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THE GROWTH OF THE “WEST.

Manitoba and the Territoricss are cer-
taln to enjoy their share of f:he grow-
Ing time durlng the presenj). season.
The tide of immigration is !:etting to-
ward the wheat lands of the prairies
from many quarters, and in a compre-
hensive estimate Commissioner Me-
Creary forecasts the influx Eor the year
at 75,000. The Winnlpeg Free Press

has compiled Informatlon from many

sources, showing the attrasctiveness of .

the Canadian west and the class of
immigrants seeking homes, there at the
present time. A great many settleraé
from North Dakota and from Ontario.
and the older Provinces -will buy land.
In the settled portion of Manitoba lte
the owners do not ralse the price too’
aigh. The present rush iv:calis the da.ysf
»f the Winnlpeg boom, when many peo-
ple in the new-born tow could not ﬁnd'
iccommodation in the houses and were;
torced to live in tents. At Ponoka, a,
place between Wetaskiwin and La-,
rombe, on the Calgary & Edmonton

Raliway, there was not a house within
» mile a year ago, but there is now a!
lown of about 500 or €00 people, with
three stores, a blacksmith shop and

schoolhouse and other buildings to cor-:
respond, and the rush of settlers is #so

great that people are sleeping in thef
church, the schoolhouse, in stores and

Commissioner McCreary, in an

Interview on the immigration outlook,’
satd that the homestead entrles so far'
show an increase over last year, which

was the highest year on record, of

nbout 30 per cent.; and as the lands for

bomesteading are becoming more lnnc-:
cessible and of an Inferlor class, this
will indicate that the immigration is
going to be 30 per cent., if not more, of
an increase over last year. Very lttle
forelgn !mmigration, Mr., McCreary
says, is coming to the country from
Burope; but the British immigration
has shown up much better than in any
seagon during the Ilast four years;
while that from the United States is
unprecedentedly large. The great rush
{s to northern Alberta over the “Soo”
lne. It is expected that fully 20,000
people will settle in Alberta this year
from the United States alone. Mr. J.
‘W. Christle, writing from Excter, Neb.,
estimates that G§00 familles, which
would be equivalent to 2,500 people, will
locate at one point, Ponoka, by the 1st
of September next.

Iive thousand people, it is estimated,
will go Into southern Alberta and settle
in the ranching districts in the vicinity
of Cardston, Lethbridge and Pincher
Creek. The next largest number will!
Hkely go to districts on the Long Lake
road, between Saskatoon and Prince
Albert. The immigration authorities
also expect 8,000 or 10,000 people to
settle in the Moose Mountain district
and along the "Soo™ line between Hall-
brite and Milestone. Twenty men trom
North Dakota have just gone to Wey-
burn, where the nucleus of a settlement
was formed last year. A number of
farmers who settled at Sintaluta sorae
fifteen years ago are removing to that'
district; among them is an old gentie-.
man, 75 years of age, who is taking up|
o second homestead. Speaking of the
demand for labor, Mr, McCreary said’
that he had then on hls books applica-
ticne for ahout a hundred expertenced
men and a hundred inexperlenced men,
but that it was slinply Impcssible to fill
them. Beventy-five English people ar-
rived one day, and among them were ten.
young men who were placed at amce,
but there have been more since. Only
foreigners, Doukhobors, Galiclans and
Qihers, are to be had, and they want
; Not an Ontarfo man has
[itor work; $20 a month does not
nppear to be any inducement at all
The Free Preas reproduces from The
Calgary Herald a long list of scttlers
arriving at that clty and seeking bomes
in various parts of Alberta. These are
from the Dakotas, Towa, Kansas, Ne-
braska, BMinnesota and Michignun, as
well as from older Canada and Great
Britain. 2Alany of the arrivals, bring
valueble stock and effects, snd are
equipped for entering upon the busi-
ness of prairie farming on an extenslve
scale. During the month of March
$20,000 worth of settlers' effects were
cleared at the Calgary custom house,
und the number of immigrants arriving
exceeded the record for any. single
month fn the history of the town. Somuo
Ontario newspapers are quoted by The
Free Press 1o show that the pcople of
older Canada are finding needed scope
In the west, but the most striking fea-
ture orf immigration is the large pro-
Qortion from the western Statesi. Thig

J

spontaneous movement I8 furnishingie
the Canadian west with an excellent |i
class of Immigrants, who will counter- |
act the influence and help In the as-ji
sfmilation of the many Europeans who [¢
have made Canada thelr home, <
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