ROEBUCK RAPS POLICE
‘FAILURE AT THE RIOTS

Cqunsel for G.W.V.A. Declare:
~Charges of Inefficiency
?'7 Provedfq the Hilt.

PLEA FOR MULHALL
ﬁthers are Responsible Besides

. Inspector, Who Was Too
g_enerous Taking Blame.

ER I I

; Declaring that the charge of in-
éfﬂclency on the part of the police
fn failing to @rotect property during
the first night of the riots in August
Iast. had been proved to the hilt, Mr.
A. W. Roebuck, counsel for the G.
YV.V.A. at the riot probe, commenced
a severe arraignment of ‘the Toronto
police force at the conclusion of the
evidence at the City Hall to-day.
. “At Sunnyside,” he sald, “several
drmed policemen were present when
the restaurant was wrecked, the
place looted and 'till broken into.”
. He expressed sympathy for Inspec-
tor Mulhall, ‘who had in a manly
way taken the whole responsibility
for lack of action there.
+.“I think Muthall was too generous
in agcepting all the onus,” hé sald,
“and I do not believe the haven of
safety he afforded his subordinates
will be ‘as safe as it looked to his
domrades on that occasion. No of-
ficer there can hold himself without
responsibinty ?oa.

: Not. Qut for Blood.

" He said the organization he repre-
\ sented is not out for blood or scalps
*)n.t ‘all. It asked that the entire blame

be not fastened on Mulhall

u . At the New London Cafe, he went

pn. thers was hundreds of dollars

worth of -damage done and only onc
feeble effort to make an arrest.

v Circumstances, he'said, were simi-

,liar at the Marathon. When he men-

tioned the failure of the military au-

thoritles to co-operate.

7 Mayor Church: *“It ifs a question

whether the dual control on the

Streets should continue.”

¥ Discretion, he said, should not be

the better part of valor on the police

orce. When two or three constables
g‘éced the marauders at the restaur-
ants he thought they should have op-
posed them as long as they could

R Cause of the Riots.
« Mr. Roebuck did not think the un-
derlying cause of the riots, as he
sa.w them, should be overlooked. That
he held to be the failure to regulate
the alien enemy problem. The sol-
-diers in the riots were indignant and
the police on the Friday mght were
px.‘ol;ably svmpathetic.

I “These-police officers on that first

éight hardly knew what was their

duty, and that attitude may be traced

tp-the head of the force. The hand-

ing of cigars by soldiers to the police

indicates a sympathetic understand-
g.

?Col Denison: “Are you under
the impression that the G.W.V.A. was
the moving spirit In this trouble?”
‘lI certainly do not.”

t Continuing, Mr. Roebuck said:
f“There never has been a lack of a
Righ hand in the police force, but on
Zh!s night there certainly was a lack
df . strong-hand.”
+ Mayor Church: “What do you think
the polce should have done the first
ﬁig:ht-?" “Fought till they fell.”
* “What, use their batons?” “Yes.
I “Well, I'm interested to hear 5our
argument now as to their using their
batons on the sécond hight.” |
+ Upon taking the other side of the:
case, Mr. Roecbuck contrasted {he
vity occasioned by the recounting
af the injurics.received by Inspector

Snyder and the merriment caused by
the tzle of Willlam Cook, returned
Soldier, who was. struck down by a
baton on his way home-

f Differs. From Mayor.

. =wWith every  possible respect, I

must differ fram* your Worship as to
the rights of individuals on the streets
in an unlawful assembly..
f " Like Belgian Atrocities. N
~He recalled the riots of 1875 in
which conviction for rioting of 2 man
who Tfired a . revolver was ‘quashed
because he had acted with no com-
mon purpose with: others,
*'Col. Denison: - “You think then a
gonstabla should stop and question
every member- of a crowd before tak-
ing action?’ “Not'at all.”

v Judge Winchester: “There was no

justification “for- the assault ‘upon

Partridge or Dwan."

S Mayor Church: “The police gave
fhese people.at the resmura.nts plenty
ot warning to get away.”

i 'Judge Winchester reminded Mr.

!'\'bebuck when he touched on the
Dunlop affair that stones were béing

own at the constables who held
hlm. which might account for the

.acar on his head. '~

“Well, that ~probabmty cannot ap-
ply to the -Woods case where Mrs.

Woods was thrown against a tele-

ph pole.” : .

v Judge Winchester: - “I agree with|

you. It was unjustitiable.”

¥ Mr. Roebuck: *“Why, it savors of

‘the White -Book on Belgium. These

zoen were then biting like & pack of

mad dogs. .- |
< “Then the, Partridge. case—"" he |

:wan about to continue, 7

Z “We agree with you in that,” said]

‘Judge Winchester. “Some police or- ;

tlcer is swearing to what is fa,

7 "And the Dwan asault—"" -

- Judge ‘Winchester: *We are in ac- |

eard with you that ¢hat also.” t

:"“And those great welts on Wood-

Yow were put there by a brute not

1it t0 bo a butcher 4n an abattolir.”

; “And the Zeyburn case, where &

Prussian officer cut: down a cripple

'with his sabre compares very ta.vor-

able ‘with the Button case.” . ~ :
¥ Judge ‘Winchester: - *“Oh, dont say | ¢

that. Remember-{what Butwn aid.r |
“Mavor Church: .t “Noiwithstanding !
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what Button did, he should not have
been hit."” \

Mr. Roecbuck: “And four con-
stables who stood around him when
he was struck swore nobody struck
him.” -

‘Two little newsboys, who \vere said
to have been clubbed hy. the police
on Saturday, Aug. 3, were on hand
‘when the riots probe resumed to-day.
Comnstables Martin and Ellis were
called, and Ellis was asked:

, “Did you see any policeman with a
gun in his hand?” “Yes, inspector of
"police.”

“What did he do with it?" “He
handed the gun over to Holmes, I be-
lieve, when the soldiers advised him
to put it up”

He said he went up Tera.ulay street
 just at the hour Partridge was struck
-on -Teraulay street, but he declared

he did not commlt ‘the asin.ult nor did
he see it done.’

“What's the reason of your hesita-
tion?" Col, Denison demanded. “You
may go, but it looks suspicious.”

“I have dbne nothing to be asham-
ed of,” retorted the constable.

Constable Holmes admitted receiv-
ing Inspoctor Tripp's gun, but he did
not know why it was handed over.

Constable Jones said that when
Constable Nevin was knocked out the
crowd seemed to take his part, ex-
claiming it was a shame.

Newsboy Was Struck.

Louis Savine, a newsboy, called
earlier in the day, said he was just
going home on the Saturday night of
the riots. Ile was struck lightly on
the head by a constable's baton, but
he ran away; without waiting to see
who hit him.

Alex Lavine, 'his eight-year-old
brother, said he rode his hicycle up
Yonge street, got off when the crowd
rushed and was hit over the head.
x\;‘Did you fall?” asked MMr. Roebuck.
“No."” ,

Constable Tait, who was accused of
striking a newsboy, was called and
denied having struck either of the!
previous witnesses or a.ny other |
newshoys.

“I dldn't see any news'boys around
that corner at all that night”” -
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