Speaking of the linking up 0f theac
powers of womanhood of clty and
country, I would llke to especially

« montion Mrs. Irwin’s
Mrs. addrcess before the
Irwin’s convention.  Mrs, Ir-
Addresg win ls presldent of the
Local Councii of Wo-
men of DBrandon, an organlzation
that hadt some very flne comn-
nunity work to its credit. Mrs. Ir-
vin was scheduled to dellver the ad-
Iress of welcome and I will admit,
onvention hardened us I am, that I
cuned back fully expectinyg to heav
hose “few well-chosen words”
vhich aro time-honored for such oc-
asions. Instead, we heard an ad-
Iress which averaged an ldea a sen-
ence. Mrs. Irwin dld not talk down
r up to anyone. She saw before
err a body of intelligent, carnest
vomen and she proceeded to compli-
nent them and hersclf by discus-
ing problems with them and asking
heir help upon questions which her
oclu] serving had brought te her
otice.-

There was the problem of the
‘anadianizing of the forelgn-born,
speclally the foreign-born woman.
fany of them couli not specak Eng-
sh and did not try to learn {t. Yet
nder the present naturalizationlaw
hey could clalhin British citlzenship
utomatlcally on thelr hushands be-
oming naturallzed. 'This meant that
hey could claim the franchlse, and
fra. Irwin was m‘)t at all sure of
he wisdom of this, Then there was
he problem of the allen labor which
efused to work except for very high
ay, and then in the lcan scensons
nlmly presented themselves at the
ity relief departments for aid. Many
wws regarding women and children
eeded reforming. There was the
ower law, and legal ‘guurdlaﬁshlp
f children as instances. ‘Then the
ystem under which marriage 11-
dnses were issued was extremeiy
1x. “It ought to be a doctor, not a
aweler, who was responsible for their
sulng,” declareds Mrs, Irwin,
Coming to the sad cases of the
ommiitinent of theo lnbazze to tho
sylum Mrs, Irwin suggested that the
resent system by which patients
ero dent to the asylum from the
olice court was all wrong. A come-
wisslon of doctors should have the
ommIitmen:. I do not Know any-
1ing about the reasons for the police
purt cominitments but very prabably.
. 18 to protect the patient so that
1 the blaze of such publicity there
rill be Iittle or no danger of sane
ersons belng wrongfully detalned at
10 howpltal for the Insano. ldowever
ne must agree that whatever the
wtive thint surely some system may
¢ deviyed by which the patient can
e as well protected and at the same
me all_ precautlons taken to throw
und the shield of helpfulness that
ls recovery ‘may bo hastened. Some
f tho other provincea have solved
1{s matter satisfactorily.

Mrs., Irwin stayed throughout sev-
ral of the sessions, gliving her ad-
jce when it was asked and in
very way doing her best to make
J-operatlon.' that much talked of,
ttle practiced thing, a reallty. Later
e women of the council enteriainad
¢ delegates {in the beautiful draw-
g room of the Prince Edward. Many
far reaching movement has begun
ver the tea cups,

Mrs. Robert Clement, president of
e \Women's Canadlan c¢lub, also
yoke on behnlf of tho Brandon
ogmen, agaln conveying the ldea of a
al desire to get from and to glve|
1t power for good.

When Mre. Tooth rose to reply on
shalf of the rurzl women I will own
at I was particularly anxious that
¢ should do herself and her m‘gani-H
ition credit. I knew she had the
ot of the matter In her and it be-
e o personal matter with me that!
r presentation should be as finisho.l
s that of the clty women who had
-eceded her. Many city women I ad-|
Iro very great‘ly. but the country
wople are my aln folk.

I need have had no tremors. Mrs.
poth spoke with dignity and with a
rtain sweetness which had power
- It. Moreover In her survey of con-
tions she touched upon womanhood
e world over, showing both depth|




and breadth of vicion that reached
out and comprehended not only
Canadjan swomen but women and
children everywhere. “Nothing Is
‘Impossible,” she concluded, “If we arc
sufflciently indued with deslre.” That
{8 A good message at a time when we
need s0 much falith. %
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