wil-
son is not to.be taken out and shot
ay sunrise. - His official head is still
on his shoulders, though a big depu-
tation of Orange leaders and em-
ployes of the Street Cleaning De-
partment clamored for his dismissal
to-day “because he. had removed a
littla Unlon Jack * from a manure
truck.

For over two hours the controllers

3

siorer -discussed * this. ‘vexed. civic
question in the Mayor’s private of-
fice, and finally, though an attempt
was made to smooth matters over
and restore harmony, it failed, and
the matter stands as it is, pendlgg

action Ly the Street Cleaners’ Asso-
ciation to-night and the Board -of
Control to-morrow.

Much s strong. language was used

in the course of the debate, and
Street Commissioner Wilson stated
his case in vigorous style. ‘The men
refused to be placated entirel
though some of the deputation ad-
mitted that their case was weakened
by the statement of the commissloner.
“Political Tricksters.”
“* Mr. Wilsog in his-own defence, de-
clared emphhtically that the whole
atfair was the result of “picayune,
political tricksters, wio have Dbeen
guilty of sowing the seeds of dis-
sent among the men.”

“Were the statements made about
me true, an internment camp, is too
good for me. I want you all to un-
derstand that. There is nothiug pro-
German about me. The Wilson fam~
ily. has been.represented at .all. t:he
engagements in which the - British
have been in so long as 1 remember,
and I want to say it ig’ remarkable
to think that any.individual should
get behind a four by four flag and
use a dagger from within its-folds.
This is only a pretext.” -

The Commissioner then related his
side of the incident and said all he
.¢id was to take -the .flag and lay it
on the radiator‘of the car and he in-
dignantly resented any idea that he
‘acted in-a disloyal wau, ~wi----
.~ “That, genilemen, is the extent of
the degradation. of the, flag,” declar-
ed Mr. Wilson, “and .anything sald
to the contrary Is absolute Ifalse-
hood.” . .

Ramsden Leads the Attack.

Ald. Ramsden, who introduced the
depytation, said he believed the com-
missioner had acted in a ‘small, ar-
bitary way. *I-don’t intend to con-
done that sort of thing. If he had
any regulations prohibiting  the
carrying of decorations, he should
have got one of his foremen to cawy
out the instructions. I told the men
this morning when they came. to
my home, that I believed. the
commissioner should be severely re-
primanded, and I also said I would"
not sanction the using of the flag
for the purpose of hammering the
commissioner. I am as loyal as any-
one, but I don’t-believe in bringing in
the flag unless there is some inten-
tional wrong done to the flag. I
said I could not conceive a man hold-
ing a. position in the city of. To-
ronto that would deliberately insult
the flag, with public opinion at the
point it is at present. We must not
get agitated or allow ourselves to be
carried away with anything not in-
tended to insult the flag. Another
complaint has been made that the
commissioner tore a decoration off a,
horses head. I think it was just a
piece of hotheadedness.”

Mayor Church: “Men are allowed
all over the city by private firms to
have decorations on their horses’.
heads—little - flags, or anything like
L.that.”’ -

“Why can't. we have a meeting of
the Boawi of Control and settie the
matter?” asked a = member of-the
‘deputation. .
| - Mayor Church: *I cannot call a

meeting of the board in five min- |
utes.” N

Mr. Wm. Crawford, who was one |
of the men in the deputation who
saw the Mayor vesterday in regard
to the incident, was the next speak-
er. ‘I have no umbrage against Mr.
Wilson,” he said, “tut I differ {rom
the alderman in regard to this flag
incident. I'very true Britisher wor-
{ ships the old flag, and I think it is
an everlasting disgrace for any man.
in a temper to do anythin;z like this.
The man from whose truck the flag
wasg torn off, has three hoys at the
front, and one of them haf lost a leg.
I say all honor to the man who car-
ries the little Union Jack.on his
truck, and [ say God spare him that
he may long do it. It is your duty
to see that such a thing as this Is
not tolerated. Why should 2 man In
a cart not carry a flaz as well as the
man in the automobile?”

Won't Accept Apologies.

“We are here by the ‘éxpress orders
of our fellow workmén.,”"said. J. Ken-
nedy., “to protest azainst the insult-
ing - of thesBritish flag. Jt has been
shamelessly lowered te the ground,
Our men are Britishers, and ‘that is
a thing they cannot stand for. Why
should we stand and see the flag
fowered to the dust. We, are here
to request that Commissioner Wil-
son he dismissed from the depart-
ment ard. nothing less. We won't
accept any apology. QOur men refuse
to work under such a man any, long-
Ler. - Dur position on our wagons is
just a2s high from our viewpoint as
Commissioner . Wilson’s at the City
Hall, where the fiag flies all day.” -

Mayar Church: “Your wagon. is
your home.” o
L~ “Yes, that is our position,” replied
the speaker, and we will stand for
nothing but the cpmmissione;'s dis-
missall” L Lo o
:.Charles Willey, ane of the two men
who made the .complaint, said ‘the
Commissioner-went up ito his truck
and' said, *I-doirt want any darned

and-the deputation and the commis- | ¥

.| said Charles Mitchell.

CONT: CAMERON DECLARES CAMPAIGN
" TO BE “PREPOSTEROUSLY UNTHINKABLE"

rubbish on these trucks,” and took
the flag away, throwing it to the
ground. “He Dbroke - the stick the
flag was on, and threw it down' Mr.
Willey added that he had three boys
at the front.
Mayor ‘Church; “What did Mr.
Wilson say whén he came up to

iyou’."‘ - Mr.. Willey: “He said noth-
ng.” :

Mayor Church: *“Did he not say
yéu were breaking some-regula-
tions?” : .

Mr. Willey: “He never sa.l}a.
word.” ’

J Lawrence, the other cartor, who

was present when the incident com-
plaincd of occurred, said he was
working on his truck when the com-|
missioner came up. “Mr. Brown, the
superintendent told me to take the
flag off my truck. That didn't sat-
isty Mr., Wilson who came over
and pulled a little windmill oft the
front of my car and then went over
to Willey’s truck and pulled the
flag off and throw it to the ground.
;Lh:we two more witnesses who saw
i . )

Mr. Chas. Meech, of the S. O. E,,
said le-felt it keenly that the Com-
missioner should “in a moment of
passion belittle himsclf to throw the
flag in the dust. *“If the commis-
sioner had done that in Berlin- he
would have been taken out to the
back vard and shot.. It is time we
woke up and put a stop {o these
things and this is a matter that
should be looked into. If the com-
missioner has made a mistake I hope
it*will be a lesson to him.”

No Personal Animosity.

T. G. Mathewson said the mea had
no personal animosity against Mr.
Wilson, but he did not think an inci-
dent of the kind mentioned should

be tolerated. Incidentally he had
some criticism for the™City Hall peo-
ple and did not think that the flag
was on its right place on the flag
pole on the lawn in front. “Put it
high up over the City Hall itself.”

M. Leslie, one of the workmen,
complained in a general way-of the
treatment he alleged Mr. Wiison
meted out to the men. ‘*‘We have
reached the end of our patience,'” he
sald,.-and:something- ought to be done;
‘*We are really sick of.his bull-doz-
ing. We want British fair play."

*1 think it is an abominable scan-

dal that the commissioner should be
allowed to do this terrible thing,"
“We want his
resignation, and if he does not.give it
he should be dismissed.” :
: As a citizen and a ratepayer, G.
Gray said there was a disloyal ele-
ment in the gity that he thought
should be-curbed.

Ald. Fenwick also severely con-
demned conduct such as that alleged
against - Mr. Wilson.

Wm. Chenery said he hud three
boys at the front and he regarded
it as an insuit to them guch an.in-
cident as that attributed to Mr. Wil-
son shiould occur. R

Ald. Nesbitt spoke highly of the

Street Commissioner and appealed
for a fair British hearing for Mr.
Wilson’s side of the story.
Ramsden suid he knew the
commissioner was a good  British
subject and had two brothers at the
front “What I want to say is that
we don’'t want the flag to be used
for any ulterior purpose.”

-Mr. T. G. Matheson: *I object to
that statement.” .

Ald. Ramsden: ~“I am making the
statement that I would not like to
see the flag used. for any motive,
We have been told that it is pro-
German not to sign the food pledge
cards and now Mr. Wilson is called
pro-German for this affalr, I am
not defending Mr. Wilson. T have
said he should be reprimanded.”

Mayor's Rebuke.

W. A. Stewart. one of-the foremen
in the Street Cleaning Department,
said this was only a side issue, and
that the flag incident was thought a
popular way by some men to get
back at the commissioner. .

Several members of the deputation
took exception to'this, and during
the scene that ensued, amid shouts
of dissent, Mayor Church rebuked
some of the speakers. “Remember,
you are in the Mayor’s office. I will
not have any more of these unbe-
coming scenes.” .o

Cameron Sees Dagger in Folds.

“I'll give a man a fair show. I[am
speaking plain words. ,Jt is nat, the
mere bit of cotton. It is.what it
stands for,” said Controller Cameron,
speaking with some warmth. *“It hag
bLeen said that some men hide a dag-
ger” within its folds. That sort of
thing we cannot gtand for. I am con-
vinced there is intolerance here.
“Why, gentlemen, your charge. is so
unreasonable, so preposterously un-
thinkable that I cannot credit it."” -

“It may not be popular to‘say this,”
continued the Controller, “but 1 thin'k
that this thing is just a combination
of little grievances, and the. incident
of the fiag has been seized upon as
the final thing. to clinch the case. .

“I was told by a friend of .mine
not to attend this meeting afteg-.he
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