JUDGE DISCUSSES
STATUS OF CANADA

In Theory cmzens of Hostile
Nations " Are Prisoners
Without Civil Rights

RIGHTS OF MERCHANTMEN
Their Conversion lr;to Men-of-

War Balances Subsidies in
Time of Peace

Quebec, Que., Aug. 8.—The exact
status of Canada, now war has been
declared, was explained by Mr. Jus-
tice Gervals, of the Provinelal Court |
of Appeals, in the course of a chat
ap the Court House recently. His
Lordship, as |s known, has been for
many years professor of Interna-
uom law at Laval Unl\erdtr

" sald his bord.nhlp. In reply
to - uuuﬂen “Cunada is in a state
of war over since the prulnmwon
which England addressed to Ger-
many. When a soverelgn state goes
to war its dependencies-and colonies |
mgmn lovolved Immediately.

o

th

whatever rights they have under the
civil and the criminal law of Can-

ada, and *heir vmuon is determined

longt
the civil courts, they cannot, for
‘example, enforce the payment of
dam.- due by British subjects. Of

urse, /the theory, is n strictly
‘-ppu.d In practice, hut so uru tho
law goes, these non-m

our prisoners of war, not. vn!y
u,,u nod- but their 'uvt. are ln
our han \

mnﬂlnc
Asked for the legal vigw regard-
u; the seizsing of m-rehm ships by
e British power md t.hdr conver-
lnn lnm ‘men-of-war, !mdmv

-ru- is quite nuun!“'r Bdthh




Paris of 1866, under which
courne
(-rurllu)
od.

a
time. or the usmge and
corsalrs was abolish-
Berle that declaration every
state had the right to employ
privateers, who were emplo)cd by |
the King to make war upon his
cnemles, gIving bonds to behave!
themselves according to Interna- |
tional Law and to divide the pro-
ceeds of the profits with the state.
That usage gave rise lu many
abuses, because sometimes under
the mask of & corsaly one found &
rate. Then all the states with the
exception of onc agreed to abolish
the employment of corsatrs.
Made & Poor Bargain,

“But the great naval powers, and
especially England, found after that
date that they had made a poor
bargain, for the simple reason that
after the war was declared, they
could not use thelr numerous and
powerful merchantmen. That s the
reason why most of the states ro-
sorted to the conversion of the latter
after the opening of war by taking

ession of merchantimen and In-
stalling therein a murine  officer,
bearing the King's patent. Not only

h.l
jand to-day can make use for the
purpose of war of all the merchant-
men of her immense Emplre.
No Hardship on Companics.
“On the other hand one must re-
member that ‘the Britannic state has

with' regal ‘man-
Liloyd ud all other navigation com-
panies.

“In a word, England by ssking

at is
th- oint of view of the public laws
£ and the internatio
law of the world.
“As .yoli ace, the conversion of
tmm.lnb“mq ot war, is
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