[RUTH OF
FFIOANIT &
QUESTIONED

Premier Declares Charambura 's
Statement Doesn’'t Sub
stantiate Accusation

!

H. A. Mackie's charge that °
' politician in the employ of the
'Manitoba government’'’ has been
‘handing out cards exempting for-
eigners from deportation and as-|
'suring them it is the Norris gov-
ernment that is protecting them, !
was declared by Premier Norris|
rtoday to have been exploded. 5
' Au affidavit by Stephen O.
Charambura, 102 Derby st., wa.sl
given to the press Monday mght
with the explanction that Char- |
ambura was teh man who gave‘
Mr. Mackie the :nformation on
which he based his charge, ut-
terad in the Hovse of Commons
last Wednesday,. |

Premier Norris issued a state. .
ment this morning, asserting that
Charambura's affidavit did not |
substantiate in any way Mr.|
Mackie's accusation. Judge R.
H. Myers and H. J. Mansfield.
members of the Allen Investigat-
ing' board, also issued statements
directly contradicting Charam-
bura’'s testimony.
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fully. Furthermore, we found ﬁn;

recomwmendations would not be ac-

‘number,

'who shouldn’t have had them, it is
amined carefully each applicant

Lirely falve” by J, W, Arsenych, pres-
ident of the Ukrainian Canadian Cit-
izens' league, A meeting of the ex-
ocutive committees of the league is to
he held this evening to discuss the
affidavit and to issue a statemept in
reply.

Premler Norrlg' statement followa:

“I have read carefully the state-
ment of Charambura as published,
and T find that 1t does not substan-
tiate in any way the statement made
ig the llouse of Commons by Mr.
ﬁ:tﬁk]ﬁ. I know nothing whatever of
the committee referted to by Char-
ambura. No such committea has
ever had any authority whatever
from this government.

“The Allen Investigation Board ln‘
the only responsible body appointed
by this government and it {s tharged
with the investigation of the whole
alien situation in the province. 1t
is responsible to the government for
the conduet of its work. I have
asked the board for a report on the
=tatement of Mr. Mackie 4in the
house of commons, also with regard
to the Charambura statement.

“The Alieny Investigation Board is
compored of Judge Myers, who |is
chairman; Arthur E. Moore, who re-
presents the intereste of the return-
ed soldiers, and Robert Sutherland,
who represents the Interests of or-
ganized labor. The secretary is H.
J. Mansfield, who 1s also a retufned
soldier.”

Myers Gives Statement

Judge Mygrs, chalrman of the
Boa of Allen Invest.gation, when
asked for a statement in regard to
the charge made by Mr., Mackie, de-
clared that he could see nothing In |
the Charambura affidavit to sub-
stantiate Mackie's charge.

“But now first of all I want it thor-
oughly understood that the board has
no interest in deportation,” he sald.
“It Is their duty to receive applicationg
for “identification” cards, not exemp-
tion cards. These identification cards
are demanded by most of the empioy -
ers of the city of the “foreigner” or
the un-naturalized citizen. The cards
merely testify to their good conduct
as citizens and before the applicants
are accepted for examination by the
board must be signed by two reli a
citizens, wham we know, who state
that they have known the applicant
for a period of four years,

“Now as to the work done so far
by the bhoard in this connection., Ap-
proximately speaking, the board has
recelived applications from 8,000
aliens, Of these 500 have been turned
down, When the board was first an-
thorized and organized in February
by an order-in-council in February
there were found existing in the city
ImMnumerable clubs and organizations
of the Poles, Ukrainians and other
foreigners of this type. Representa-
tives of these clubs came to us and
offered to assist in ldentifying the
citizens of their own nationadity.
MThey further stated that whenever a
man presented one of their cards as
being a member of their especial or-
der aor ¢lub that it was usually a reli-
able testimony to the fact that they
were good citlzens, Of course, how-
ever, wa did not accept any a.ppll-i
cants on this basls alone, :

“"Among the clubs who sent come
mittees to us were the Ukrainians.
They sald that they had a large ro.l-J
lowing among the Ukrainians and a
committee room in their Ukranian
National Home where they would, if

the government de assist in
weeding ont the nndesirable cit\zens,
and recomfhen the good oneg. I

knew several of the men and we told
them that we would be glad to have
their help, and glad to have them
certify as to the character of the
men. But they were not appointed

by the government in any capacity, |}

Calls Statement Untrue

‘Three days thereafter we sent them
official word that we would not ac-
cept more of their recommendations.
In the affidavit furnished by Char-
ambura, he stated that the committea
wils in session more than three weeks
that the board granted exemption
cards to 1,000 of thelr recommended
men with the exception of 156. This
is absolutely untrue, The first ap-
plicant that we received who had
been recommended r)' them aroused
our suspicion and for the next two
days we questiond -the men oare

the club was charging the poor beg-
gars from L0c to §1 to become mein-
bers of their club that they might
obtain their cards, We also found as
a result of our investigation that
these men were sweaning to the ocer-
tificales stating that they had known
the applicant for four years, where
as a matter of fact they had known
a number of them but for a month or
s0. And those were our reasons for
telling this special board that their

cepted any longer. Nor was the
Ukrainian society the only one found
who wore so doing. There were a

“As for Charambura's statement

that 1 was being misled by these pe-
commendations# to give caprds

utter foolishness, The has &«

spite Lthe written evidnce and
'.?'ned cerfificates. There s a
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have never accepted the men in the
wholesale manner that Charambura
reems to Indicate,

“As for the number of applicants
that came bgfore us from the Ukran-
fan Home and thelr committee, 1 can
truthfully say that 200 would be a
high estimate. I hardly think there
were more than 100, Practically
nona of thelr recommendations were
bacceptcd."

When asked whether any action
could be taken against these men for
false-swearing or fraud Judge Myers
sald that these recommendations
were not asworn to., They were mere-
ly signed and therefore not actlon-

able,
Made Up of Veterans

“A#s you may know, the board is
made up largely of returned solders,”
ha continued. “There are 12 return-
oed men, & labor representative and a
representative from the Veterans'
asociation., Now you can readlly see
that these men, who were Instru-
mental in bringing the thing about,
would have any reasons for passing
the really undesirable. The bulk of
the men turned down for the identi-
1ﬂca.t.lt:on cards were the real “enemy
allens,” as they are termed—Germans
and *®ustrians and Turks, who an-
nounced thelir intention to the board
of going back to their own country
ak soon as they eould get a bhoat.
Theseo were glven no cards
as the board did not deem it neces-
sary, pending action of the Dominfon
government in the matter of depor-
tation. Those who were turned down
for {dentification eards upon first ap-
Fpilcatlon were told to report later,
within two or three months when (it
was thought that action would have
been taken in this matter, Several of
this latter class have come to us re-
cently but as there has been no
action of the Dominion government
we can do nothing about them.

“As to the matter of the aliens re-
ceiving cards for extra charges dur-

ware sert out by our doard. When
the board was first authorized the
government would allow no charge (o
be made to the men receiving ldenti-
fleation cards. I realized that it was
going to be an enormous job and that
it would probably take all summer to
really clear the matter up. I there-
fore urged the government to permit
us to charge the applicanta §1 for
thelr cards. I kept after them and as
times went on they began to realize
that it was not Aair to spend the
money of the citizens and peopla in
the province when the applicants had
money and could well afford to pay
the fee. Hence on March 24th, we
ware authorized by tha government
to charge applicants who were nat-
uralized citdzens §1 for their identi-
flecation cards and un-naturalized cit-
izens $2. We considered it unfair to
the others that the first had not had
to pay for their cards and the ones
received later should bhe charged. We
therefore sent out notices that the old
cards were not any good and that
they would have to report agaln and
ba issued new cards at the rate
named by the government. And so
that straightens up the matter about
the extra charge that was muade in
connection with these cards, /

“But frankly,” bhe. concluded, *“I
caphot see any direct connection be-
tween the affidavit made by Charam-
bura and the government. The affi-
davit makes no direct charge against
board or the government in any way."”

Mr. Mansfield, in A !engthy state-
ment, sets forth the duties and prac-
tises of the alien board in much the
same manner as Judge Myers and
categorically denies many of Char-
ambura’'s statements as false.

Chaqﬂmbun'- Affidavit

Charambura’'s affidavit i as.fol-
lows:

(1) I, Stephen O. Charambura, of
the city of Wimipeg, in the province
o0 anitoba, do solemnly declare, as
follows: 1 am a naturalized British
subject, residing at 102 Derby street,
in the city of Winnipeg, province of
Manitoba. I was naturalized on the
twenty-third (23rd) day of November
1911, Mcame originally from Galicia.
I presented myself at the board of
investigation and was apprised that
I did/ not have to take out an exemp-
tion card.

(2) Ow or about the middle af Feb-
ruary, 1919, T. D. Ferigy, M.IiA.,

. W, Arsenych, H. Woljcenko, O,
 Hykawy, J, Boyanowsky, N. Basizky,
and myself (Stephen O, Charamburn)
composed a4 committee, before which
Ukrainiane appeared, pursuant to
and by virtue of an order-in-counctl,
passed by the Manifoba government
for the purpose of compelling “for-
eigners” to show cause why they
should not be deported.

(3) The sald committee was author-
ized by Judge Myers, as stated to
me by all of the other members
of the said commmittee, to sit together
for the purpose of holding an inves-
tigatton upon Ukrainians as might
be compelled to attend before us for
the purpose of ascertaining which,
if any, ought to be deported,

(4) The sald Judgé Myers, Is one
of the members appointed by the
Manitoba government for the Qurpose
of carrying on the investigation® which
a8 a matter of fact, the above com-
mittee, including Jny-al!. conducted
with the view the object that
the actual bo had in view undbr
the order-in-council, and which was
composed of Judge Myers, a membgr
of the Great War Veterans' associa-
tion, and a representative of labor,

Committee's Function

(6) The said committee acted on
the instruotions of Judge Myers as
I am informed, for the purpose of
assisting the board calculated to aet
under @ order-in-council, in as
much as Ukrainians appearing before
the committea ould have required
assistance before the board in the
matter of Interpretation of language.

(6) My own understanding was
that Ukrainians who could be relied
upon had been constituted as a com-
mittee for the purpose of making re-
commendations to the board.

(7) Qur sittings were held i the
building called the “Ukrainians’ Na-
tional Home,” situated on the corner
of Burrowsg and MoGregor streets, of
the city of Winnipeg. and we sat
from nine o'clock in the morming till
l?;:lﬂth-pa.nt seven or eight in the even-

E.
(8) Our services were paid by the

I(‘anudmn Ukrainian Citizens' com-

mittee, being an associatioky ®of
Ukrainians who contribute money’
among themselves for the purpose af
making disbursements in all matters
which may affect the welfare of
Ukrainians,

(9) The sald committee sat from.
- on or about the middle of February.
1919, untiy on or about the middle of
March, 1619, with the exception, that
|I discontinued to it on the sald
committee on or about the end of the
 first week in March,
- (10) The officers of sald commit-
te® were nominated and held office
as follows: President, J. 'W. Araek-

yah; secrelary, J. Boyanowsky:

treasurer, H. Wojcenko; a%sistant
treasurer, N. Basizky; clerk, 8. O.
C‘ha.ramburg. myself, the deponent.

Was Called Exemption

(11) As clerk, my duties were to
put to the Ukralnlan presenting him-
self to show cause why he should
not be deported, all questions which
were printed on a questionnaire sup-
plied by the said board, and to take
the answers of the sald Ukrainian
and write them opposite the ques-
tions, and when the questionnaire

been fully gone threugh, a certl-

cate at the bottom of the question-
naire, which read as follows: "1, the
undersigned, do hereby certify that 1
have known the applicant for the
space of four years, and that he is
of good conduct and habits, and that
‘he 18 deserving of citizenship,” was
signed by two menYoers of the sald

ing the latter part of March, they |

|
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commlittee, who happened to be pre-
Hnmt at the' time, and then the ques-
tionnalre with the certificate was re-
mitted to Judge Myers of the said
board. )

(12) 1t was explained by any mem-
ber of the sarid committee to the
Ukrainian applicant showing cause
why he should not be deported, that
upon sald answers to the question-
naire and the certificate granted by
the membera of the #hid committee,
he would pot be deported; it was fur-
ther explained to him that if he did
not answer the questions and secure
the sald certificate, he would no lon-
ger be able to get a “job” and the
government of Manitoba would cause
| his deportation and his property
would be conflscated and he would be
left with only $76 with which to
leave the country.
|  (13) The certificate was invariably
called “exemption c¢ard,” because It
was easier to make the applicant

.lundemta.nd that he w being ex-

empted from deportation by using the
‘term “card” instead of the term “cer-
tificate.” .

(14) Remittance of the question-

aire and ghe cortificate was made by
the applicant himeself to the salid
Judge, and the said judge, upon re-
ceiving the sald certificate, granted
‘the applicant a card, verifylng the
fact that he ig a good ¢itizen, and this
card was invariably called the “ex-
emption card.”

Charges Dishonesty

(16) After three weeks' experience
ns clerk with said committee, I came
to the conclusion that the committee

estly, with a view of weeding~ofit the
good aul the bad, In so far, as the
certMicate was signed by the said two
members of the sald commitiee re-
gardlegss of whether or pot the said
members of the gaid committee did
or did not know the applicant for
four years, as stated In sald certifi-
cate, and Judge Myers, relying upon
guch certiflicate frown such commit-
tee, was absolutely being misled and
was In turn granting what we term-
ed “exemption cards” from deporta-
tion, and this method of acting on
the part of the committee was not
acting honestly, and as a conse-
quence 1 resigned from the_  sald
commitiee, which continued to do
the same thing for another week
after,

(16) There was an additional rea-
gon which maved me to resign frém
the said committee, and It was the
fact that on the walls of the said “Na-
tional Home" there were cards so
p!qsnd that every Ukrainian entering
the ™hall was able to read the follow-
ing question: “Are vou a member of
the National Home? 1If not, why not?
Now is vour chance.”

(17) The gaid T. D Ferlev, M.T.LA..
is the president of the Nattonal Home,
which 18 nothing more than a place
where Ukrainians qay resort to, and
whieh s kept up by Ukrainian money,
and the gquestion an the wall was des-
tined to get every Ukrainian coming
into this place to pay money to the
institution of which* the said T. D.
Ifarley 1s president.

(18) A third and additional reason
moved me to resign from the qom-
mittee, and it was the fact that the
committes collected from each and
every Ukrainian the sum of $1—76¢c
of which was to go towards payl
for two photographs, which the sai
board requested of each and  every
Ukrainian, and 30c was to to the
tNatlonal Ho'me; and arain there was
selected a photographer in the city of
}W’innlpeg, and only the one who
would pay a rake-off to the Nation
Home by reason of being the sole
photographer selected for taking the

ians. . :
~ Q@raft s Alleged

commﬁtee. including the said T. D.
Ferley, M.I.A., opanly boasted that
they signed the certificate on the
sald questionalre, regardless as 1o
whether or not they knew the ap-
plicant for the space of four years

applicant, because the provincial law
gshould not have been passed, be-
cause deportation was a federal
rather than a provineial matter, and
2ll that wes necessary to be dcne
| after all, was to satisfy the returned
soldier,

(20) In some cases as many as
from fifty to one hundred certificates
were signed in advance,

(21) During the time that I was
clerk of the sald committee, some of
the Ukrainians were induced to pay
$2, others $56, and others $10, all of
, which went to the National Home,
save and except the ainount that was
paid to the photographer for the two
photographs, ,

(22) Duripg the time that I was
Cler!’s of sald committea we passed
upon approximately one thousand
(1,000) cases. All got their exemp-
tion eards from doportation, with the
ception of 15, whom I am informed
by Mr., Mansfleld, recretary of the,
'board, were held unaer susplcion.
 (23) The said N. basizky, assist-
‘ant treasurer, had the custody of all
‘monies collected and it ia the same
N. Basizky who is referred .o in D.
|A. Ross, M.L.A.'s statement, whigh
appeared in the Winnipeg Telegra
gnd who was made to kiss the flag
every 156 feet on the way to the sta-
tion, where he was put on the train

at Beausejour,

(24) or about the'la.st week lnlI

March, 1919 the board of investiga-
tion wrotg a postal card te each and
every Ukrainian who had received
his exemption card, that his said ex-
emptiog card had been cancelled and
that each and every holder of such

card must at once report to the ln-H

vestigation board and that in the
future all naturalized citizens would
have to pay the sum of §1 and un-
naturalized persons the sum of §2
for a new exemption card, and I saw
the notice myself, personally—not all
of them, but some qf, them, and 1

understand that the holder of sald)]

exemption card did report to the in-
vestigation board and that he paid
over again the $1 or 32, as the case
may he. :

And 1 make this anl.{mn declar-
ation, consclentiously believing It to
be true and know it as of the same
force and effect as If made under
oath and by virtue of “The Canada
Evidence Act.”

STEPHEN O, CHARAMBURA,

Declared of me at the City of Win-
nipeg, in the Province of Manitoba,
odptho Bth day of May, A.D, 1919,

JOHN T. HAIG,

Commlissioner in and for tke Province

photographs of all the said Ukrain- |

(19 *™r'he mewbers of the sald|

and even without seeing the said|.

was not performing its dugies hon-

- |

of Manitoba
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