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The broad goal of my proposed study is to contribute to both growing research on WWI internment
camps (Demuth 2009; Francis 2008; Roy 2000) and investigations into the origins of modern
internment. Specifically, I am interested in examining key issues of confinement at the Monashee
Internment Camp in Monashee, British Columbia, in order to reconstruct the internment history at
the site via a comparison of narrative and materiality. While historians are typically limited to
archival records and oral histories, archaeologists are uniquely positioned to add physical evidence
from the archaeological record of a given site (Demuth 2009; Early 2013; Thomas 2011).
Consequently, archaeologists can contribute information that may be lacking in the fragmented
historical record (Casella 2007; Medin 2007; Myers and Moshenska 2011, 2013); specifically,
material analysis can reveal the circumstance of life in subaltern roles, such as prisoners (Samford
1996).
Due to shifting political and social landscapes, the majority of internment archaeological research
in Canada has focused on WWII internment camps. To date only five Canadian WWI internment
camps have been studied and this limited research highlights the paucity of knowledge regarding
WWI internment sites. This work has resulted in Parks Canada archaeological reports from Mt.
Revelstoke, British Columbia, and Castle and Cave and Basin Camps, Alberta, an archaeological
excavation at Spirit Lake Internment Camp, Quebec and finally my dissertation research and
excavation at the Morrissey WWI Internment Camp (Beaulieu 2015; 2019). While archaeological
reports focus on documenting and recording the sites for conservation purposes, academic research
also places emphasis on understanding the activities that took place at the site. In addition, site
reports from Parks Canada are not shared with the public, further limiting our archaeological
knowledge about the internment operations. The knowledge and skills developed from research at
WWII sites can be easily transferred to WWI internment research, providing critical information
regarding the origins of modern internment camps. By filling in these gaps, archaeologists can play
a primary role in counteracting a devastating corollary of erasure—the re- writing of history.
This research provides a better understanding of the history of the Monashee Internment Camp
and as with the Morrissey WWI Internment camp continues to set an example for investigations at
other Canadian WWI internment sites where the Federal documentary record is deficient. The
research applied here, a triangulation of data-sets, demonstrates how three lines of evidence (i.e.
material record, archival reports, and oral histories) can be applied to overcome the paucity of
documentary evidence. This is also the second excavation in Canada pertaining to WWI
internment that uses the excavation itself as a platform for commemoration and reconciliation.
The Monashee Internment Camp was located on Monashee Mountain at the top of ‘Mine Hill’,
approximately 12 km from the current Gold Panner Resort and Campground in Cherryville,
British Columbia. This camp was one of 24 internment camps that detained a total of 8,579
enemy aliens from the multinational Austro-Hungarian, German, and Ottoman empires as PoWs
on Canadian soil between 1914 and 1920. The majority of the prisoners were civilians, and a few
were even Canadian born or naturalized British subjects. The internment camp was only open for
a short period of time between June and July 31,1915. During its operational period the camp
continuously imprisoned between 250 and 300 internees who cleared and graded the Fire Valley
road. However, due to logistical challenges in supplying the camp, in addition to exceptional
rainfall that caused the roadwork to fall behind schedule, the camp lacked sustainability and
consequently suffered financial loss. Upon its closure, the prisoners were transferred to the Mara
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Figure 1. Monashee Internment Camp Site, Overview Map
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Fieldwork:
The Monashee Internment Camp site is currently located on Crown Land, Lot 307, Land District
41, Parcel Identification Number 3949690, PID 010-156-755. Prior to the excavation,
Dr. Beaulieu applied for and received a Heritage Investigation Permit from the B.C.
Archaeological Branch (Investigation Permit No. 2021-0307). The fieldwork and excavations
took place between July 19-30th, 2021. Archaeology undergraduate student volunteers from Simon
Fraser University also partook in the summer’s excavation.
During this field season excavation, the research focused on the south-west end of the camp. This
is the area noted in the available archival photographs (Figure 2) and until the excavation began,
was thought to be the camp’s only location. However, as the excavation continued, a new area was
uncovered. A combination of GPR, traversing and shovel testing were undertaken to locate historic
artefact concentrations. Following this, test pits and 1 meter x 1 meter units were excavated based
on the location of concentrated areas. 1 meter x 1 meter units were excavated in 10 cm arbitrary
levels and all artefacts were collected and bagged with location and provenience recorded on each
artefact bag.
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Figure 2. Monashee Internment Camp
The yellow demarcation indicates the PoW section of the camp. The remaining areas belong to the guards. The
sections delineated in red note the locations with the highest concentration of artefacts excavated to date.
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Excavation
The first two days of the field excavation were spent clearing the thick brush from the internment
site (Figures 3 & 4). Once the site was cleared, remote sensing with the GPR generously provided
by the CFWWIRF was undertaken. Unfortunately, the site is located in a dense forested area that
was not conducive to a GPR survey. Hence, a walking traverse followed with myself and the
archaeology team walking in straight lines, with each person positioned one-meter apart,
documenting the surface artefact scatter as it was encountered. With each location where surface
scatter was noted, a shovel test was then conducted and when significant artefacts were uncovered,
1 meter x 1 meter excavation units were then opened. Once this was completed and artefacts
excavated, each item was carefully packed and brought back with Dr. Beaulieu for analysis.

Figures 3 & 4. Camp entrance noting the dense, thick brush

Building Footprints
Through excavation numerous building footprints were uncovered and comparing these with
archival photographs helped to confirm not only the location of the camp but also specific areas
within the camp. The prisoners and the guards were housed in military tents and given that the
floors were the only remnants of the structures further confirmed this site as the internment camp’s
location. Similar to other WWI internment sites in Canada where the camps were completely
dismantled upon closure (Beaulieu 2019) it appears that the floors were left behind in Monashee
when the military tents were removed. The excavated floors consist of large wooden planks with
4

thick layers of tar paper beneath. The original depth of the planks remains inconclusive as a century
of environmental degradation has taken place. However, the thick layers of tar paper that remain
indicate that a waterproof barrier was needed to prevent moisture from entering the tents. This
supports archival records noting that extreme rains contributed to the premature closure of the
camp.
Unlike the Morrissey Internment camp where bricks, plaster, screws, window glass and nails were
among the artefacts excavated, the southern portion of the Monashee site contained very little
construction or building materials. This further supports the notion that this camp was intended to
be temporary.

Figure 5. Side wall from the
guard’s quarters, west side of
the camp. This wall remains
one of very few permanent
building structures on site.

Figure 6. Officer’s cook tent
floor, south-east side of the
camp

Figure 7. Floor remnants from
a PoW tent, south-west side of
the camp

Figure 8. Floor remnants from
a PoW tent, south-west side of
the camp

Figure 9. Floor remnants from
a PoW tent, south-west side of
the camp

Figure 10. Floor remnants
from a PoW tent, south-west
side of the camp
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Significant Artefacts Excavated
The sections with the highest density of artefacts were excavated from the guard’s and officer’s
sections on the southern end of the camp (Figure 11). Other than bottle caps and four military tent
floors, little else was excavated from the PoW section. However, with such a short excavation
period, only two weeks, it would be premature to conclude that the PoW section holds little else.

Figure 11. Location of the Officer’s cook tents

Numerous cans were observed on the surface and also excavated above floor structures on the
south-east end of the guard’s side of the camp. Comparing the location of these floor structures
against archival photographs that document three military tents with wood-burning stoves, this
section is likely the location of the Officer’s cook tents. In addition, the location and limited
number of these tents supports the notion that these were more likely to be cook tents for the small
number of Officer’s working at the camp rather than the greater number of guards.
Subsequent analysis of the cans confirms that these were items not generally provided to the PoWs.
The notable food tins excavated were an Oxo bouillon powder (Figure 12), baking powder (Figure
13) , key winds for sardine tins, a glass mason jar (Figure 16) and corned beef tins (Figure 17).
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The corned beef tins consist of a lead droplet in the bottom end of the tapered can with a key wind
(Figure 17). The key wind technology on this type of meat tin began in 1895 and ceased around
WWI making it a significant dating tool. This confirms that the location we were excavating is
from the same time period as Canada’s WWI internment operations. Additionally, food rationing
during WWI encouraged Canadians to eat more fish and save meat products for the soldiers on the
front lines. Canned meat such as corned beef became a common part of the soldier’s rations
(Brown and Cook 1974: 308). This further supports that these tins were meant to feed the Canadian
military guarding these prisoners and not the PoWs themselves.

Figure 12. Oxo container, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp
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Figure 13. Magic Baking Powder, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp

Figure 14. Food tin, “Replace After Using”, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp
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Figure 15. Food Tin, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp

Figure 16. Wilsons Mason Jar Made in Canada, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp
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Figure 17. Corned Beef Tins with Key Winds, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp

Beverages:
Alcohol prohibition began on October 1st, 1917, a little over two years after the camp became
operational. Hence, it is not surprising to excavate an intact alcohol bottle (Jamieson Whiskey) as
well as other broken bottled glass and bottle caps from the guards’ side of the camp, since military
personnel had access to liquor (Figure 18 & 19). However, the PoWs were not afforded the same
privilege. An October 1915 letter from Major-General Otter, Officer Commanding Internment
Operations to the Under Secretary for External Affairs, discussed the treatment of PoWs in
Canadian camps: “To none however, is the use of beer, wine or spirituous liquors allowed” (LAC,
RG 13, vol. 206, no. 1261). Thus, two Revelstoke Brewing Company bottle caps excavated from
the PoW section of the camp speaks to the fact that prisoners somehow had access to some alcohol,
whether it be through contraband or trade (Figure 20).
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Figure 18. Jamieson Whiskey Bottle, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp
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Figure 19. Brown Base with Olson Scar, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp
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Figure 20. From left to right: Bottle cap from Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp; 2 Revelstoke Caps
from the PoW internment area; McCulloch’s Golden Orange from the Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of
camp; PB Princeton Brewery from Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp

Additional items excavated from the guard’s south-east end of the camp include tableware items,
creamers and bowls, pharmaceutical bottles, tobacco cans, leather shoes and water proofing cans,
batteries and hammers (Figures 21 – 33).
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Figure 21. Cream Container, Guards south-west end of camp

Figure 22. Tableware, Guards south-west section of camp
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Figure 23. Tableware with corn motif, Guard’s section south-west end of camp

Pharmaceuticals

Figure 24. Pharmaceutical bottle (unknown substance), Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp
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Tobacco tins

Figure 25. Tobacco can lid, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp

Figure 26. W.D & H.O Wills Imperial Tobacco, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp

16

Figure 27. W.D & H.O Wills Imperial Tobacco, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp

Clothing:

Figure 28. Arctic Rubber Dubbin, leather waterproofing, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp
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Figure 29. Leather shoe, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp

Figure 30. Leather shoe, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp
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Construction Material and Hardware Located on the Guard’s Side of the Camp

Figure 31. Battery

Figure 32. Hammer, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp
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Figure 33. Wedge, Officer’s cook tent, South-east section of camp

North End of Camp – Surface Artefacts
After a number of days excavating in the southern section of the camp, comparing and contrasting
the archival photographs to the local landscape, I decided to undertake a walking traverse further
to the north. In doing so, we discovered an entire section of the camp that extends 165 meters north
of where we had been excavating. This section does not appear to be documented in the available
archival records. Either these photographs have been lost (or were destroyed) or the only
photographs of the camp were taken in the early stages of its formation.
In this northern section there are numerous building footprints, remnants of wood burning stoves,
potential privies and food storage pits, along with smaller artefacts on the surface including food
tins, oil cans, and beverage bottle. Given the significant amount of surface scatter in this section,
the camp is much larger than what was previously thought. With this section included, it appears
that the Monashee Internment Camp is almost as large as the Morrissey Internment site. Given this
new development, I posit that the intent was to create a relatively permanent camp with the
expectation that it would be operational for an extended period. The effort and planning that went
into the layout of this camp is significant - with the PoWs in the south-west section, the Officers
in the south-east section and the remainder of the camp consisting of the guard’s living quarters as
well as a barn and fenced area for the military horses. Given the size and effort that would have
gone into the planning and constructing the camp, the closure after only one month in operation
would have created a substantial loss for the Canadian First World War Internment Operations.
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Given how vast this area was, unfortunately there were not enough resources and time to begin
excavations in this section of the camp. Hence, we only removed two surface artefacts and left
the remainder behind, in order to be able to record their proper provenience should the opportunity
for a future excavation present itself.

Figure 34. Rare pink glass from an unidentified artefact, guards most northerly section of the camp
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Figure 35. Door and metal ring from a wood burning stove, guard’s area most northerly section of the camp

After the completion of the excavation, each unit was recorded with a handheld GPS and
landscaping fabric was placed at the bottom of the units so as to mark the terminal point of the
excavation. Sifted soils were shoveled back into the units, refilling them prior to replacing the
duff and sod layers.
The Monashee Internment Camp remains relatively untouched, as noted by the numerous
artefacts intact on the landscape’s surface. The undisturbed nature of this site is likely due to its
unique location on the side of a highway and the dense brush that dissuades potential inquisitive
hikers from entering. The remote location on Crown Land is yet another reason why it has not
been developed, unlike many of the other internment sites across Canada.
Based on the limited number archival records that survive from this internment camp, it was
initially thought that Monashee’s relatively short history would limit the amount of excavated
material evidence that could shed light onto Canada’s internment history; especially compared to
other sites such as Morrissey that held a much longer occupation history. However, this two
week excavation has merely scratched the surface and future excavations of the northern section
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of the camp will uncover additional material evidence of the lived experience of not only the
PoWs but the guard’s that interned them.

Figure 38. The archaeology team leaving Monashee’s excavation site, filled with excitement from the day’s finds
and in anticipation of what mysterious artefacts the following day would uncover
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