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BOLSHEVISM IN CANADA,

A prominent Western business man, who
has much to do with Labor, says the
opinicn commonly held throughout Hastern
‘Canada that the leaders of the revolution-
m groups in Western Labor centres are
‘alien enemies or foreigners of soma sort is
without foundation in fact. Among the
rank and file of the organizations that have
been swept into the “One Big Union" move-
ment there are many forelgners, but the
‘real leaders ot *‘direct action” are in most
cases British-born or Eastern Canadian
workmen in revolt against the trade umion
o'r’nhlutlon. which they regard as having
failed to bring_ about the new industrial
order Jromised by Labor reformers.

These social revolutionaries are unre-

‘sarvedly in favor of the application in Can-’

ada of the principles of Lenin. Phey cheer
tor Bolshevism, and cry out against any in-
Wco with Bela Kun's new Bolshevist
.8tate, built upon the ruins of Hungarian
Aationalism. - It is necessary that the people
"9f Canads shonld know what these ex-
“4remists would put in the place of the pre-
‘M Federal, Provincial, and clvic Govern-
Enenu' had they the power to act. H. G.
herg, an evident sympathizer with re-
~Yolutfonary methods in general, presents
-4 The New York Natlon a picture of.con-
Aitions in Budapest under the Commune.
sHis letter is dated March 30th, and directs
:itte‘ntlon to the wholly new code of laws
J;chury ‘“when society has to be made
\.over to attain the proletarian heart’s de-
z‘ﬂ ”
. Among the steps taken are ‘the com-
:-@unllatlon of banks, of houses, of art col-
Jections, of factorles. There sare regula-
:Uons restricting the withdrawal of bank
;gopouits to $400 per month, and cutting
;8own all fortunes to the $10,000 level,
Jl'hore are new wage scales which bring the
age of wages ta $300 2 month, and do
tot permit the ‘experts and entrepreneurs
4p get more than $800 a month. Also there

Wch give the soldl
-§jonthly wa
The home, the Vbry foundntlon of civil-

-jgation, Is swept away by the Hungarian
“Bommunists, as it has been by the Russians,
rfor the communization of houses involves
_:pe surrender to the State not only of the
~pgwnership of the house that shelters the
“family, but of the right to decide’ who shall
=be lodged within each house. In Petrograd
hnrpluu rooms in the homes of good citizens
sere occupied by all sorts of undesirables
7pn-the ‘orders of the Communal authorities.
E‘ Scarcely less dangevous to civilization
“‘than the destruction of the privacy of the
mome is the exclusion of all classes, save
Apanual workers, from participation in the
Jovernment of the couniry. Mr. Alsberg
5!‘!18' it thus: “Another feature, unpleasant
o the capitalist, 18 the law governing' the
:Eomln; Soviet elections. In these elections
‘gnly working people can vote; no capitalist
“wiIF be allowed to cast a ballot. The barber
Swho shaves me points out that he will be
Fllowed”to vote, but his ‘boss, who also
Works all day shaving customers, will not
Fe permitted to do so, as he is a capitalist.”
— It may be agked why self-respecting men
Knd women who are not manual workers
juﬂer themselves to be excluded from the
Fights of cltizenship_w(thout making a fight
@9 retain their franchise.” The reason is to
Je found {n the fact that the Hungarian
d Guards, as Mr. Alsberg tells us, are
id twice as well as the workmen, and. at
I higher rate than the technical experts and
uperinlendents who manage the factorles
.the Commune. Forée takes the place of
tice, and men who are prepared to shool
pwn the protesting citizen, robbed of his
Property and his citizenship, are pald more
ghly than any other class of the '‘com.
qunlty
I: The word of the revolutionary leadert
a the supreme law. There is no other. We
Efe told with evident approval that “the ol¢
kw courts have been abolished and revolu.
,ﬁmnry tribunals established where a lawyes
- fildy not show his face, except under penalt
‘death. The people’s Commissary said Ir
§tarn Cromwellian tones when appealed t¢
. briefless barristers, ‘It you can't learr
~'lr.‘n|etul handicraft, then you'll have t¢
iarn to sweep the streets.’”
;;f: Against the terrible tyranny that de
" Pilves. men of their homes, thelr savings
mer right to vote, their equality befor(
ﬂte -1aw, no protest is permitted. Publi
otings are barred to ‘opponents of th
valeu in Russia, while in Hungary Mr
sbars tells us: “To old-fashioned eye
. ‘dictatorship of the proletariat may lool
- oppressive. There is, for instancé, no sucl
thing ‘as a free Press in Hungary. All th
ngwspapers have been nationalized, an
v(ﬂta exactly as they are told; all look alike
.:ald Are alke uninteresting.”
86 that to the destruction of the home
“denial of the right of self-government
‘the abolition of ‘trial by legal proces:
a Bolshevists have added the throttling ¢
a. Press, For all except the Commissarie
3 ‘their camp followers life under suc!
; dmonu must be almost unendurable. Th
157 -ey of Czardom has been outdone b

——
e —

the sutocracy of the Commutie. Do the
Canedians who cheer for the “One Big
Union,” with its ‘Bolshevist eppeals, under-
stand that one of the first measures of the
“Reds,” were they to succeed in imposing
their views upon the people of this country,
would be the soclalixation of houses, a'step
destructive immediately of the privacy of
home Iife,,and ultimately of home itself.
There are' in the Dominion hundreds of
thousands of workmen’s houses owned by
the workmen themselves. How would they
like the idea of turnln; their homes over
to a Communistic State so that the least
thrifty and least progressive elements of the
community would become equal owners with
them of the houses built by years of steady
thrift? Yet that is involved in the form of
ComMuniem which Canadians are asked to
Initiate.

The time comes for the taking of defen-
sive measures of a drastic sort against those
who would reproduce in Canada the condi-
tions now existing in Russia and Hungary.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.




