ALVO VON ALVENSLEBEN AND HiS DOINGS IN CANADA

‘Sorie yenrsbifors the war a Genmart named. Alve "Von +
Alvensleben: made o somewhat vivid splash upon the business
world around Vancouver ahd Victoria. He was rej to be
“broke to the world” and gained his daily bread in’ certain
obicure and hutnble ways. lpdeed,be is said to have scted for
& time as waiter:at one of the local hotels.

During the real estate boom he gindually worked inte some
deals, and started into’ business on his own nceount. He appeared
to prosper exceedingly, and nfter a while announced that he
was going to Germany to obtain German moncy for Canadian
projects.

He apparently succeeded, for on his return he plinged into
many timber and land speculations:

1t was hinted, and he himself rather cncouraged the idea
that he was the trustee for some of the Kaiser's money, and that
he was on intimate terms with that potentate.

Such an idea was not altogether unreasonable. His family
was one well known in Berlin court circless two of his uncles bad
been general officers during the Franco-Prussian war: his brother
held the Kaiser's commission: and he hnmlf had served in the
German army.

He was  born gambler, and bought property right and left.
In these boom days, however, he could hardly make a mistake,
and he prospered exceedingly, He also was a gambler of another
sort for he sat in many u big game at the Union Club in Victoria,
and at Vancouver.

Shortly before the war, he began to clean up, and at the
actual outbreak of hostilities whs in Germany.

A week or so before war was declared, his brother, who
‘was in charge of operations at the coust, borrowed all the money
he could lay his hands upon and departed for New York, It is
asseited that he “touched” the Dominion Trust Company so
heavily that the collapse of the company, and the tragic death
of Amold, the manager, was hastenied by his operations, if not
the direct result. ~

Safe on the neatral ground of New York, this Prussian
gentleman gave an interview to one of the Hearst papers, and’
told what Germany was going to do to the British Empire in
general and Canada in particular,

At that time the operations of the British Admiralty were
kept pretty quiet, but it was reported when he took ship for
Germuny an English cruiser stopped the Italian ship on which
he was travelling and took him off. He is said to have been
taken to England and interned. Han\’urkbu-ﬁ:wh:Fiim
did not fake him very far, <
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i And 30 he dnd’ He umed mmi rbnbhn-ph:w was in
one of the German prison camps. was subsequently con-
firmed, and the young Canndian reported that a good deal of
the prison discipline was relazed in his case, owing to some un-
known and influential intervention.

There is not the least doubt in the world that Alvc Von
Alvensleben had some means of communication with Germany.
Whefi the States entered the war, he was promptly interned.
Just the other day he announced to the representative of a Van.

couver puper that he was going to Emu&h America to recoup his
fortunes,




