CANNOT GET WORK
~ ATANY SALARY

No Truth in Statement That Lum-
bermen Want Men and Cannot
‘Get Them.

FIVE HUNDRED MORE LAID OFF

Lumbermen a, le Have Hun-
dreds of Applications for Work
at Any Price.

In commenting on the parade uf the
unemployed yesterday, several people
were heard to remark that the ma-

rity. if not all, of the forelgners who

jeged the city hall in an effort to
convince the civic authorities of the
necessity of draslic action being taken
in thelr behalf, could find jobs with
the lumbermen of the city, who wers
advertising for men and were ox-
periencing diMloulty In getting them.

A canvasa of the principal lumber
dealers and employment agencies by
a repressniative of The Journal thia
morning disclosed the fact that there
is absclutely no demand for men at
the present time, elther In the lum-
ber industry or in any other line of
work where unskilled labor generally
finds a market.

Booth Men ldle.

Between four and five hundred men
were thrown out of employment when
the retaining wall of reinforced con-
crete which was used to hold back
the water at the flume at the J. I
Booth .Compang's mill gave way, and
the damage |s of such & greal extent
that thess men will not be given work
at the mill until the wall is repaired,
which will be at the least estimate a
month.

“Previous to the breaking of the
flume wall on SBunday we had no diffi-
culty in obtaining men.,” stated one of
the oMolals of the Booth Company 1o
The Journal. “Labor at this time
is practically a drug on the marhet
and we have been pemered with up-

licatlons for work from greal nuin-

rs of men for some time past \We
could not possibly supply employnient
for one-fourth of the number of lu-
borers who applied to us before the
flume broke, and now 500 of our nwn
regular men are laid off.”’

Al the ofMices of the employment
agencles the story was similar, and the
statement that men are plentiful was
amply borne out by the numbers of
laborers who were congregated in Lhe
vieinity of each of the emplovment
agencles, apparently Iin the hope of
something turning up to give them a
chance Lo earn a little money.

At Any Wage.

‘““This is the slack season,’” sald Mr
D. A. Martin, the Bank street lum-
berman’'s agent, "and to give you some
idea of the scarcity &6f work for the
unskilled laborer I might =ay that
we had an order for a small number
of men to go ‘to the bush yesterday,
and when we put the notice in the
window we had at least five hundred
men in here just begging for an op-
portunity to get to work, and in many
casea remuneration was not even con-
sidered by the applicants

“In & few weeks the time for the
building of new camps in the bush
will be at hand and then we hope to
be In a position to afford the major-
ity of the men who are now walking

the l.llgﬂulh they are anxious
to w A ¢Hanee " 1o earn thelr
living."”

Lower Wages This Scason.

| “Wages will undoubtedly be lower
' than last year and probably lowar
jthan In many yeara'' said u proin-
fnent lumberman to The Journal.
“The plentitude of men wlll force the
wages down to a minlmum, and
though we have not yet determined
' just what the rate for the coming
season will be, the reduction will be
lat least 26 per cent. from the scale
Fpl.l-ll last season. This means that
Ilk["!d log-makers will hardly be paid
|

more than $3v per month, while the
'swampers and inexperienced hands
will be paid In the vielnity of §20°
'  BEverywhere The Journal repre-
sentative visited the cry, "'Plenty ©f
men, but no work,’' wuas the sams,
‘and the statemen! that the mien who
| paraded to the city hall in yedt -
Fd'."' demonstrution, as well n- 1he
‘' many others who are engaged in a
fruitlesa search for emplovient, ol
¢ not work when they are aflorded 2
apportunity, is decldedly erruneoy
The problem of the Ottawa unein-
| ployed 18 assuming larger proportions
. 'dally, -and I8 the moat serjous wWill
which the c¢ity has heen faced (or
‘many years In the past It i= rumiin-
ed that violence i threatencd hH the
more desperate nf the men Wit -
companied yesterda)y's arms im the
cevent of pome means not being s pecil-
y {ly taken by the city to provide work
1 for them.



