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Hey, what happened to the 

idea of trying to stay green, 
help the environment and keep 
garbage out of our landfills? 
Guess that only applies to those 
who will soon be on the one-bag 
limit.

And what about those  
who work in large offices, big 
hotels or live in apartment 
buildings? 

Why is it that many of  
them don’t need, or bother, to 
recycle?

You can register with the 
Niagara Region for exemptions 
if: Your household has two 
or more children in diapers, 
you operate a licensed day 
care out of a home or if 
someone in your household 
has a medical condition — for 
example, dialysis treatment or 
incontinence.

Isn’t there something 
drastically wrong with that last 
exemption? 

Sounds like an invasion of 
privacy to me when you ask 
people if they have a medical 
condition.

Here’s the issue as I see it. Why 
does anyone from the Regional 
Niagara Waste Management 
department need to know 
that a resident has a medical 
condition? 

With all due respect, that’s 
none of their business.

It will be interesting to see 
how some of our residents, 
especially our seniors, feel about 
this issue.

Let’s make one thing perfectly 
clear: I’m not poking fun at 
anyone who has a medical 
problem. In fact, I’m here to lend 
my support and to protect their 
privacy.

At first glance, it appears as 
though the Region is doing us 

a favour. Let them know you 
have a medical condition and 
they will likely grant you an 
exemption.

But I guess that all depends. 
It just might depend on the 
number of Depends that end up 
in your garbage bag at the end of 
the week.

If you have a medical 
condition and it’s causing your 
internal plumbing to leak, the 
Region wants to give you a pee 
break. You will be able to put out 
more than one bag of garbage.

Those who don’t qualify 
for the extra bag of garbage 
probably think this stinks. 

Catherine Habermebl, Niagara 
Region’s associate director of 
waste management, reassures 
me they don’t need to know the 
specific details of your medical 
condition.

To get an exemption there’s 
a form that needs to be filled 
out that requires your name, 
address and doctor’s signature. 
The doctor needs to confirm 
you have a medical condition, 
but the Region does not need to 
know the details.

Last time I checked, doctors 
charge patients to fill out forms, 
so that signature just might 
end up costing you $25 — the 
equivalent of 25 extra bags of 
garbage.

Those who qualify will receive 
tags from the Region they can 
put on the bag, which is a sign to 
the contractor to pick it up.

Discussions are still going on 
at this time whether the tags 
should be the same colour as the 
ones now being sold for $1.

There should be no question 
on that issue.

The problem with putting a 
different coloured tag on the 
bag is everyone who sees it — 
from the person who picks up 

your garbage, to the person 
who delivers your newspaper 
or mail — will know someone 
at that residence has a medical 
condition.  

Well, I guess if they want to 
use a different-coloured tag to 
address this issue, may I suggest 
a yellow tag. 

And just how many free tags 
will some residents get?

Habermebl said you could 
have multiple individuals in a 
household who have medical 
conditions so that would reflect 
on the number of tags they 
would receive. 

I’m still a bit confused. Do 
you get an extra tag per week per 
individual or what? 

What if one person who is 
incontinent pees more than his 

neighbour down the street, how 
will this be measured? 

Will they use a one-litre or 
two-litre bottle?

As you can see, trying to get a 
straight answer on this issue is 
like peeing in the wind. 

It can be done, but there must 
be a better and easier way.

What needs fixing in your 

neighbourhood? We want to 
know. Phone Tony Ricciuto at 
905-358-5711, ext. 1132 or e-mail 
tricciuto@nfreview.com
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Starting Feb. 28, Niagara residents will be cut back to one bag of garbage per week. If they need to put out more, they will have to purchase 
tags that cost $1 each. Those who have a medical condition can call to see if they qualify for an exemption. 
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